THE INFLUENCE OF GODLY PARENTS

BIBLE TEXT :_Proverbs 22:6; 29:15; II Timothy 1:1-5; Genesis 18: 1-3, 16-19; Joshua 24:14,

15.
LESSON 385 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: "“Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy

soul” (Proverbs 29:17).
BIBLE TEXT in King J Versi

Proverbs 22:6

® Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.

Proverbs 29:15

> The rod and reproof give
wisdom: but a child left to himself
bringeth his mother to shame.

2 Timothy 1:1-5

! Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, according to
the promise of life which is in
Christ Jesus,

% To Timothy, my dearly beloved
son: Grace, mercy, and peace,
from God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve from
my forefathers with pure
conscience, that without ceasing I
have remembrance of thee in my
prayers night and day;

* Greatly desiring to see thee,
being mindful of thy tears, that I
may be filled with joy;

> When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother
Eunice; and I am persuaded that
in thee also.

Genesis 18:1-3

1 And the LORD appeared unto
him in the plains of Mamre: and
he sat in the tent door in the heat
of the day; > And he lift up his
eyes and looked, and, lo, three
men stood by him: and when he
saw them, he ran to meet them
from the tent door, and bowed

The Influence of Godly Parents

BIBLE REFERENCES:

NOTES:
God'’s Plan for Obedience

God is an orderly God. His universe was created and is
sustained in an orderly manner, based upon obedience -—
following the plan of God. Nature follows God’s plan, but what
about man?

As you boys and girls know, the planets, including our earth,
are sustained precisely in their orbits. This is according to the
ordinance of God. The vegetation, the flowers and the trees, bud
and blossom, at a precise time of year according to the plan of
God. Even the animals, the fish, the fowls reproduce at a precise
time of life because God has ordered it so.

Man is different. God has given him a free will. He is not
compelled to obey God, but he is happy if he does and he is
cursed if he does not. God wants a happy people who obey Him
because they love Him. He delights in them and they delight in
Him; and to such people there is a promise: “Delight thyself also
in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart”
(Psalm 37:4).

God has made a careful, precise plan for each boy and girl,
each man and woman, and those who obey and follow that plan
are happy and blessed.

Love Commands Obedience

The first thing of which a child is conscious in this life is the
care and love of Mother and Father. That is the way God
intended it to be. God shows His love and care for us through the
love He puts into the hearts of parents who love and serve Him.
The children of such parents are cradled in love; they are brought
up in the fear of God and disciplined by love. Blessed indeed is
the child who is born into a Christian home!

True love does not cater to every whim and fancy of a child.
Love is strong and supporting. Love commands obedience, and
that is the happy way.

Obedience to Parents

Children take their first steps on the Royal Road to Happiness
as they learn to obey their parents. The first verse of our text is
addressed to parents: “Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

Day by day they teach their children the way they should go as
revealed in the Bible. Way back in the time when Moses brought
the Children of Israel to the borders of the promised land, he said
to the people: “Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your
heart and in your soul, . . . And ye shall teach them your children,
speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up” (Deuteronomy 11:18, 19).

If we are obedient, our life here will be “as the days of heaven
upon the earth.” If we do not obey, we feel the lash. This, also,
is God’s plan; for “the rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame” (Proverbs 29:15).
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himself toward the ground, * And
said, My Lord, if now I have found
favour in thy sight, pass not away,
I pray thee, from thy servant:

Genesis 18:16-19

16 And the men rose up from
thence, and looked toward Sodom:
and Abraham went with them to
bring them on the way.

17" And the LORD said, Shall I hide
from Abraham that thing which I
do;

18 Seeing that Abraham shall
surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him?

19 For I know him, that he will
command his children and his
household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the LORD, to
do justice and judgment; that the
LORD may bring upon Abraham
that which he hath spoken of him.
Joshua 24:14

% Now therefore fear the LORD,
and serve him in sincerity and in
truth: and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the
other side of the flood, and in
Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.

Joshua 24:15

15 And if it seem evil unto you to
serve the LORD, choose you this
day whom ye will serve; whether
the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side
of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:
but as for me and my house, we
will serve the LORD.

