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THE  RESURRECTION:  THE  HOPE  OF  A  CHRISTIAN 
BIBLE TEXT  :  I Corinthians 15:1-58 

LESSON 379    Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;  ye are yet in your sins” (I Corinthians 

15:17). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-58  
1  Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye 
stand;  
2  By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.  
3  For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures;  
4  And that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:  
5  And that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve:  
6  After that, he was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at 
once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep.  
7  After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles.  
8  And last of all he was seen of 
me also, as of one born out of due 
time.  
9  For I am the least of the 
apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God.  
10  But by the grace of God I am 
what I am: and his grace which 
was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was 
with me.  
11  Therefore whether it were I or 
they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed.  
12  Now if Christ be preached that 
he rose from the dead, how say 

I   The Fact of Christ’s Bodily Resurrection 

11..  PPaauull  hhaadd  pprreeaacchheedd  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ttoo  tthhee  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss,,  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  

tthheeyy  wweerree  ssaavveedd,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::11,,  22;;    
Romans 1:16  

16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

22..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  ssaallvvaattiioonn  iiss  ddeeppeennddeenntt  uuppoonn  tthhee  

ddeeaatthh  aanndd  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::33,,  44;;    
IIssaaiiaahh  5533::55    

55    BBuutt  hhee  wwaass  wwoouunnddeedd  ffoorr  oouurr  ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss,,  hhee  wwaass  

bbrruuiisseedd  ffoorr  oouurr  iinniiqquuiittiieess::  tthhee  cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt  ooff  oouurr  ppeeaaccee  

wwaass  uuppoonn  hhiimm;;  aanndd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ssttrriippeess  wwee  aarree  hheeaalleedd..    

JJoobb  1199::2255--2277    
2255    FFoorr  II  kknnooww  tthhaatt  mmyy  rreeddeeeemmeerr  lliivveetthh,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  sshhaallll  

ssttaanndd  aatt  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ddaayy  uuppoonn  tthhee  eeaarrtthh::    
2266    AAnndd  tthhoouugghh  aafftteerr  mmyy  sskkiinn  wwoorrmmss  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhiiss  bbooddyy,,  yyeett  

iinn  mmyy  fflleesshh  sshhaallll  II  sseeee  GGoodd::    
2277    WWhhoomm  II  sshhaallll  sseeee  ffoorr  mmyysseellff,,  aanndd  mmiinnee  eeyyeess  sshhaallll  bbeehhoolldd,,  

aanndd  nnoott  aannootthheerr;;  tthhoouugghh  mmyy  rreeiinnss  bbee  ccoonnssuummeedd  wwiitthhiinn  mmee..    

LLuukkee  2244::4466    
4466    AAnndd  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  TThhuuss  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn,,  aanndd  tthhuuss  iitt  

bbeehhoovveedd  CChhrriisstt  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr,,  aanndd  ttoo  rriissee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd  tthhee  

tthhiirrdd  ddaayy::    

LLuukkee  2244::4477    
4477    AAnndd  tthhaatt  rreeppeennttaannccee  aanndd  rreemmiissssiioonn  ooff  ssiinnss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

pprreeaacchheedd  iinn  hhiiss  nnaammee  aammoonngg  aallll  nnaattiioonnss,,  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  aatt  

JJeerruussaalleemm..  

33..  TThhee  AAppoossttlleess  aanndd  ddiisscciipplleess  wweerree  eeyyeewwiittnneesssseess  ooff  HHiiss  

rreessuurrrreecc--ttiioonn,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::55--1111  
Luke 24:33-43  

33  And they rose up the same hour, and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and 
them that were with them,  
34  Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon.  
35  And they told what things were done in the way, and 
how he was known of them in breaking of bread.  
36  And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the 
midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
37  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit.  
38  And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts?  
39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
me have.  
40  And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his 
hands and his feet.  
41  And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he 
said unto them, Have ye here any meat?  
42  And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an 
honeycomb.  
43  And he took it, and did eat before them.  

