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THE  LIFE  OF  HOLINESS 
BIBLE TEXT  : I Peter 1:1−25; 2:1−25. 

LESSON 452    Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: "As he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy"  (I Peter 1:15, 16). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version Bible References: 

1 Peter 1:1-25  
1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
2  Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace 
unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied.  
3  Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,  
4  To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you,  
5  Who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  
6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations:  
7  That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  
8  Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory:  
9  Receiving the end of your faith, 
even the salvation of your souls.  
10  Of which salvation the 
prophets have enquired and 
searched diligently, who 

I  Peter's Comforting Messages 

1. We have a lively hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, I Peter 1:1-3; 
1 Corinthians 15:20  

20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.  

2. An undefiled inheritance is reserved in Heaven for us, I Peter 

1:4, 5; 
Colossians 1:5  

5  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;  

2 Timothy 4:8  
8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.  

3. Our faith, though being tried, is more precious than gold, I 

Peter 1:6-9;  
JJoobb  2233::1100    

1100    BBuutt  hhee  kknnoowweetthh  tthhee  wwaayy  tthhaatt  II  ttaakkee::  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaatthh  ttrriieedd  

mmee,,  II  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ffoorrtthh  aass  ggoolldd..    

PPssaallmm  6666::1100    
1100    FFoorr  tthhoouu,,  OO  GGoodd,,  hhaasstt  pprroovveedd  uuss::  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  ttrriieedd  uuss,,  aass  

ssiillvveerr  iiss  ttrriieedd..    

JJaammeess  11::33    
33    KKnnoowwiinngg  tthhiiss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttrryyiinngg  ooff  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  wwoorrkkeetthh  

ppaattiieennccee.. 

4. This salvation was of deepest interest to prophets and angels, I 

Peter 1:10-14;  
EExxoodduuss  2255::1188--2200    

1188    AAnndd  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  mmaakkee  ttwwoo  cchheerruubbiimmss  ooff  ggoolldd,,  ooff  bbeeaatteenn  

wwoorrkk  sshhaalltt  tthhoouu  mmaakkee  tthheemm,,  iinn  tthhee  ttwwoo  eennddss  ooff  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  

sseeaatt..    
1199    AAnndd  mmaakkee  oonnee  cchheerruubb  oonn  tthhee  oonnee  eenndd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  

cchheerruubb  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  eenndd::  eevveenn  ooff  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  sseeaatt  sshhaallll  yyee  

mmaakkee  tthhee  cchheerruubbiimmss  oonn  tthhee  ttwwoo  eennddss  tthheerreeooff..    
2200    AAnndd  tthhee  cchheerruubbiimmss  sshhaallll  ssttrreettcchh  ffoorrtthh  tthheeiirr  wwiinnggss  oonn  

hhiigghh,,  ccoovveerriinngg  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  sseeaatt  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  wwiinnggss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

ffaacceess  sshhaallll  llooookk  oonnee  ttoo  aannootthheerr;;  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  sseeaatt  sshhaallll  

tthhee  ffaacceess  ooff  tthhee  cchheerruubbiimmss  bbee..    

EEpphheessiiaannss  33::99    
99    AAnndd  ttoo  mmaakkee  aallll  mmeenn  sseeee  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  

mmyysstteerryy,,  wwhhiicchh  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  hhaatthh  bbeeeenn  

hhiidd  iinn  GGoodd,,  wwhhoo  ccrreeaatteedd  aallll  tthhiinnggss  bbyy  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt::    

EEpphheessiiaannss  33::1100    
1100    TToo  tthhee  iinntteenntt  tthhaatt  nnooww  uunnttoo  tthhee  pprriinncciippaalliittiieess  aanndd  

ppoowweerrss  iinn  hheeaavveennllyy  ppllaacceess  mmiigghhtt  bbee  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

tthhee  mmaanniiffoolldd  wwiissddoomm  ooff  GGoodd,, 

5. God is holy. We as His children must bear His likeness, I Peter 
1:15-17 

LLeevviittiiccuuss  1111::4444    
4444    FFoorr  II  aamm  tthhee  LLOORRDD  yyoouurr  GGoodd::  yyee  sshhaallll  tthheerreeffoorree  ssaannccttiiffyy  

yyoouurrsseellvveess,,  aanndd  yyee  sshhaallll  bbee  hhoollyy;;  ffoorr  II  aamm  hhoollyy::  nneeiitthheerr  sshhaallll  

yyee  ddeeffiillee  yyoouurrsseellvveess  wwiitthh  aannyy  mmaannnneerr  ooff  ccrreeeeppiinngg  tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  

ccrreeeeppeetthh  uuppoonn  tthhee  eeaarrtthh..    