The Influence of Godly Parents

Timothy's Example

How many people received such godly training in their youth
we do not know, but we read in the Bible about young Timothy.
His mother Eunice was a Jewess, as was his grandmother Lois; so
no doubt this kind of discipline and training in the Word of God
was Timothy’s portion as he grew up. He responded to the words
his mother read to him out of the Word of God, and he became a
true Christian.

Timothy was well-known as an obedient, faithful son; and
when Paul the Apostle came to Timothy’s home town on his
second missionary journey he recognised him as a valuable
Gospel worker, and took him with him on some of his missionary
journeys.

Obedience to Ministers

Children acquire the habit of obedience to authority under the
influence of their godly parents, and when they are old enough to
take a part in church services, they are ready to obey their
Sunday School teacher and their minister, as God has said:
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves:
for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account”
(Hebrews 13:17).

Obedience to Civil Authorities

Later, when they go to public school, the habit of obedience
continues. They obey the teacher’s rules in so far as they do not
conflict with their service to God. They obey the traffic rules, and
the laws of the city and country in which they live, as they have
been taught from the Bible: “Put them in mind to be subject to
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to
every good work” (Titus 3:1).

Obedience to God

Above all, they have learned to obey God because they love
Him. He is the greatest of all those whom any person is to obey.
And it is easy to know what God wants us to do, because Hew
has written his commands in the Bible. In school we learn by
reading the textbooks and by hearing what our teachers say. We
learn God’s will by reading the Bible and listening to the Teacher
whom Jesus sent into the world -- the Holy Ghost who speaks in
our hearts and tells us it is right to obey.

Christian’s Privilege

Now that we have considered the influence that godly parents
have upon their children, let us consider the privilege children
have to help their parents. Each Christian parent has a part in the
Gospel work. For Mother it may not be a part that is seen by
others. Her part may be praying and keeping the home for her
family. Father may attend street meetings; he may drive the
Sunday School bus; he may testify; he may preach.

But whatever part Mother and Father have, the children can
help. They can do all things without murmurings and disputtings,
and that is God's way (Philippians 2:14-15 4 Do all things
without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in

the world;). At prayer time they can take their turn reading the
Bible, and joining in prayer at the family altar.

At one time the Prophet Joel said that even the babies should
be brought to church where children and the older people
worshiped the Lord. In other places in the Bible God says: “Let
all the people say, Amen.” He wants all the people, the young
and the old, to express their belief in His Word.

Abraham’s Example
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Abraham and Sarah were godly parents about whom we read
in the Bible. They loved God and were careful to obey Him.
Abraham did not complain when he had only a faithful servant,
Eliezer, to be his heir; but when God promised Abraham a son in
his old age, he believed God. God called Abraham His friend, and
said: “Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know
him, that he will command his children and his household after
him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and
judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he
hath spoken of him” (Genesis 18:17-19).

God knows each of us today, too. Are we true and strong in
faith? Are we keeping the way of the Lord? Are we saved and
doing His will? Are we living so that God may bring upon our
parents the good things he wants to do for them?

God had promised Abraham the land of Canaan, and that all
the nations of the earth should be blessed in him; but, you see,
the fulfilment of those promises depended upon the children
serving God.

Where Do You Stand?

Could it be that your parents want to go to camp meeting, but
because you will not do right, they have to stay home? Could it
be that God wants to send them out as missionaries, but because
you are not saved they cannot go?

May it be said of you that you appreciate the Gospel, that you
have a keen sense of the value of your father’s religion, and will
stand with him as he says, “As for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).

QUESTIONS

1. In what time of life should a person be trained in the way
he should go?

2. What does a child bring to his mother if he is left to grow
up without reproof?

3. Of what nationality was Eunice, Timothy’s mother?

4.  On the authority of what Book was he probably trained as a
child?

5. In what manner did God say he would bless Abraham?

6. What were the children to do so the Lord could bring these
great blessings upon Abraham?

7. Who said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD"?
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