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THE  GREAT  TRIBULATION  PROPHESIED 
BIBLE TEXT  :  Isaiah 24:1-23;  26:19-21;  34:1-8 

LESSON 351    Junior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: ““TThhoouu  aarrtt  mmyy  hhiiddiinngg  ppllaaccee  aanndd  mmyy  sshhiieelldd::    II  hhooppee  iinn  tthhyy  wwoorrdd””    ((PPssaallmm  111199::111144))..    

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

Isaiah 24:1-23  
1  Behold, the LORD maketh the earth 
empty, and maketh it waste, and 
turneth it upside down, and 
scattereth abroad the inhabitants 
thereof.  
2  And it shall be, as with the people, 
so with the priest; as with the 
servant, so with his master; as with 
the maid, so with her mistress; as 
with the buyer, so with the seller; as 
with the lender, so with the borrower; 
as with the taker of usury, so with the 
giver of usury to him.  
3  The land shall be utterly emptied, 
and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath 
spoken this word.  
4  The earth mourneth and fadeth 
away, the world languisheth and 
fadeth away, the haughty people of 
the earth do languish.  
5  The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they 
have transgressed the laws, changed 
the ordinance, broken the everlasting 
covenant.  
6  Therefore hath the curse devoured 
the earth, and they that dwell therein 
are desolate: therefore the 
inhabitants of the earth are burned, 
and few men left.  
7  The new wine mourneth, the vine 
languisheth, all the merryhearted do 
sigh.  
8  The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the 
noise of them that rejoice endeth, the 
joy of the harp ceaseth.  
9  They shall not drink wine with a 
song; strong drink shall be bitter to 
them that drink it.  
10  The city of confusion is broken 
down: every house is shut up, that no 
man may come in.  
11  There is a crying for wine in the 
streets; all joy is darkened, the mirth 
of the land is gone.  
12  In the city is left desolation, and 
the gate is smitten with destruction.  
13  When thus it shall be in the midst 

  
NOTES:   

Words of God 
Isaiah was a prophet.  He spoke the words of the Lord to the 

Children of Israel, and his words are recorded in the Bible for the 

good of all mankind. God inspired Isaiah to foretell events, which 
would take place, and some of Isaiah’s prophecies have already 

come to pass.  Isaiah foretold the birth of the Saviour.  He said:  
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).  

This was fulfilled when Jesus was born.  Isaiah also said: “He was 

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 

we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  These words referred to the 
crucifixion of Jesus, which took place many years later. 

To Be Fulfilled 
Some of Isaiah’s prophecies have not yet been fulfilled. The 

Great Tribulation was foretold by Isaiah and by other prophets.  It 

has not yet taken place but could come upon the earth and upon 
the people of the earth very soon. 

A tribulation is a condition or a time of suffering and distress.  
The Great Tribulation will be so severe that no person could 

survive if those days were not shortened (MMaatttthheeww  2244::2222    
2222    AAnndd  eexxcceepptt  tthhoossee  ddaayyss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sshhoorrtteenneedd,,  tthheerree  sshhoouulldd  nnoo  

fflleesshh  bbee  ssaavveedd::  bbuutt  ffoorr  tthhee  eelleecctt''ss  ssaakkee  tthhoossee  ddaayyss  sshhaallll  bbee  

sshhoorrtteenneedd..).  Isaiah said that there will be “few men left.”  That 

tribulation will be greater than any other time of suffering, “such 

as was not since the beginning of the world . . . nor ever shall be” 

(Matthew 24:21).  The Great Tribulation will affect all people who 
are on the earth.  No partiality will be shown.  All will suffer -– the 

workers and their bosses, the people and their false ministers, 
those who sell and those who buy, the rich and the poor. 

The Earth Shaken 

How will the Great Tribulation affect the earth and its 

inhabitants?  The land itself will be laid waste and “utterly 

spoiled.”  The earth will be in a condition of ruin, neglect, and 
destruction.  There will be great earthquakes.  Isaiah said: “The 

foundations of the earth do shake. . . . the earth is moved 

exceedingly.  The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and 
shall be removed like a cottage.” 