LLuukkee  11::7744--7755    
7744    TThhaatt  hhee  wwoouulldd  ggrraanntt  uunnttoo  uuss,,  tthhaatt  wwee  bbeeiinngg  ddeelliivveerreedd  oouutt  

ooff  tthhee  hhaanndd  ooff  oouurr  eenneemmiieess  mmiigghhtt  sseerrvvee  hhiimm  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr,,    
7755    IInn  hhoolliinneessss  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm,,  aallll  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  

oouurr  lliiffee..    
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prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you:  
11  Searching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.  
12  Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto 
us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the 
gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to 
look into.  
13  Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ;  
14  As obedient children, not 
fashioning yourselves according to 
the former lusts in your ignorance:  
15  But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation;  
16  Because it is written, Be ye 
holy; for I am holy.  
17  And if ye call on the Father, 
who without respect of persons 
judgeth according to every man's 
work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear:  
18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your 
fathers;  
19  But with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot:  
20  Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you,  
21  Who by him do believe in God, 
that raised him up from the dead, 
and gave him glory; that your faith 

HHeebbrreewwss  1122::1144    
1144    FFoollllooww  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  aallll  mmeenn,,  aanndd  hhoolliinneessss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  wwhhiicchh  

nnoo  mmaann  sshhaallll  sseeee  tthhee  LLoorrdd:: 

6. We were not redeemed with corruptible things, I Peter 1: 
18-21;  

AAccttss  2200::2288    
2288    TTaakkee  hheeeedd  tthheerreeffoorree  uunnttoo  yyoouurrsseellvveess,,  aanndd  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  fflloocckk,,  

oovveerr  tthhee  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt  hhaatthh  mmaaddee  yyoouu  oovveerrsseeeerrss,,  ttoo  

ffeeeedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  hhaatthh  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  

oowwnn  bblloooodd..    

EEpphheessiiaannss  11::77    
77    IInn  wwhhoomm  wwee  hhaavvee  rreeddeemmppttiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  bblloooodd,,  tthhee  

ffoorrggiivveenneessss  ooff  ssiinnss,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  rriicchheess  ooff  hhiiss  ggrraaccee;;    

HHeebbrreewwss  99::1122--1144    
1122    NNeeiitthheerr  bbyy  tthhee  bblloooodd  ooff  ggooaattss  aanndd  ccaallvveess,,  bbuutt  bbyy  hhiiss  oowwnn  

bblloooodd  hhee  eenntteerreedd  iinn  oonnccee  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  ppllaaccee,,  hhaavviinngg  

oobbttaaiinneedd  eetteerrnnaall  rreeddeemmppttiioonn  ffoorr  uuss..    
1133    FFoorr  iiff  tthhee  bblloooodd  ooff  bbuullllss  aanndd  ooff  ggooaattss,,  aanndd  tthhee  aasshheess  ooff  aann  

hheeiiffeerr  sspprriinnkklliinngg  tthhee  uunncclleeaann,,  ssaannccttiiffiieetthh  ttoo  tthhee  ppuurriiffyyiinngg  ooff  

tthhee  fflleesshh::    
1144    HHooww  mmuucchh  mmoorree  sshhaallll  tthhee  bblloooodd  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  wwhhoo  tthhrroouugghh  

tthhee  eetteerrnnaall  SSppiirriitt  ooffffeerreedd  hhiimmsseellff  wwiitthhoouutt  ssppoott  ttoo  GGoodd,,  ppuurrggee  

yyoouurr  ccoonnsscciieennccee  ffrroomm  ddeeaadd  wwoorrkkss  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthhee  lliivviinngg  GGoodd??    

RReevveellaattiioonn  55::99    
99    AAnndd  tthheeyy  ssuunngg  aa  nneeww  ssoonngg,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  TThhoouu  aarrtt  wwoorrtthhyy  ttoo  

ttaakkee  tthhee  bbooookk,,  aanndd  ttoo  ooppeenn  tthhee  sseeaallss  tthheerreeooff::  ffoorr  tthhoouu  wwaasstt  

ssllaaiinn,,  aanndd  hhaasstt  rreeddeeeemmeedd  uuss  ttoo  GGoodd  bbyy  tthhyy  bblloooodd  oouutt  ooff  

eevveerryy  kkiinnddrreedd,,  aanndd  ttoonngguuee,,  aanndd  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  nnaattiioonn;; 
II  Peter's Advice 

11..  LLoovvee  oonnee  aannootthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ppuurree  hheeaarrtt  ffeerrvveennttllyy,,  II  PPeetteerr  

11::2222−−2255    
Romans 12:9-10  

9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is good.  
10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honour preferring one another;  

1 Timothy 1:5  
5  Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:  

1 John 3:18  
18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth.  

22..  LLaayy  aassiiddee  aallll  eevviill  tteennddeenncciieess  aanndd  ddeessiirree  tthhee  ssiinncceerree  mmiillkk  ooff  

tthhee  WWoorrdd,,  II  PPeetteerr  22::11−−33,,  1111,,  1122;;  
Matthew 18:3  

3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.  