Acts 9:3-5  
3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and 
suddenly there shined round about him a light from 
heaven:  
4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  
5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
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some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?  
13  But if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen:  
14  And if Christ be not risen, then 
is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.  
15  Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we 
have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised 
not up, if so be that the dead rise 
not.  
16  For if the dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised:  
17  And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins.  
18  Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished.  
19  If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable.  
20  But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.  
21  For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead.  
22  For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive.  
23  But every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at 
his coming.  
24  Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power.  
25  For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet.  
26  The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death.  
27  For he hath put all things 
under his feet. But when he saith 
all things are put under him, it is 
manifest that he is excepted, 
which did put all things under him.  

Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks.  

  
II  The Denial of Christ’s Resurrection by Some 

11..  IIff  CChhrriisstt  bbee  nnoott  rriisseenn,,  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell  aanndd  ffaaiitthh  

iinn  HHiimm  iiss  vvaaiinn,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::1122--1144;;    
RRoommaannss  44::22    

22    FFoorr  iiff  AAbbrraahhaamm  wweerree  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  wwoorrkkss,,  hhee  hhaatthh  wwhheerreeooff  

ttoo  gglloorryy;;  bbuutt  nnoott  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd..  

22..  IIff  CChhrriisstt  bbee  nnoott  rriisseenn,,  tthhee  AAppoossttlleess  aanndd  ddiisscciipplleess  aarree  ffoouunndd  

ffaallssee  wwiittnneesssseess,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::1155  
AAccttss  1100::3399--4411    

3399    AAnndd  wwee  aarree  wwiittnneesssseess  ooff  aallll  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ddiidd  bbootthh  iinn  

tthhee  llaanndd  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  aanndd  iinn  JJeerruussaalleemm;;  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  sslleeww  

aanndd  hhaannggeedd  oonn  aa  ttrreeee::    
4400    HHiimm  GGoodd  rraaiisseedd  uupp  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ddaayy,,  aanndd  sshheewweedd  hhiimm  

ooppeennllyy;;    
4411    NNoott  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  bbuutt  uunnttoo  wwiittnneesssseess  cchhoosseenn  bbeeffoorree  

ooff  GGoodd,,  eevveenn  ttoo  uuss,,  wwhhoo  ddiidd  eeaatt  aanndd  ddrriinnkk  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aafftteerr  

hhee  rroossee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd..  

33..  IIff  CChhrriisstt  bbee  nnoott  rriisseenn,,  bbeelliieevveerrss  aarree  yyeett  iinn  tthheeiirr  ssiinnss  aanndd  tthhee  

ddeeaadd  iinn  CChhrriisstt  aarree  ppeerriisshheedd,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::1166--1199;;    
1 Thessalonians 4:13  

13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.  

1 Thessalonians 4:14  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him.  

  

III  The Assurance of the Resurrection of Christians 

11..    CChhrriisstt  iiss  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  ffiirrssttffrruuiittss  ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt  sslleepptt,,  II  CCoorriinn--

tthhiiaannss  1155::2200;;    
LLeevviittiiccuuss  2233::1100--1111    

1100    SSppeeaakk  uunnttoo  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell,,  aanndd  ssaayy  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  

WWhheenn  yyee  bbee  ccoommee  iinnttoo  tthhee  llaanndd  wwhhiicchh  II  ggiivvee  uunnttoo  yyoouu,,  aanndd  

sshhaallll  rreeaapp  tthhee  hhaarrvveesstt  tthheerreeooff,,  tthheenn  yyee  sshhaallll  bbrriinngg  aa  sshheeaaff  ooff  

tthhee  ffiirrssttffrruuiittss  ooff  yyoouurr  hhaarrvveesstt  uunnttoo  tthhee  pprriieesstt::    
1111    AAnndd  hhee  sshhaallll  wwaavvee  tthhee  sshheeaaff  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  LLOORRDD,,  ttoo  bbee  

aacccceepptteedd  ffoorr  yyoouu::  oonn  tthhee  mmoorrrrooww  aafftteerr  tthhee  ssaabbbbaatthh  tthhee  

pprriieesstt  sshhaallll  wwaavvee  iitt..    

