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A  CHRISTIAN'S  GROWTH  IN  GRACE  

BIBLE TEXT  : II Peter 1:1-21. 
LESSON 454    Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: "Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" 

( II Peter 3:18). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version Bible References: 

2 Peter 1:1-21  
1  Simon Peter, a servant and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, to them 
that have obtained like precious 
faith with us through the 
righteousness of God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ:  
2  Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord,  
3  According as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue:  
4  Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust.  
5  And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge;  
6  And to knowledge temperance; 
and to temperance patience; and 
to patience godliness;  
7  And to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity.  
8  For if these things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
9  But he that lacketh these things 
is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins.  
10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure: for if ye do 

I  Attaining unto a Life of Godliness 

11..  PPeetteerr''ss  ooppeenniinngg  ssaalluuttaattiioonn  iiss  aann  aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

lleeaaddiinngg  tthheemmee  ooff  ggrroowwiinngg  iinn  ggrraaccee,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::11,,  22;;    
22  PPeetteerr  33::1188    

1188    BBuutt  ggrrooww  iinn  ggrraaccee,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  aanndd  

SSaavviioouurr  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  TToo  hhiimm  bbee  gglloorryy  bbootthh  nnooww  aanndd  ffoorr  

eevveerr..  AAmmeenn..  

22..  TThhee  ggrraacceess  ooff  CChhrriisstt''ss  ddiivviinnee  nnaattuurree  aarree  aattttaaiinneedd  tthhrroouugghh  

HHiiss  ppoowweerr,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::33,,  44;;  

PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  44::1133    
1133    II  ccaann  ddoo  aallll  tthhiinnggss  tthhrroouugghh  CChhrriisstt  wwhhiicchh  ssttrreennggtthheenneetthh  

mmee..  

22..  GGoodd''ss  mmaatthheemmaattiiccaall  lleessssoonn  oonn  ggrroowwiinngg  iiss  bbyy  ssppiirriittuuaall  

aaddddiittiioonn,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::55--88;;    

EEpphheessiiaannss  44::1133    
1133    TTiillll  wwee  aallll  ccoommee  iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  uunnttoo  aa  ppeerrffeecctt  mmaann,,  uunnttoo  tthhee  

mmeeaassuurree  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  ffuullnneessss  ooff  CChhrriisstt::  

II  An Abundant Entrance into Heaven 

11..  DDiilliiggeennccee  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  mmaakkee  oonnee''ss  ccaalllliinngg  aanndd  eelleeccttiioonn  

ssuurree,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::99,,1100;;    
Hebrews 11:6  

6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

2 Thessalonians 1:11  
11  Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the 
good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with 
power:  

22..  AAnn  aabbuunnddaanntt  eennttrraannccee  wwiillll  bbee  mmiinniisstteerreedd  ttoo  tthhee  oonnee  wwhhoo  

tthhuuss  aapppplliieess  hhiimmsseellff,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::1111;;    

DDaanniieell  1122::33    
33    AAnndd  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  bbee  wwiissee  sshhaallll  sshhiinnee  aass  tthhee  bbrriigghhttnneessss  ooff  tthhee  

ffiirrmmaammeenntt;;  aanndd  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  ttuurrnn  mmaannyy  ttoo  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  aass  tthhee  

ssttaarrss  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  eevveerr..  

33..  PPeetteerr,,  kknnoowwiinngg  hhiiss  aapppprrooaacchhiinngg  eenndd,,  eexxhhoorrttss  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  

ddiilliiggeennccee,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::1122−−1155;;    
John 21:18  

18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, 
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: 
but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not.  

John 21:19  
19   This spake he, signifying by what death he should 
glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto 
him, Follow me.  