1 Corinthians 3:2  
2  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto 
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.  

Ephesians 4:22-25  
22  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;  
23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  
24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness.  
25  Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.  

Colossians 3:8  
8  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.  

Hebrews 12:1  
1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us,  

James 1:21  
21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
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and hope might be in God.  
22  Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart 
fervently:  
23  Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever.  
24  For all flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away:  
25  But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you.  
1 Peter 2:1-25  
1  Wherefore laying aside all 
malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings,  
2  As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby:  
3  If so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious.  
4  To whom coming, as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of 
men, but chosen of God, and 
precious,  
5  Ye also, as lively stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.  
6  Wherefore also it is contained in 
the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion 
a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on 
him shall not be confounded.  
7  Unto you therefore which 
believe he is precious: but unto 
them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the corner,  
8  And a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offence, even to them 

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted 
word, which is able to save your souls.  

33..    CChhrriisstt,,  ""aa  lliivviinngg  ssttoonnee,,""  iiss  pprreecciioouuss  ttoo  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  bbuutt  ""aa  

ssttoonnee  ooff  ssttuummbblliinngg""  ttoo  tthhee  ddiissoobbeeddiieenntt,,  II  PPeetteerr  22::44−−1122;;    
EEpphheessiiaannss  22::1199--2222    

1199    NNooww  tthheerreeffoorree  yyee  aarree  nnoo  mmoorree  ssttrraannggeerrss  aanndd  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss,,  

bbuutt  ffeelllloowwcciittiizzeennss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ooff  

GGoodd;;    
2200    AAnndd  aarree  bbuuiilltt  uuppoonn  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  aappoossttlleess  aanndd  

pprroopphheettss,,  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  hhiimmsseellff  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccoorrnneerr  ssttoonnee;;    
2211    IInn  wwhhoomm  aallll  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ffiittllyy  ffrraammeedd  ttooggeetthheerr  ggrroowweetthh  

uunnttoo  aann  hhoollyy  tteemmppllee  iinn  tthhee  LLoorrdd::    
2222    IInn  wwhhoomm  yyee  aallssoo  aarree  bbuuiillddeedd  ttooggeetthheerr  ffoorr  aann  hhaabbiittaattiioonn  ooff  

GGoodd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  SSppiirriitt..  

44..    CChhrriissttiiaannss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  cciivviill  aauutthhoorriittiieess,,  

aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd,,  II  PPeetteerr  22::1133--1177;;    
Matthew 22:21  

21  They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.  

Romans 13:1  
1  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God.  

55..    SSeerrvvaannttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  mmaasstteerrss,,  II  PPeetteerr  

22::1188--2233;;    
Ephesians 6:5-8  

5  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;  
6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  
7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men:  
8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 

same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free.  

Colossians 3:22-25  
22  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God:  
23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men;  
24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  
25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.  

1 Timothy 6:1  
1  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their 
own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God 
and his doctrine be not blasphemed.  

Titus 2:9  
9  Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, 

and to please them well in all things; not answering again;  
Titus 2:10  

10  Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.  

66..    TThheeyy  hhaadd  ggoonnee  aassttrraayy  lliikkee  sshheeeepp  bbuutt  wweerree  nnooww  

rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  SShheepphheerrdd,,  II  PPeetteerr  22::2244,,  2255;;    
IIssaaiiaahh  5533::66    

66    AAllll  wwee  lliikkee  sshheeeepp  hhaavvee  ggoonnee  aassttrraayy;;  wwee  hhaavvee  ttuurrnneedd  eevveerryy  

oonnee  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  wwaayy;;  aanndd  tthhee  LLOORRDD  hhaatthh  llaaiidd  oonn  hhiimm  tthhee  

iinniiqquuiittyy  ooff  uuss  aallll..    