“The LORD . . . turneth it upside down.”  Every mountain and 
island will be “moved out of their places” (Revelation 6:14) and 

will disappear (RReevveellaattiioonn  1166::2200  2200    AAnndd  eevveerryy  iissllaanndd  fflleedd  aawwaayy,,  

aanndd  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  wweerree  nnoott  ffoouunndd..).  The stars will fall; the moon 

will become “as blood”; the sun will become “black as sackcloth of 

hair” (Revelation 6:12, 13).  Isaiah said:  “The earth mourneth 
and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away.” 

Forsaken 

The people and the land will be comfortless and forsaken.  
They will become weak and powerless.  The proud will be 

humbled. “Every house is shut up, that no man may come in.” No 
joy or happiness can be found. There will be no pleasure in music, 

nothing to cheer the heart. “All joy is darkened, the mirth of the 

land is gone.” There will be no escape for the people on earth.  
Those who flee from one terror will be victims of another.  “He 

who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he 
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of the land among the people, there 
shall be as the shaking of an olive 
tree, and as the gleaning grapes 
when the vintage is done.  
14  They shall lift up their voice, they 
shall sing for the majesty of the 
LORD, they shall cry aloud from the 
sea.  
15  Wherefore glorify ye the LORD in 
the fires, even the name of the LORD 
God of Israel in the isles of the sea.  
16  From the uttermost part of the 
earth have we heard songs, even 
glory to the righteous. But I said, My 
leanness, my leanness, woe unto me! 
the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously; yea, the treacherous 
dealers have dealt very treacherously.  
17  Fear, and the pit, and the snare, 
are upon thee, O inhabitant of the 
earth.  
18  And it shall come to pass, that he 
who fleeth from the noise of the fear 
shall fall into the pit; and he that 
cometh up out of the midst of the pit 
shall be taken in the snare: for the 
windows from on high are open, and 
the foundations of the earth do 
shake.  
19  The earth is utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean dissolved, the earth 
is moved exceedingly.  
20  The earth shall reel to and fro like 
a drunkard, and shall be removed like 
a cottage; and the transgression 
thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it 
shall fall, and not rise again.  
21  And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the LORD shall punish the 
host of the high ones that are on 
high, and the kings of the earth upon 
the earth.  
22  And they shall be gathered 
together, as prisoners are gathered in 
the pit, and shall be shut up in the 
prison, and after many days shall 
they be visited.  
23  Then the moon shall be 
confounded, and the sun ashamed, 
when the LORD of hosts shall reign in 
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously.  
Isaiah 26:19-21  
19  Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: 

that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the 

snare” (Isaiah 24:18). 

The Great Tribulation will be a time of disasters -– not one, 
but many.  John the Beloved was given a glimpse of this Great 

Tribulation about which Isaiah wrote.  John saw the disasters, one 

after another, as horsemen riding on the earth.  War, famine, 
death, pestilence, and catastrophe will move upon the earth, as 

recorded in Revelation 6.  In this manner the wicked shall be 
punished.  “They shall be gathered together, as prisoners are 

gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison” (Isaiah 

24:22). 
Punishment 

Why is all this tribulation coming upon the earth?  Isaiah gave 
the cause.  He said:  “The earth also is defiled under the 

inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.  

Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell 

therein are desolate.”  The Children of Israel were told that they 
would receive a blessing if they obeyed God.  If they disobeyed 

God and His words, there would be a curse on them.  Moses said, 
“Set your hearts unto all the words . . . because it is your life” 

(Deuteronomy 32:46, 47). 