  
III  Peter's Tribute to the Word of God 

11..  TThhee  eevveennttss  oonn  tthhee  MMoouunntt  ooff  TTrraannssffiigguurraattiioonn  aarree  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  

bbyy  PPeetteerr,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::1166−−1188;;    
Matthew 16:28  

28  Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
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these things, ye shall never fall:  
11  For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
12  Wherefore I will not be 
negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth.  
13  Yea, I think it meet, as long as 
I am in this tabernacle, to stir you 
up by putting you in 
remembrance;  
14  Knowing that shortly I must put 
off this my tabernacle, even as our 
Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  
15  Moreover I will endeavour that 
ye may be able after my decease 
to have these things always in 
remembrance.  
16  For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of 
his majesty.  
17  For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.  
18  And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were 
with him in the holy mount.  
19  We have also a more sure word 
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts:  
20  Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation.  
21  For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.  
 

coming in his kingdom.  
Matthew 17:1-8  

1  And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John 
his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain 
apart,  
2  And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  
3  And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
talking with him.  
4  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias.  
5  While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 

them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  
6  And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, 
and were sore afraid.  
7  And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and 
be not afraid.  
8  And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only.  

22..  TThhee  pprroopphheeccyy  ooff  oolldd  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  JJeessuuss  wwaass  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  bbyy  

eevveennttss  oonn  tthhee  MMoouunntt,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::1199;;  
Deuteronomy 18:15  

15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto 
him ye shall hearken;  

..33..  PPrroopphheeccyy  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt  aanndd  iiss  ooff  

nnoo  pprriivvaattee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn,,  IIII  PPeetteerr  11::2200,,  2211;;  
22  TTiimmootthhyy  33::1166--1177    

1166    AAllll  ssccrriippttuurree  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  iiss  

pprrooffiittaabbllee  ffoorr  ddooccttrriinnee,,  ffoorr  rreepprrooooff,,  ffoorr  ccoorrrreeccttiioonn,,  ffoorr  

iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss::    
1177    TThhaatt  tthhee  mmaann  ooff  GGoodd  mmaayy  bbee  ppeerrffeecctt,,  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  

ffuurrnniisshheedd  uunnttoo  aallll  ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss..    

JJoohhnn  1166::1133    
1133    HHoowwbbeeiitt  wwhheenn  hhee,,  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  ttrruutthh,,  iiss  ccoommee,,  hhee  wwiillll  

gguuiiddee  yyoouu  iinnttoo  aallll  ttrruutthh::  ffoorr  hhee  sshhaallll  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  ooff  hhiimmsseellff;;  

bbuutt  wwhhaattssooeevveerr  hhee  sshhaallll  hheeaarr,,  tthhaatt  sshhaallll  hhee  ssppeeaakk::  aanndd  hhee  

wwiillll  sshheeww  yyoouu  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  ccoommee..  
 
Notes:  

NOTES 

Holiness 
A subject about which much is written and upon which much 

emphasis is placed is found in all the Epistles we have thus far 
studied, and in the Gospels too: the subject of HOLINESS 

"without which no man shall see the Lord." Paul, James and Peter 
have devoted much time and attention to instructing Christians in 

the way that holiness may be perfected in their lives. 

In this present passage of Scripture the Apostle Peter follows it 
up under the theme "Growing in Grace." We do not go far into the 

Scriptures without seeing that if a Christian is to make spiritual 
headway, he must be diligent in seeking the graces manifested in 

the divine nature of Christ. Thus only will we approach His stature 

and grow in His graces. A musician must give much time and 
attention to his music to become a good musician. Likewise must 

a Christian devote himself to the task of perfecting holiness if he 
is to become a good Christian, or Christlike. 

Precious Faith 
The first chapter of II Peter opens with a salutation "to them 

that have obtained like precious faith with us through the 

righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." The Greek 
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reading requires this identifying God with Christ. In much the 

same manner, Jesus, in speaking to Thomas in John 20:29, gave 
His blessing to those who had not seen Him, in saying, “Blessed 

are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." The Apostle 

Paul tells us in Hebrews 11:6; "But without faith it is impossible to 

please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 

and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Is it 
any wonder that the writer calls this “precious faith"? This 

precious faith is through the righteousness of God, which He gives 
the believer. 