EEzzeekkiieell  3344::66    
66    MMyy  sshheeeepp  wwaannddeerreedd  tthhrroouugghh  aallll  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  aanndd  uuppoonn  

eevveerryy  hhiigghh  hhiillll::  yyeeaa,,  mmyy  fflloocckk  wwaass  ssccaatttteerreedd  uuppoonn  aallll  tthhee  

ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh,,  aanndd  nnoonnee  ddiidd  sseeaarrcchh  oorr  sseeeekk  aafftteerr  tthheemm..    

JJoohhnn  1100::1111--1166    
1111    II  aamm  tthhee  ggoooodd  sshheepphheerrdd::  tthhee  ggoooodd  sshheepphheerrdd  ggiivveetthh  hhiiss  
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which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they 
were appointed.  
9  But ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light:  
10  Which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of 
God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy.  
11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you 
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul;  
12  Having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles: that, 
whereas they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may by your good 
works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation.  
13   Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme;  
14  Or unto governors, as unto 
them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for 
the praise of them that do well.  
15  For so is the will of God, that 
with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish 
men:  
16  As free, and not using your 
liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God.  
17  Honour all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the king.  
18  Servants, be subject to your 
masters with all fear; not only to 
the good and gentle, but also to 
the froward.  
19  For this is thankworthy, if a 
man for conscience toward God 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  
20  For what glory is it, if, when ye 
be buffeted for your faults, ye 

lliiffee  ffoorr  tthhee  sshheeeepp..    
1122    BBuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  iiss  aann  hhiirreelliinngg,,  aanndd  nnoott  tthhee  sshheepphheerrdd,,  wwhhoossee  

oowwnn  tthhee  sshheeeepp  aarree  nnoott,,  sseeeetthh  tthhee  wwoollff  ccoommiinngg,,  aanndd  lleeaavveetthh  

tthhee  sshheeeepp,,  aanndd  fflleeeetthh::  aanndd  tthhee  wwoollff  ccaattcchheetthh  tthheemm,,  aanndd  

ssccaatttteerreetthh  tthhee  sshheeeepp..    
1133      TThhee  hhiirreelliinngg  fflleeeetthh,,  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  iiss  aann  hhiirreelliinngg,,  aanndd  ccaarreetthh  

nnoott  ffoorr  tthhee  sshheeeepp..    
1144    II  aamm  tthhee  ggoooodd  sshheepphheerrdd,,  aanndd  kknnooww  mmyy  sshheeeepp,,  aanndd  aamm  

kknnoowwnn  ooff  mmiinnee..    
1155    AAss  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  kknnoowweetthh  mmee,,  eevveenn  ssoo  kknnooww  II  tthhee  FFaatthheerr::  

aanndd  II  llaayy  ddoowwnn  mmyy  lliiffee  ffoorr  tthhee  sshheeeepp..    
1166    AAnndd  ootthheerr  sshheeeepp  II  hhaavvee,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nnoott  ooff  tthhiiss  ffoolldd::  tthheemm  

aallssoo  II  mmuusstt  bbrriinngg,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  hheeaarr  mmyy  vvooiiccee;;  aanndd  tthheerree  

sshhaallll  bbee  oonnee  ffoolldd,,  aanndd  oonnee  sshheepphheerrdd.. 
Notes:  
Peter's Introduction 

It is supposed that this Epistle was written shortly after Paul's 

martyrdom. The churches Paul had established were passing 
through "fiery trials." It was about 35 years after Pentecost and 

the church was suffering hard persecution. Nero, the Roman 
Emperor, possibly to cover up his own guilt, was accusing the 

Christians of burning Rome. 
Peter was writing this Epistle to encourage and bolster the 

faith of the saints. He possibly had visited the churches mentioned 

at the opening of the Epistle, and knew many of the saints 
personally; and we can imagine how happy they were to receive 

this letter from Peter. He was sending it by Silas, one of Paul's 
helpers in the Gospel. Silas may have been visiting these churches 

to carry to them the news of Paul's death. 

The Magnitude of the Gospel 
Peter wanted the saints to grasp the magnitude of this great 

salvation. He points out how earnestly the prophets had desired 
to look into these things when they prophesied of the sufferings 

of Christ and the glory that should follow. "Unto whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister 

the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have 

preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into" (I Peter 

1:12). There is possibly an allusion here to the Cherubims who 
stood at the ends of the Ark of the Covenant. They were in a 

bending posture, as if intently desiring to look into that which the 

Ark contained. 
If the incarnation of Christ and His great plan of redemption is 

of great concern to the angels of God, how much more should it 
be to us for whom Christ came, suffered and died that we might 

be redeemed. 

"Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind," take courage and 

continue to expect all that God has promised at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.  
Holiness 

Holiness is the very essence of God. If God is our Father, then 
we, his children, should bear the resemblance of our Father. The 

whole trend of a Christian life is holiness. Our walk, our 

conversation, our daily living must be holy. In the last few verses 

of the first chapter of I Peter, the new birth, the plan of 

redemption and holiness are all brought out so beautifully. 
Redemption 

Silver and gold are two precious metals that are used as a 

medium of exchange, but silver and gold could not purchase our 
redemption. It took something of infinitely more value than 

precious metals. 

Under the Law, if a man through misfortune or otherwise 

could not pay his debts, he and his possessions were sold to pay 
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shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God.  
21  For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his 
steps:  
22  Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth:  
23  Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously:  
24  Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed.  
25  For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls.  
 

the debt. But the Law provided a plan of redemption whereby he 

could be bought back. The nearest kin could pay the debt and set 

him free. 
Jesus took on Him the form of human flesh, became our elder 

brother, that He might have the right to redeem us back to God. 

Our first parents sold us to Satan. Jesus, with His own precious 
Blood, bought us back. What a price He paid to redeem us back 

to God! That shows the value God places on a human soul. 
Many people treat their soul as if it were worthless. They fling 

it out, as it were, on the restless sea of time, not caring where 

they are drifting, until they reach that great precipice, beyond 
which there is no hope. Satan has blinded their eyes and he 

strives to keep them blinded. The Gospel brings light. That is why 
we labour to get the Gospel to a lost world. 

Malice 
The vices mentioned are wholly inconsistent with the brotherly 

love about which Peter had been writing. Malice is mentioned 

first, and each succeeding vice springs out of that which 
immediately precedes. Out of malice springs guile, out of guile 

springs hypocrisy, out of hypocrisy springs envy, out of envy 
springs evil speaking. All are eradicated from the heart when 

brotherly love reigns within. 

The Pure Word 
Newborn babies grow naturally when fed on the mother's milk. 

New converts grow naturally when fed on the sincere milk of the 
Word. It builds faith, and faith establishes the heart on a solid 

foundation. 
Possibly there never was a time in church history when the 

foundation of the Gospel was being so undermined as in these 

days. False doctrine, compromise, loose living, disregard for God's 
Word, greed for money and power are sending this world on the 

broad road to destruction. 

Jesus Christ is the Foundation on which the Church rests. He is 

called "A Living Stone," and is the source of life to all who believe. 

Obedience to the Law 
"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 

sake" (I Peter 2:13). Paul says the powers that be are ordained of 
God. It is the duty of a Christian to obey the laws of the land 

when they do not conflict with the laws of God. We are to be 

peaceful, law-abiding citizens. The law is for the punishment of 
evil-doers. 

Subjection to Authority 
"Servants, be subject to your masters" (I Peter 2:18). In those 

days - slavery was prevalent; but though we do not have slavery 
today in our land, we do have trouble between employers and 

employees. These instructions apply to them. 

We are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who, when He was 

reviled, reviled not again. There are no thanks to be given to one 

who suffers for his faults, but when he does well and suffers for 
it, that is thankworthy. 

Wandering Sheep 

"Ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" (I Peter 2:25). Sinners 

are as stray sheep in the wilderness of sin until Christ, the 

merciful Shepherd, calls them from their wanderings by sending 

them the Gospel. He leads them to the best pastures and defends 
them when they are in trouble. 

Peter 

We think of Peter in his young days as a large, brawny, 
impetuous fisherman living on the coarser side of life. We look on 

him after Pentecost as a strong, brave, courageous soldier of 
Jesus Christ, daring to face the enemy and denounce those who 
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crucified the Lord of Glory. 

In his old days we view him through his Epistles as a tender, 

loving father, mellowed by the love of Jesus for lost souls until his 
Epistles take on an almost heavenly aspect as he encourages the 

saints to think it not strange concerning the fiery trials that are to 

try them as though some strange thing had happened to them:  
These things were just stepping-stones in their faith that would 

bring them more glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
His encouragement and advice, if followed, will make every 

saint "more than conqueror" through Jesus Christ who loved 

them. 
QUESTIONS 

1.  What do you think prompted Peter to write this Epistle?  
2.  Tell some of the characteristics of Peter?  

3.  Explain how we can be holy in this life.  
4.  Upon what foundation is the Gospel built?  

5.  Why is Jesus called "a living stone"?  

6.  What was the price of our redemption?  
7.  How were they to think of their trials?  

8. Under the Law, how could a man who had been sold for his 
debts be set free? 

 

 
 

 
 
 