MMaatttthheeww  2277::5522    
5522    AAnndd  tthhee  ggrraavveess  wweerree  ooppeenneedd;;  aanndd  mmaannyy  bbooddiieess  ooff  tthhee  

ssaaiinnttss  wwhhiicchh  sslleepptt  aarroossee,,    

MMaatttthheeww  2277::5533    
5533    AAnndd  ccaammee  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ggrraavveess  aafftteerr  hhiiss  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  aanndd  

wweenntt  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  cciittyy,,  aanndd  aappppeeaarreedd  uunnttoo  mmaannyy..  

22..    AAfftteerrwwaarrdd  eevveerryy  mmaann  iiss  rraaiisseedd  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  oorrddeerr  wwhhoo  iiss  

CChhrriisstt’’ss  aatt  HHiiss  ccoommiinngg,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2233  
PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  33::1100--1111    

1100    TThhaatt  II  mmaayy  kknnooww  hhiimm,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  hhiiss  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  

aanndd  tthhee  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  hhiiss  ssuuffffeerriinnggss,,  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  

ccoonnffoorrmmaabbllee  uunnttoo  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh;;    
1111    IIff  bbyy  aannyy  mmeeaannss  II  mmiigghhtt  aattttaaiinn  uunnttoo  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ddeeaadd..    

RReevveellaattiioonn  2200::66    
66    BBlleesssseedd  aanndd  hhoollyy  iiss  hhee  tthhaatt  hhaatthh  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn::  oonn  ssuucchh  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ddeeaatthh  hhaatthh  nnoo  ppoowweerr,,  bbuutt  

tthheeyy  sshhaallll  bbee  pprriieessttss  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  rreeiiggnn  

wwiitthh  hhiimm  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  yyeeaarrss..  

33..    AAss  bbyy  mmaann  ccaammee  ddeeaatthh,,  bbyy  mmaann  ccaammee  aallssoo  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2211,,  2222  
IIssaaiiaahh  2266::1199    

1199    TThhyy  ddeeaadd  mmeenn  sshhaallll  lliivvee,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  mmyy  ddeeaadd  bbooddyy  

sshhaallll  tthheeyy  aarriissee..  AAwwaakkee  aanndd  ssiinngg,,  yyee  tthhaatt  ddwweellll  iinn  dduusstt::  ffoorr  

tthhyy  ddeeww  iiss  aass  tthhee  ddeeww  ooff  hheerrbbss,,  aanndd  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  sshhaallll  ccaasstt  oouutt  

tthhee  ddeeaadd..    
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28  And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the 
Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all.  
29  Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the 
dead rise not at all? why are they 
then baptized for the dead?  
30  And why stand we in jeopardy 
every hour?  
31  I protest by your rejoicing 
which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily.  
32  If after the manner of men I 
have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not? let us eat and 
drink; for to morrow we die.  
33  Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good 
manners.  
34  Awake to righteousness, and 
sin not; for some have not the 
knowledge of God: I speak this to 
your shame.  
35  But some man will say, How 
are the dead raised up? and with 
what body do they come?  
36  Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it 
die:  
37  And that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not that body that 
shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain:  
38  But God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body.  
39  All flesh is not the same flesh: 
but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of 
birds.  
40  There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial: but the 
glory of the celestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial is 
another.  
41  There is one glory of the sun, 

JJoohhnn  55::2288    
2288    MMaarrvveell  nnoott  aatt  tthhiiss::  ffoorr  tthhee  hhoouurr  iiss  ccoommiinngg,,  iinn  tthhee  wwhhiicchh  

aallll  tthhaatt  aarree  iinn  tthhee  ggrraavveess  sshhaallll  hheeaarr  hhiiss  vvooiiccee,,    

JJoohhnn  55::2299    
2299    AAnndd  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ffoorrtthh;;  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  ggoooodd,,  uunnttoo  tthhee  

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  lliiffee;;  aanndd  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  eevviill,,  uunnttoo  tthhee  

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  ddaammnnaattiioonn..  