Through the words of the prophets, we today are told what 
will come to pass if we disobey God, if we change His laws, if we 

break His covenant.  Today many people defy God and His laws; 
they worship money; they live boldly in wickedness.  But in the 

day of God’s wrath, they will cast their idols of silver and gold to 
the moles and to the bats (IIssaaiiaahh  22::2200  2200    IInn  tthhaatt  ddaayy  aa  mmaann  sshhaallll  

ccaasstt  hhiiss  iiddoollss  ooff  ssiillvveerr,,  aanndd  hhiiss  iiddoollss  ooff  ggoolldd,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  eeaacchh  

oonnee  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  ttoo  tthhee  mmoolleess  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  bbaattss;;); they will 

try to hide in dens and in rocks; they will call on the rocks and the 
mountains to fall on them to hide them from the judgment of God 
(RReevveellaattiioonn  66::1155--1166  1155    AAnndd  tthhee  kkiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  

mmeenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  rriicchh  mmeenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinnss,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy  

mmeenn,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  bboonnddmmaann,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  ffrreeee  mmaann,,  hhiidd  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  

tthhee  ddeennss  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  rroocckkss  ooff  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss;;  1166    AAnndd  ssaaiidd  ttoo  tthhee  

mmoouunnttaaiinnss  aanndd  rroocckkss,,  FFaallll  oonn  uuss,,  aanndd  hhiiddee  uuss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  hhiimm  

tthhaatt  ssiitttteetthh  oonn  tthhee  tthhrroonnee,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwrraatthh  ooff  tthhee  LLaammbb::). 

There will be no escape when the anger of the Lord is turned 
loose upon the nations (IIssaaiiaahh  3344::22  22    FFoorr  tthhee  iinnddiiggnnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

LLOORRDD  iiss  uuppoonn  aallll  nnaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ffuurryy  uuppoonn  aallll  tthheeiirr  aarrmmiieess::  hhee  

hhaatthh  uutttteerrllyy  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  tthheemm,,  hhee  hhaatthh  ddeelliivveerreedd  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  

ssllaauugghhtteerr..).  Many will die, “for it is the day of the LORD’s 

vengeance” (Isaiah 34:8).  The Lord will punish the people of the 
earth because of their iniquity and wickedness (IIssaaiiaahh  2266::2211  2211  

  FFoorr,,  bbeehhoolldd,,  tthhee  LLOORRDD  ccoommeetthh  oouutt  ooff  hhiiss  ppllaaccee  ttoo  ppuunniisshh  tthhee  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  iinniiqquuiittyy::  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  aallssoo  sshhaallll  

ddiisscclloossee  hheerr  bblloooodd,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  nnoo  mmoorree  ccoovveerr  hheerr  ssllaaiinn..). 

A Hiding Place 

Is there no hiding place from the terrible things, which Isaiah 
said would come upon the earth?  Isaiah wrote the words of the 

Lord: “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, 

until the indignation be overpast” (Isaiah 26:20).  Yes, there is a 

hiding place for God’s people.  Before the Great Tribulation, Christ 
is coming back to take His people out of this world to be with 

Him.  “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 

the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:16, 17). 



The Great Tribulation Prophesied         3  of  3 

 

for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead.  
20  Come, my people, enter thou into 
thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself as it were for 
a little moment, until the indignation 
be overpast.  
21  For, behold, the LORD cometh out 
of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity: the 
earth also shall disclose her blood, 
and shall no more cover her slain.  
Isaiah 34:1-8  
1  Come near, ye nations, to hear; and 
hearken, ye people: let the earth 
hear, and all that is therein; the 
world, and all things that come forth 
of it.  
2  For the indignation of the LORD is 
upon all nations, and his fury upon all 
their armies: he hath utterly 
destroyed them, he hath delivered 
them to the slaughter.  
3  Their slain also shall be cast out, 
and their stink shall come up out of 
their carcases, and the mountains 
shall be melted with their blood.  
4  And all the host of heaven shall be 
dissolved, and the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll: and all 
their host shall fall down, as the leaf 
falleth off from the vine, and as a 
falling fig from the fig tree.  
5  For my sword shall be bathed in 
heaven: behold, it shall come down 
upon Idumea, and upon the people of 
my curse, to judgment.  
6  The sword of the LORD is filled with 
blood, it is made fat with fatness, and 
with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams: 
for the LORD hath a sacrifice in 
Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the 
land of Idumea.  
7  And the unicorns shall come down 
with them, and the bullocks with the 
bulls; and their land shall be soaked 
with blood, and their dust made fat 
with fatness.  
8  For it is the day of the LORD'S 
vengeance, and the year of 
recompences for the controversy of 
Zion.  
 

