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LAST  DAYS  AND  THE  LATTER  RAIN 
BIBLE TEXT  : James 4:1-10;  5 :1-9. 

LESSON 451   Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: "Therefore be ye also ready:  for In such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 

cometh"  (Matthew 24:44). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version Bible References: 

James 4:1-10  
1  From whence come wars and 
fightings among you? come they 
not hence, even of your lusts that 
war in your members?  
2  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not.  
3  Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.  
4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God? 
whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.  
5   Do ye think that the scripture 
saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?  
6  But he giveth more grace. 
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble.  
7  Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you.  
8  Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded.  
9  Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep: let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to 
heaviness.  
10  Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, and he shall lift you 
up.  
James 5:1-20  
1  Go to now, ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your miseries that 
shall come upon you.  
2  Your riches are corrupted, and 

I  Signs of Last Days 

11..  EEvviill  ddeessiirreess  ccaauussee  ccoonntteennttiioonnss,,  JJaammeess  44::11−−33;;    

JJaammeess  11::1144    
1144    BBuutt  eevveerryy  mmaann  iiss  tteemmpptteedd,,  wwhheenn  hhee  iiss  ddrraawwnn  aawwaayy  ooff  hhiiss  

oowwnn  lluusstt,,  aanndd  eennttiicceedd..    

JJaammeess  11::1155    
1155    TThheenn  wwhheenn  lluusstt  hhaatthh  ccoonncceeiivveedd,,  iitt  bbrriinnggeetthh  ffoorrtthh  ssiinn::  aanndd  

ssiinn,,  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  ffiinniisshheedd,,  bbrriinnggeetthh  ffoorrtthh  ddeeaatthh..  

22..    FFrriieennddsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iiss  eennmmiittyy  wwiitthh  GGoodd,,  JJaammeess  44::44,,  55;;    

11  JJoohhnn  22::1155    
1155    LLoovvee  nnoott  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  nneeiitthheerr  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  aarree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  

IIff  aannyy  mmaann  lloovvee  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  iiss  nnoott  iinn  hhiimm..  

33..  TTrreeaassuurreess  aarree  bbeeiinngg  hheeaappeedd  ttooggeetthheerr  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayyss,,  JJaammeess  

55::11−−33;;  

EEcccclleessiiaasstteess  55::1100    
1100    HHee  tthhaatt  lloovveetthh  ssiillvveerr  sshhaallll  nnoott  bbee  ssaattiissffiieedd  wwiitthh  ssiillvveerr;;  nnoorr  

hhee  tthhaatt  lloovveetthh  aabbuunnddaannccee  wwiitthh  iinnccrreeaassee::  tthhiiss  iiss  aallssoo  vvaanniittyy..    

11  TTiimmootthhyy  66::1100    
1100    FFoorr  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  mmoonneeyy  iiss  tthhee  rroooott  ooff  aallll  eevviill::  wwhhiicchh  wwhhiillee  

ssoommee  ccoovveetteedd  aafftteerr,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  eerrrreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  

ppiieerrcceedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhrroouugghh  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  ssoorrrroowwss....  

44..    FFrraauudd  iiss  pprreevvaalleenntt,,  JJaammeess  55::44,,    

JJeerreemmiiaahh  2222::1133    
1133    WWooee  uunnttoo  hhiimm  tthhaatt  bbuuiillddeetthh  hhiiss  hhoouussee  bbyy  uunnrriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,  

aanndd  hhiiss  cchhaammbbeerrss  bbyy  wwrroonngg;;  tthhaatt  uusseetthh  hhiiss  nneeiigghhbboouurr''ss  sseerrvviiccee  

wwiitthhoouutt  wwaaggeess,,  aanndd  ggiivveetthh  hhiimm  nnoott  ffoorr  hhiiss  wwoorrkk;;  

55..    PPlleeaassuurree  sseeeekkeerrss  aabboouunndd,,  JJaammeess  55::55;;    

LLuukkee  88::1144    
1144    AAnndd  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  ffeellll  aammoonngg  tthhoorrnnss  aarree  tthheeyy,,  wwhhiicchh,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  hheeaarrdd,,  ggoo  ffoorrtthh,,  aanndd  aarree  cchhookkeedd  wwiitthh  ccaarreess  aanndd  rriicchheess  aanndd  

pplleeaassuurreess  ooff  tthhiiss  lliiffee,,  aanndd  bbrriinngg  nnoo  ffrruuiitt  ttoo  ppeerrffeeccttiioonn..    
22  TTiimmootthhyy  33::44    
44    TTrraaiittoorrss,,  hheeaaddyy,,  hhiigghhmmiinnddeedd,,  lloovveerrss  ooff  pplleeaassuurreess  mmoorree  tthhaann  

lloovveerrss  ooff  GGoodd;;  