  
IV  The Ultimate Victory of Christ over All Enemies 

11..  WWhheenn  CChhrriisstt  sshhaallll  hhaavvee  ppuutt  ddoowwnn  aallll  rruullee  aanndd  aauutthhoorriittyy,,  tthhee  

llaasstt  eenneemmyy  ttoo  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  iiss  ddeeaatthh,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2244--

2266;;    
Psalm 2:8-9  

8  Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.  
9  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash 
them in pieces like a potter's vessel.  

Revelation 20:7-15  
7  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison,  
8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of 
the sea.  
9  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them.  
10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever.  
11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them.  
12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works.  
13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to their works.  
14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death.  
15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.  

22..  WWhheenn  aallll  tthhiinnggss  aarree  ppuutt  uunnddeerr  HHiiss  ffeeeett,,  CChhrriisstt  HHiimmsseellff  iiss  

eexxeemmpptt,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2255  
PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  22::55--1111    

55      LLeett  tthhiiss  mmiinndd  bbee  iinn  yyoouu,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aallssoo  iinn  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss::    
66    WWhhoo,,  bbeeiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhoouugghhtt  iitt  nnoott  rroobbbbeerryy  ttoo  

bbee  eeqquuaall  wwiitthh  GGoodd::    
77    BBuutt  mmaaddee  hhiimmsseellff  ooff  nnoo  rreeppuuttaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ttooookk  uuppoonn  hhiimm  

tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  aa  sseerrvvaanntt,,  aanndd  wwaass  mmaaddee  iinn  tthhee  lliikkeenneessss  ooff  mmeenn::    
88    AAnndd  bbeeiinngg  ffoouunndd  iinn  ffaasshhiioonn  aass  aa  mmaann,,  hhee  hhuummbblleedd  

hhiimmsseellff,,  aanndd  bbeeccaammee  oobbeeddiieenntt  uunnttoo  ddeeaatthh,,  eevveenn  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

tthhee  ccrroossss..    
99    WWhheerreeffoorree  GGoodd  aallssoo  hhaatthh  hhiigghhllyy  eexxaalltteedd  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ggiivveenn  

hhiimm  aa  nnaammee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aabboovvee  eevveerryy  nnaammee::    
1100    TThhaatt  aatt  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  JJeessuuss  eevveerryy  kknneeee  sshhoouulldd  bbooww,,  ooff  

tthhiinnggss  iinn  hheeaavveenn,,  aanndd  tthhiinnggss  iinn  eeaarrtthh,,  aanndd  tthhiinnggss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

eeaarrtthh;;    
1111    AAnndd  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  ttoonngguuee  sshhoouulldd  ccoonnffeessss  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  

iiss  LLoorrdd,,  ttoo  tthhee  gglloorryy  ooff  GGoodd  tthhee  FFaatthheerr..  

33..  TThheenn  sshhaallll  tthhee  SSoonn  bbee  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  tthhaatt  GGoodd  mmaayy  

bbee  aallll  iinn  aallll,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2288  
JJoohhnn  1144::2288    
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and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars: for 
one star differeth from another 
star in glory.  
42  So also is the resurrection of 
the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption:  
43  It is sown in dishonour; it is 
raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power:  
44  It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. There is a 
natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body.  
45  And so it is written, The first 
man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit.  
46  Howbeit that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural; and afterward that which 
is spiritual.  
47  The first man is of the earth, 
earthy: the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.  
48  As is the earthy, such are they 
also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly.  
49  And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.  
50  Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption.  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed,  
52  In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.  
53  For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.  
54  So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought 

2288    YYee  hhaavvee  hheeaarrdd  hhooww  II  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  yyoouu,,  II  ggoo  aawwaayy,,  aanndd  ccoommee  

aaggaaiinn  uunnttoo  yyoouu..  IIff  yyee  lloovveedd  mmee,,  yyee  wwoouulldd  rreejjooiiccee,,  bbeeccaauussee  II  

ssaaiidd,,  II  ggoo  uunnttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr::  ffoorr  mmyy  FFaatthheerr  iiss  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  II..  

