ADVICE  TO  A  YOUNG  WARRIOR
BIBLE TEXT  : II Timothy 3:14-17;  4:1-8;  I Timothy 6:11, 12.  
LESSON 416    Junior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “Watch thou in all things” (II Timothy 4:5).
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	BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version
	BIBLE REFERENCES:

	2 Timothy 3:14-17 
14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 
15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 
1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 
6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
1 Timothy 6:11 
11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

1 Timothy 6:12 
12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 




































QUESTIONS
1. How had Timothy heard of the Scriptures?
2. Who taught him what to do as a minister?
3. Explain this verse:  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
4. Of what value is Bible study?
5. What is the fruit of the Spirit?  (Galatians 5:22, 23).
6. How was Paul likened to a soldier?
7. What kind of reward was he expecting?
8. Who else will receive a reward from the Lord?









































	

	
	NOTES: 
Remember
It had been Timothy’s privilege to be with Paul, a real soldier of the Cross.  Timothy had learned many spiritual lessons from Paul.  He had been able to benefit from Paul’s experience.  Paul advised him to remember the things that he had learned, and continue to do them.  Paul gave the same advice to the Hebrews when he said,  “We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” (Hebrews 2:1).  It is one thing to know the Bible but it is quite another thing to do what the Word of God teaches.  In James 1:22 we read:  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
Good Training
Paul reminded Timothy of his good training.  Even as a child, Timothy had been taught the Scriptures, which at that time consisted of the Old Testament.  Both his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois, were devout women of faith (2 Timothy 1:5 
5  When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.).  Timothy was privileged to be brought up by those women who not only taught him the Word but also set a good example of a believer.
Children do not always appreciate the privilege they have of being reared in a Christian home.  They will be spared many stumbles and falls if they take heed to the instructions of the Bible.  Solomon said:  “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:  for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head” (Proverbs 1:8, 9).
Timothy’s study of the Scriptures made him “wise unto salvation.”  He learned the value and necessity of being saved.  He learned how to be saved.  The things he learned caused him to pray and he was saved.  You have learned in Sunday School about being saved.  Are you saved?
Paul’s Helper
Later Timothy accompanied Paul on some missionary trips (Acts  6:1-3 1  Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: 2  Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. 3  Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek). He learned the Gospel as he listened to Paul preach.  He saw the example of a Christian life as he lived and journeyed with Paul.  The time came when Timothy was sent out to preach the Gospel. Paul referred to Timothy as his “work-fellow” (Romans 16:21) and said, “As a son with the father” Timothy had served with him in the Gospel (Philippians 2:22).  Timothy was also a scribe for Paul as he wrote letters to the Corinthians and to the Hebrews.  With all his training and privileges, Timothy yet needed and took advice.
The Inspired Word
One important thing for Timothy to learn was the fact that the Bible is inspired of God.  We, too, need to know that.  Although the Scriptures were written by the pen of men, God told them what to write.  Many did not know the full meaning of what they wrote but they were led by God.  In II Peter 1:21 we read:  “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  We know that God gave the Law to Moses and that He spoke through the prophets.  Many people accept some of the Bible to be from God, but “all scripture is given by inspiration of God” -- that means the whole Bible.
New Translation
We are living in perilous times (2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.) when men have tried to rewrite the Bible in modern words.  Some of these men are not even believers and their translations lack the true meaning of the Bible.  They may think that their words explain the Scriptures better, but those who love the Word of God read the King James Version which can be trusted to be the inspired Word of God.  This one verse is good test that the translation of the Bible is God’s inspired Word: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16).  If it reads any differently, then the verse is man’s words in a modern translation.  Look in the front of your Bible to see that you are studying and reading a King James Version.
Valuable
As one studies the Bible, he finds many valuable lessons.  The Bible is different from any other book.  Some books are rule books; some are poetry books: some are history books; some are teaching books; but the Bible is all that put together, and more.
“Profitable for doctrine”:  In the Bible we read of the teachings of Jesus and His belief.  One must have doctrine in order to know what to believe.  It teaches certain rules as given by God.  How can one be a true follower of the Lord if he does not know the teachings of the Bible?
Profitable “for reproof, for correction”:  Sometimes God convicts a person as he reads the Bible.  He realises that he has failed to do some of God’s teachings or that some of the things he is doing are wrong.  It is good to be corrected, for then one learns how terrible his actions have been.  How can one live better if he is never reproved?
One can be set right when he does what he learns in the Bible.  We read that there is a growing that takes place in the life of a Christian.  (2 Peter 1:5-9 5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins)  The Lord chastens those whom He loves (Hebrews 12:6 
6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.) that they may bring forth more fruit for Him (John 15:2 2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.).  How can one improve and add Christian graces and fruit if he does not see that he lacks them?
Profitable “for instruction in righteousness”:  Lessons and explanations about righteousness, its importance, and how to live are all given in the Bible.  When one wants to learn something new he must follow the directions.  When a boy wants to put a model airplane together, he reads the directions and explanations.  When he learns to play a game he must follow the rules.  When a girl learns to cook she must read the recipe or take directions from someone.  When she learns to sew she looks at the directions given on the pattern or follows the guidance of her mother or teacher.  How can one be a Christian if he is not taught the ways of righteousness?
Paul told Timothy that all these things are in the Bible to teach one to be what God wants him to be so that he can do good works.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught:  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
A Charge
Paul gave Timothy a solemn charge to preach the Word.  He meant that he was to preach not only by sermon but also by the way he lived.  One can proclaim the Gospel by being a living example.  One can be alert to help others by quoting the Bible and testifying when the opportunity is given.
Itching Ears
The time is coming, if not already here, when people will not listen to the words of the Bible.  Some ministers give sermons about many other things than the Bible.  Some have said that they cannot preach so strictly, because the people want to hear only pleasant things, which tickle the ears, but those things do not help the heart.  Some people turn away from the truth of the Bible and listen to stories and ideas of men.  But beware!  “Watch thou in all things.”  Paul told Timothy to “flee” those things, which are not according to God’s way and to “follow after” the good things of God, which will bring the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.).
An Old Soldier
Recently, we have studied about Christian soldiers.  Paul was one who knew that there was a battle of right against wrong to fight.  He said,  “Fight the good fight of faith.”  How these words of Paul must have inspired Timothy, as they do us today!  He probably could have said, too, to fight by faith.  How wonderful at the end of one’s life to say, “I have finished my course!”  Finished the journey that God had chosen!  “I have kept the faith and can call it a good fight!”
Reward
Because of Paul’s faithfulness, he expected to receive a crown.  We read of those crowns which will be awarded to God’s people:  a “crown of righteousness,”  a “crown of life” (James 1:12), and a “crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4 4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.); but they must be won.  A crown will be given not only to Paul but also there is a crown for all who live for Jesus and “love his appearing.”  Many people work for rewards here upon earth but how different will be the rewards given by the Lord, rewards that are lasting, not influenced by bribes, and not affected by decay.
These words of Paul inspire one not only to endure to the end but also to tell others so they may prepare for the wonderful day when Jesus shall come.  In Revelation 3:11 we read:  “Behold, I come quickly:  hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”