66..  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  mmeenn  aarree  ccoonnddeemmnneedd  aanndd  kkiilllleedd,,  JJaammeess  55::66,,    

MMaatttthheeww  2244::99    
99    TThheenn  sshhaallll  tthheeyy  ddeelliivveerr  yyoouu  uupp  ttoo  bbee  aafffflliicctteedd,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  kkiillll  yyoouu::  
aanndd  yyee  sshhaallll  bbee  hhaatteedd  ooff  aallll  nnaattiioonnss  ffoorr  mmyy  nnaammee''ss  ssaakkee..    

JJoohhnn  1166::22    
22    TThheeyy  sshhaallll  ppuutt  yyoouu  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ssyynnaaggoogguueess::  yyeeaa,,  tthhee  ttiimmee  ccoommeetthh,,  

tthhaatt  wwhhoossooeevveerr  kkiilllleetthh  yyoouu  wwiillll  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  hhee  ddooeetthh  GGoodd  sseerrvviiccee..  
  

II  Overcoming the Evil 

11..  GGoodd  ggiivveess  ggrraaccee  ttoo  tthhee  hhuummbbllee,,  JJaammeess  44::66,,1100;;    

PPssaallmm  113388::66    
66    TThhoouugghh  tthhee  LLOORRDD  bbee  hhiigghh,,  yyeett  hhaatthh  hhee  rreessppeecctt  uunnttoo  tthhee  

lloowwllyy::  bbuutt  tthhee  pprroouudd  hhee  kknnoowweetthh  aaffaarr  ooffff..    

LLuukkee  1144::1111    
1111    FFoorr  wwhhoossooeevveerr  eexxaalltteetthh  hhiimmsseellff  sshhaallll  bbee  aabbaasseedd;;  aanndd  hhee  tthhaatt  

hhuummbblleetthh  hhiimmsseellff  sshhaallll  bbee  eexxaalltteedd..  
22..  ""RReessiisstt  tthhee  ddeevviill,,  aanndd  hhee  wwiillll  fflleeee  ffrroomm  yyoouu,,""  JJaammeess  44::77;;    
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your garments are motheaten.  
3  Your gold and silver is cankered; 
and the rust of them shall be a 
witness against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 
heaped treasure together for the 
last days.  
4  Behold, the hire of the labourers 
who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth: and the cries of 
them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord 
of sabaoth.  
5  Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton; ye have 
nourished your hearts, as in a day 
of slaughter.  
6  Ye have condemned and killed 
the just; and he doth not resist 
you.  
7  Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter 
rain.  
8  Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.  
9  Grudge not one against another, 
brethren, lest ye be condemned: 
behold, the judge standeth before 
the door.  
10  Take, my brethren, the 
prophets, who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example 
of suffering affliction, and of 
patience.  
11  Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have seen 
the end of the Lord; that the Lord 
is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy.  
12  But above all things, my 
brethren, swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath: but let 
your yea be yea; and your nay, 

1 Peter 5:8  
8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour:  

1 Peter 5:9  
9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world.  

33..  ""DDrraaww  nniigghh  ttoo  GGoodd,,  aanndd  hhee  wwiillll  ddrraaww  nniigghh  ttoo  yyoouu,,""  JJaammeess  

44::88,,    

PPrroovveerrbbss  88::1177    
1177    II  lloovvee  tthheemm  tthhaatt  lloovvee  mmee;;  aanndd  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  sseeeekk  mmee  eeaarrllyy  sshhaallll  

ffiinndd  mmee..  

44..  SSiinnnneerrss  mmuusstt  rreeppeenntt,,  JJaammeess  44::88,,  99;;  

MMaatttthheeww  44::1177    
1177    FFrroomm  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  JJeessuuss  bbeeggaann  ttoo  pprreeaacchh,,  aanndd  ttoo  ssaayy,,  RReeppeenntt::  
ffoorr  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  hheeaavveenn  iiss  aatt  hhaanndd..    