 
V  The Christian’s Hope of the Future Life 

11..  WWaatteerr  bbaappttiissmm  iiss  aa  ttyyppee  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  bbuurriiaall,,  aanndd  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  

wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2299;;    
RRoommaannss  66::33--44    

33      KKnnooww  yyee  nnoott,,  tthhaatt  ssoo  mmaannyy  ooff  uuss  aass  wweerree  bbaappttiizzeedd  iinnttoo  

JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  wweerree  bbaappttiizzeedd  iinnttoo  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh??    
44    TThheerreeffoorree  wwee  aarree  bbuurriieedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm  bbyy  bbaappttiissmm  iinnttoo  ddeeaatthh::  

tthhaatt  lliikkee  aass  CChhrriisstt  wwaass  rraaiisseedd  uupp  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd  bbyy  tthhee  gglloorryy  

ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  eevveenn  ssoo  wwee  aallssoo  sshhoouulldd  wwaallkk  iinn  nneewwnneessss  ooff  

lliiffee....  

22..  PPaauull  ddiieedd  ddaaiillyy  tthhaatt  hhee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ccoonnffoorrmmeedd  ttoo  CChhrriisstt’’ss  

ddeeaatthh,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::3300--3322;;    
PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  33::1100--1111    

1100    TThhaatt  II  mmaayy  kknnooww  hhiimm,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  hhiiss  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  

aanndd  tthhee  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  hhiiss  ssuuffffeerriinnggss,,  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  

ccoonnffoorrmmaabbllee  uunnttoo  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh;;    
1111    IIff  bbyy  aannyy  mmeeaannss  II  mmiigghhtt  aattttaaiinn  uunnttoo  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ddeeaadd..    

RRoommaannss  88::1188    
1188    FFoorr  II  rreecckkoonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhiiss  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  aarree  

nnoott  wwoorrtthhyy  ttoo  bbee  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  gglloorryy  wwhhiicchh  sshhaallll  bbee  

rreevveeaalleedd  iinn  uuss..  

33..  TThhee  hhooppee  ooff  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  lliiffee  aawwaakkeennss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ttoo  

rriigghhtteeoouuss--nneessss,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::3333,,  3344..  

  

VI  The Manner of Body with Which the Dead Are Raised 

11..    AAss  sseeeedd  iiss  ssoowwnn  aanndd  ggrroowwss,,  ssoo  ttoo  eevveerryy  sseeeedd  iiss  ggiivveenn  hhiiss  

oowwnn  bbooddyy,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::33--3388;;    
LLuukkee  2244::3399    

3399    BBeehhoolldd  mmyy  hhaannddss  aanndd  mmyy  ffeeeett,,  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  II  mmyysseellff::  hhaannddllee  

mmee,,  aanndd  sseeee;;  ffoorr  aa  ssppiirriitt  hhaatthh  nnoott  fflleesshh  aanndd  bboonneess,,  aass  yyee  sseeee  

mmee  hhaavvee..  

22..    AAss  tthhee  gglloorryy  ooff  tthhee  tteerrrreessttrriiaall  iiss  ttoo  tthhee  cceelleessttiiaall,,  ssoo  iiss  tthhee  

nnaattuurraall  ttoo  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  bbooddyy,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::3399--4444;;  
11  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  22::99    

99    BBuutt  aass  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn,,  EEyyee  hhaatthh  nnoott  sseeeenn,,  nnoorr  eeaarr  hheeaarrdd,,  

nneeiitthheerr  hhaavvee  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  mmaann,,  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  

wwhhiicchh  GGoodd  hhaatthh  pprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  tthheemm  tthhaatt  lloovvee  hhiimm..  