  

Prepared 

This hiding place with Christ is for His people only.  Our 

concern should be that we belong to Jesus and that we are 
prepared to meet Him.  The Bible teaches that we must walk in all 

the light that God gives us in order to be full overcomers, 

prepared to meet Jesus.  We who have had the light have learned 
from the Bible that we must have our sins forgiven, live a 

sanctified life, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, in order to be 
ready for Jesus’ coming. 

OOnnee  ccaann  hhaavvee  hhiiss  ssiinnss  ffoorrggiivveenn  bbyy  pprraayyiinngg  aanndd  aasskkiinngg  GGoodd  ffoorr  

ffoorrggiivveenneessss..  ((Proverbs 28:13 13  He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. 1 John 1:9 9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

))    AAfftteerr  aa  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  ssaavveedd,,  hhee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ssaannccttiiffiieedd..  BByy  pprraayyiinngg  aanndd  

ccoonnsseeccrraattiinngg  hhiiss  lliiffee  ttoo  GGoodd,,  oonnee  wwiillll  rreecceeiivvee  ssaannccttiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  aann  

eexxppeerriieennccee  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  ttaakkee  oouutt  tthhee  rroooott  ooff  ssiinn  aanndd  eennaabbllee  hhiimm  ttoo  

lliivvee  aa  hhoollyy  lliiffee..  ““FFoorr  tthhiiss  iiss  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd,,  eevveenn  yyoouurr  

ssaannccttiiffiiccaattiioonn””  ((II  TThheessssaalloonniiaannss  44::33))..    FFoorr  aa  ppeerrssoonn  oo  lliivvee  hhoollyy  iiss  

nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  aa  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

ssaayyss,,  ““FFoollllooww  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  aallll  mmeenn,,  aanndd  hhoolliinneessss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  wwhhiicchh  nnoo  

mmaann  sshhaallll  sseeee  tthhee  LLoorrdd””  ((HHeebbrreewwss  1122::1144)).. 
There is another experience that we should have in order to 

walk in the light that has been given to us, and to be ready for 
Jesus’ coming.  That is the baptism of the Holy Ghost which Jesus 

promised to His disciples (Acts 1:5, and which is promised to “as 

many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).  The baptism of 
the Holy Ghost gives one power for service and power to witness 

for the Lord.  Do you have these experiences?  Are you ready for 
Jesus’ coming?  If the trump of God sounded this very hour, 

would you meet Him in the air? 
Isaiah told not only of the Great Tribulation but also told of a 

hiding place for the followers of the Lord.  The Psalmist, too, 

mentioned a refuge.  He said, “The God of Jacob is our 
refuge”(Psalm 46:11).  David said: “One thing have I desired of 

the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 

LORD, and to inquire in his temple.  For in the time of trouble he 

shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall 
he hide me” (Psalm 27:4, 5). 

We need not be overcome by fear.  We can be overcomers by 
faith.  Let us not be terrified by the words of Isaiah, but rather let 

us be prepared, working, watching, and waiting for the coming of 
the Lord, and thus escape the Great Tribulation which is coming 

upon the earth. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What is the work of a prophet? 

2. What prophecies of Isaiah have already come to pass? 
3. What is tribulation? 

4. Why is the Great Tribulation coming? 

5. Where will it take place? 
6. How will the people be affected by it? 

7. What will happen to the sun, moon, and stars? 

8. How will the righteous escape the Tribulation? 

9. What must one do to prepare for the Lord’s coming? 

10. How do we know that there will be a Tribulation? 
 

 