AAccttss  1177::3300    
3300    AAnndd  tthhee  ttiimmeess  ooff  tthhiiss  iiggnnoorraannccee  GGoodd  wwiinnkkeedd  aatt;;  bbuutt  nnooww  

ccoommmmaannddeetthh  aallll  mmeenn  eevveerryy  wwhheerree  ttoo  rreeppeenntt::..  
III  The Overcomer's Hope 

11..  TThhee  hhuussbbaannddmmaann  wwaaiittss  ffoorr  tthhee  ""eeaarrllyy  aanndd  llaatttteerr  rraaiinn,,""    

JJaammeess  55::77;;  
Acts 2:14-21  

14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye 
that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and 
hearken to my words:  
15  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is 
but the third hour of the day.  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:  
19  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in 
the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:  
20  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord 
come:  
21  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

22..  TThhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ddrraawwss  nniigghh,,  JJaammeess  55::88,,99;;  
Luke 21:28  

28  And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.  

..  
 
Notes:  

As the Spirit inspired others to write of the conditions of the 
last days, so James was inspired also to write, that the hearts of 

men might be more fully awakened. The Spirit would impress 
upon all the need of true godliness in this late, late hour. 

"Wars and Rumours of Wars" 

Jesus told His disciples that the condition of wars and rumours 
of wars would be one of the signs of the last days. The Word of 
God tells us that "wars and fightings" stem from "lusts that war in 
your members." No doubt this can be said of all contention, 

whether on a world-wide scale or whether it be between 
individuals. There would be no conflict if somebody did not hope 
to gain something -- whatever the end in view. 

One of the definitions of lust is an inordinate or unrestrained 
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nay; lest ye fall into 
condemnation.  
13  Is any among you afflicted? let 
him pray. Is any merry? let him 
sing psalms.  
14  Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord:  
15  And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him.  
16  Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.  
17  Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six 
months.  
18  And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit.  
19  Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert 
him;  
20  Let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.  
 

desire. This unrestrained desire for power or place has sometimes 
entered the realm of religion, too, resulting in the separation of 
men from God, the separation of chief friends; and it has given 
the enemies of the Gospel an opportunity to point the finger of 
scorn.  

This type of sin may start from a small beginning, but it grows 
fast. Perhaps another has filled the place or position that you had 
hoped would be yours. What has been your reaction? Have you 
prayed for him? Or have you looked for faults and talked about 

him to others? Christians must be constantly on guard against this 
subtle sin. 

Unanswered Prayer 

The Word of God here tells why some prayers are 
unanswered: they have a selfish motive. Our missionary to Japan 
has aptly said, "The Lord will supply our needs, but not our 
"greeds." God knows the heart of each individual, and He often 

withholds the unneeded. 
"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 

consume it upon your lusts." God answers every sincere prayer as 
He knows best -- sometimes with a "yes," or a "no," or "wait." 
The story is told of the man who prayed for a new automobile, 
and the Lord answered his prayer by giving him a new pair of 
shoes. 

The last days are marked by prayers that are unanswered. The 

remark is sometimes heard, "Why is it so difficult to receive an 
answer to prayer?" The answer to this question is, men are too 
busy to really spend the time in prevailing prayer, and when they 
do pray, they pray for the fulfilment of their own desires. God 
honours those who prevail in prayer for the salvation of souls and 
the furtherance of His cause and Kingdom. His promise is, "The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (James 
5:16). If prayer is not being answered, let us not blame God, but 
realise there is something on our part yet to be done. 

Pleasure Seekers 

Even if the Scriptures had said nothing about it, we can easily 
see that pleasure seeking marks the days in which we live. The 
Bible says, "This know also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. For men shall be . . . lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God" (II Timothy 3:1-4). It has been established that 

billions of Naira is spent by Nigerians annually in pursuit of 
happiness in their leisure hours. Millions of tickets a week are sold 
by the movie theatres. Television costs are in millions. A further 
estimate is that their pleasure-bent Americans counterparts in 
1960 spent $800 million on golf, $1 billion on hunting, $2 billion 
on fishing and $2.5 billion on boating. 

Comic books, which were unknown until about the time of the 
Second World war, now sell billions of copies a year.  Over 10 
million Americans are taking dancing lessons. In 1960 the 
cigarette output in the United States totalled nearly 500 billion 
cigarettes, at a cost to the public of over $6 billion, the 
Agricultural Department reported. 

These pleasures are often pursued at the cost of neglecting 
the worship of God. What is so important about worldly pleasure 
that one surrenders his soul to get it? This all points to the fact 
that many Americans have reverted to idol worship. They are 
worship-pers of themselves, new homes, big cars, money, 
clothes, and worldly pleasure. The first commandment is: "Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3). 