33..    TThhee  ffiirrsstt  mmaann  iiss  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  eeaarrtthhyy::    tthhee  sseeccoonndd  mmaann  iiss  tthhee  

LLoorrdd  ffrroomm  HHeeaavveenn,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::4455--4499;;    
Genesis 3:19  

19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  

Philippians 3:20  
20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Philippians 3:21  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.  

  

VII  The Transformation Necessary to Inherit the Kingdom of          
Heaven 

11..    FFlleesshh  aanndd  bblloooodd  ccaannnnoott  iinnhheerriitt  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm,,  ssoo  wwee  mmuusstt  aallll  

bbee  cchhaannggeedd,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::5500--5544;;  
JJoohhnn  1188::3366    

3366    JJeessuuss  aannsswweerreedd,,  MMyy  kkiinnggddoomm  iiss  nnoott  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd::  iiff  mmyy  

kkiinnggddoomm  wweerree  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd,,  tthheenn  wwoouulldd  mmyy  sseerrvvaannttss  ffiigghhtt,,  

tthhaatt  II  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  ddeelliivveerreedd  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwss::  bbuutt  nnooww  iiss  mmyy  

kkiinnggddoomm  nnoott  ffrroomm  hheennccee....  

22..    TThhee  ggrraavvee  hhaass  lloosstt  iittss  vviiccttoorryy  aanndd  ddeeaatthh  hhaass  lloosstt  iittss  ssttiinngg  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssiinn,,  II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::5555,,  5566..  
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to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory.  
55  O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?  
56   The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law.  
57  But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
58  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.  

 

3.  Victory through Jesus Christ prompts a faithful service here 

below, I Corinthians 15:57, 58 

 
NOTES:  

The Apostle Paul devotes an entire chapter to the subject of 

the literal resurrection of the body.  The Resurrection, in fact, is 
one of the great themes appearing in the most of his epistles.  In 

his missionary journeys he preached the resurrection fearlessly to 
both Jews and Gentiles. 

And why did the Apostle put so much stress on this subject?  

Because, first of all, “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins” (I Corinthians 15:17).  There is therefore no 

hope of salvation, no hope of eternal life, no hope of Heaven, 
unless the fact that Christ came forth from the grave, and thus 

broke the bands of death and hell, is unquestionably established 
in the heart.  For upon the fact of Christ’s resurrection, as well as 

upon the fact of His death, hangs all the Gospel teachings and the 

whole Christian Faith.  “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable” (I Corinthians 15:19). 

The Fact of Christ’s Resurrection 
For this reason the Apostle proceeds to confirm Christ’s 

resurrection:  First, on the authority of the Scriptures.  Paul wrote 

this First Epistle to the Corinthians about 57 A.D., and at this time 
he had access to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, both of which 

have much to say about Jesus’ resurrection.  He also had access 
to the Old Testament, which likewise abounds in prophecies 

concerning Jesus, including His death and resurrection. 
And secondly, he summons as trustworthy witnesses of Jesus’ 

resurrection the eleven Apostles and also above five hundred 

brethren, all of whom had walked and talked with Jesus, off and 
on, for forty days after His resurrection.  The most of these 

witnesses were yet alive in Paul’s time, although some had fallen 

asleep.  And of these witnesses Peter also spoke in his sermon to 

Cornelius and his house-hold: “And we are witnesses of all things 

which he [Jesus] did both in the land of the Jews, and in 
Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: him God 

raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; not to all the 
people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, 

who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the 

dead” (Acts 10:39-41). 
And last of all, as one born out of due time, Paul himself, on 

the road to Damascus to arrest the followers of this Man of 
Nazareth, was himself arrested by Jesus, the risen Christ. And this 

was more than a vision:  he saw Him and talked with Him in 
Person, shining in glory.  And thus Paul, too, became an 

eyewitness of the resurrected Lord, fully qualified, after his 

wonderful conversion, for his apostleship among the twelve. 