Overcomers 
Amid all the evil foretold of the last days, the promise shines 

through that God's children can, and must, be overcomers. The 
way to overcome is outlined. Pride, one of the objects of God's 
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hatred, has to be abased, and humility must take its place. How 
will this be accomplished? By submitting one's self to God. The 
devil must be resisted, so that he will flee from the child of God. 
Can one successfully resist the devil? Jesus gave us the example 
that the devil can be successfully resisted through the Word of 
God, but one must know the Word in order to use it against the 
devil, therefore it is imperative that the Word be studied by the 
Christian. 

"They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 

word of their testimony" (Revelation 12:11). The child of God has 
the privilege of fleeing to the Blood of the Crucified One and of 
pleading for the efficacy of that Blood to cover his life. The devil 
hates the Blood of Christ, for it was shed for the remission of sins, 
and it witnesses to the devil's eternal doom. When the Christian 
flees to the Blood, the devil flees from the Christian. 

Another wonderful promise is, "Draw nigh to God, and he will 

draw nigh to you" (James 4:8). Lay aside the cares of life, forget 
the burdens of the day for a little while, shut yourself in your 
closet alone with God, centre your mind and heart upon Him in 
prayer, and see how quickly He will bless your soul. If we cannot 
get through in prayer to God, it is usually because our minds and 
hearts are cluttered with other things and thoughts. Little wonder 
that God's Word says, "Purify your hearts, ye double minded" 
(James 4:8). 

Riches 
The mention of riches and rich men enters into this description 

of the last days. The world has always known of rich men, but the 
truth is beyond disputation that there are more rich men and 
greater riches in the world today than ever before. It has been 
said that if Adam had lived to the present day, and that he had 
been able to save $10,000 a year all the years from his time to 
ours, his fortune would be small compared with that of many 
individual fortunes of today. A weekly periodical in recent issues 
has referred to many Americans as billionaires. If these men were 
monarchs or Eastern potentates, one would not be quite so much 
surprised; but these men are private citizens who have acquired 
such great wealth. There is an ever-growing number of 
billionaires in the world, but money is valueless when it comes to 
obtaining eternal life. The time is coming when riches will cause 

suffering, rather than enjoyment. The Bible says, "Your gold and 
silver is cankered, and the rust of them shall be a witness against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire" (James 5:3). 

Ray of Hope 

One ray of hope shines through the gloomy description of the 
last days, just as the searchlight makes a bright path of light 
through the dark night sky. Jesus is coming! "Be patient 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord" (James 5:7). 
The husbandman waits long and has much patience for the fruit 
of the earth. The early rain comes, then the latter rain in its 
season. All things that might cause failure are avoided, and the 
harvest is gathered in. 

The Lord said that in like manner the true children of God 
would at last be gathered into Heaven. The "EEaarrllyy  RRaaiinn""  ffeellll  aatt  

PPeenntteeccoosstt  ((Joel 2:21-29 21  Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: 
for the LORD will do great things. 22  Be not afraid, ye beasts of 
the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree 
beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. 
23  Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your 
God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will 
cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month. 24  And the floors shall be full of 
wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25  And I will 
restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the 
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cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great 
army which I sent among you. 26  And ye shall eat in plenty, and 
be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that 
hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be 
ashamed. 27  And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people 
shall never be ashamed. 28  And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: 29  And also upon the servants 
and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 
Acts 2:14-21 14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up 
his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that 
dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words: 15  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is 

but the third hour of the day. 16  But this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel; 17  And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams: 18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will 
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 

 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth 
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20  The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come: 21  And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. ) and today the "Latter Rain" is falling and people are 

receiving it. It is time for all to awaken, to obtain and keep the oil 
in their lamp and vessel, for the cry is going forth in all lands: 
"Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him" 
(Matthew 25:6). This is the last call before the vials of God's 
wrath are poured out in the Great Tribulation. These are the last 
days preceding His coming for His Bride. The responsibility is on 
every one who receives the Light, to walk in it, for the Light has 
come; and how shall we escape if we walk not in it, and do not 
seek and obtain all that the Lord has purchased and provided for 
us? 

The last days are evil days, but they can be good days to the 
children of God, for they precede the second coming of Jesus. 
God's salvation is the only solution to the great problems that are 
facing this world. God's grace is the only refuge for this poor, lost, 
doomed world. 

QUESTIONS 
1.  What causes wars and fightings? 
2.  Why do some prayers go unanswered? 
3.  If one be a friend of the world, what is he to God?  
4.  What does God do to the proud?  To the humble? 
5.  Can the devil be made to flee? How? 
6.  How may one cause God to draw nigh? 
7.  What have rich men heaped together for the last days? 
8.  Name two things required to produce the natural fruit of the 

earth; the spiritual fruit. 
9. What hope should be uppermost in the hearts of Christians in 

these last days? 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 