Christ’s Resurrection Denied by Some 

Even though the resurrection of Jesus Christ is indisputably 
established by a great company of witnesses of good character 

whose testimony cannot be questioned, and which would be 

immediately accepted in a fair-minded civil court of today, yet in 
Paul’s time there were those who in the face of this testimony 

point-blank denied the resurrection.  The Areopagites on Mars’ hill 

in Athens heard the Apostle’s address, until he touched upon the 

resurrection, and then some mocked. 
But the unbelief did not end with Paul’s day.  The modernist of 

today not only denies the resurrection, but has flatly rejected the 

supernatural and cast aside all the miracles in the Bible.  And as 
far as that religion is concerned, the whole framework of the 

Christian Faith has collapsed.  This the modernist himself knows, 
but in defence of his position he has pronounced the great 
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fundamental doctrines of the Bible, which were the bulwark of the 

early Church, mere superstitions of the past.  And these fatal 

teachings of modernism are rapidly invading the churches, which 
once believed and stood for the early teachings of Christ and His 

Apostles.  The apostate church of the last days is swiftly taking 

form. 
The Assurance of the Resurrection of Christians 

The salvation of the Christian begins when he as a sinner, 
under pungent conviction for sin, repents with godly sorrow and is 

justified by faith.  But his salvation does not end with this 

experience, nor with the deeper experiences of sanctifi-cation and 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  His salvation continues through 

his entire Christian walk, until he is perfected and made ready for 
the heavenly Kingdom.  As the Apostle Peter expresses it: “Whom 

having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 

souls” (I Peter 1:8, 9). 
And this “so great salvation,” we learned, is sealed by the 

death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. But Christ’s 
literal resurrection assures more than our eternal salvation.  That 

miracle of miracles also makes certain the resurrection of the 

body of him who obeys the Author of our eternal salvation.  “But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 

them that slept. . . . But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (I 

Corinthians 15:20, 23).  This promise of the resurrection of the 
body has been the hope of Christ’s Church down through the 

ages.  The church, which has lost this hope is dead.  All true 

Christians are looking forward to that great Day of Redemption:  
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 

the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord: (I 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17). “It doth not yet appear what we shall 

be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is.  And every man that hath this 

hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (I John 

3:2, 3). 
The Redemption of the Body 

A mysterious change takes place in the mortal body of a 
Christian on the Day of Redemption, even after it has returned to 

the dust whence it came, undergone corruption, and lain for 
centuries in the grave.  “As the Father hath life in himself; so hath 

he given to the Son to have life in himself; . . . the hour is 

coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

and shall come forth” (John 5:26, 28, 29).  “If the Spirit of him 

that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:11).  And Paul likens this 

mysterious change to seed that is sown:  “That which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it die: and that which thou 

sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it 

may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but God giveth it a 

body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body” (I 
Corinthians 15:36-38).  Whatever that miraculous change is when 

the trumpet sounds, we are assured that these mortal bodies shall 

be changed into the likeness of His glorified body:  “For our 
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 
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the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 

himself” (Philippians 3:20, 21).  And no longer will there be the 

pain and sorrow and death, which has accompanied us while 
tabernacling in these mortal bodies.  “God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 

sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

“I’m a pilgrim, and I’m a stranger; 
    I can tarry, I can tarry but a night; 

    Do not detain me 

    To where the fountains are ever flowing. 
“Of that city, to which I journey, 

    My Redeemer, My Redeemer is the light; 
    There is no sorrow, nor any sighing, 

    Nor any tears there, nor any dying.” 
QUESTIONS 

1. What did Paul devote a whole chapter, the longest chapter in 

the Epistle, to the subject of the resur-rection? 
2. What vital teachings of the Gospel are dependent upon the 

literal resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
3. What eyewitnesses did Paul summon to prove the literal 

resurrection of Jesus? 

4. What religious sect of today has denied the resurrection?  
And what effect does this have on the Christian Faith? 

5. What assurance does the literal resurrection of Jesus give 
Christians? 

6. To what does Paul liken the change which the resurrection 
brings about in the body that is raised up? 

7. What are some of the blessings which attend the glorified 

body? 
 

 

 

 

 

 