Growth in Grace 
Peter's desire for increase of grace (in which the believer lives) 

and peace (its fruit) is in agreement with his final exhortation to 

growth, in the last chapter of his Epistle. This increase is spoken 
of as multiplication through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 

our Lord. This knowledge is both doctrinal and experiential. It lies 
at the foundation of all true religion. The Christian growth in 

grace is based on the increase of knowledge and of obedience to 
the Word of God. (DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  88::33    33    AAnndd  hhee  hhuummbblleedd  tthheeee,,  

aanndd  ssuuffffeerreedd  tthheeee  ttoo  hhuunnggeerr,,  aanndd  ffeedd  tthheeee  wwiitthh  mmaannnnaa,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhoouu  

kknneewweesstt  nnoott,,  nneeiitthheerr  ddiidd  tthhyy  ffaatthheerrss  kknnooww;;  tthhaatt  hhee  mmiigghhtt  mmaakkee  

tthheeee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  mmaann  ddootthh  nnoott  lliivvee  bbyy  bbrreeaadd  oonnllyy,,  bbuutt  bbyy  eevveerryy  

wwoorrdd  tthhaatt  pprroocceeeeddeetthh  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  ddootthh  mmaann  

lliivvee..  PPrroovveerrbbss  99::1100  1100    TThhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  iiss  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  

wwiissddoomm::  aanndd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  hhoollyy  iiss  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..) 
The statement, "As his divine power hath given unto us all 

things that pertain unto life and godliness" is emphatic and 
includes the entire scope of God's plan of salvation from 

justification to glorification.  This also expresses inward and 
outward holiness in this present life and continuance and increase 

in spiritual life. "Through the knowledge" does not include any 

mystical rites or superstitious observances, but obedience to the 
revealed will of God in His Word (RRoommaannss  1100::1177  1177    SSoo  tthheenn  ffaaiitthh  

ccoommeetthh  bbyy  hheeaarriinngg,,  aanndd  hheeaarriinngg  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd..). "Glory" 

refers to the glory of the Godhead and the "virtue" to His 

excellence and perfections. By all the attributes of His nature He 

called us to the blessings of the Gospel. 
Divine Nature 

It has been said that God's calling is His enabling. His call is 
not without the greatest and most precious promises known to 
man. They are of inestimable value and costly in price (11  PPeetteerr  
11::1188--1199  1188    FFoorraassmmuucchh  aass  yyee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  yyee  wweerree  nnoott  rreeddeeeemmeedd  

wwiitthh  ccoorrrruuppttiibbllee  tthhiinnggss,,  aass  ssiillvveerr  aanndd  ggoolldd,,  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  vvaaiinn  

ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  ffaatthheerrss;;  1199    BBuutt  wwiitthh  

tthhee  pprreecciioouuss  bblloooodd  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  aass  ooff  aa  llaammbb  wwiitthhoouutt  bblleemmiisshh  aanndd  

wwiitthhoouutt  ssppoott::). These promises were not only for the Old 

Testament saints, but are up-to-date, current, Gospel promises, 

active in the daily life of the true believer, that make it possible 

for him to be partaker of the divine nature, by obedience and 
continuance in His Word (JJoohhnn  88::3311  3311    TThheenn  ssaaiidd  JJeessuuss  ttoo  tthhoossee  
JJeewwss  wwhhiicchh  bbeelliieevveedd  oonn  hhiimm,,  IIff  yyee  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  mmyy  wwoorrdd,,  tthheenn  aarree  

yyee  mmyy  ddiisscciipplleess  iinnddeeeedd;;). There is a false teaching that puts forth 

the theory that we all have God in us, or are part Deity, and we 
need to let the expression of God in us come forth. This chapter 

teaches us that it is only as we receive the knowledge of God and 
His promises into our lives that we can be partakers of the divine 

nature. Only by crucifying self, or the "old man" (RRoommaannss  66::66    
66    KKnnoowwiinngg  tthhiiss,,  tthhaatt  oouurr  oolldd  mmaann  iiss  ccrruucciiffiieedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  

bbooddyy  ooff  ssiinn  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd,,  tthhaatt  hheenncceeffoorrtthh  wwee  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  

sseerrvvee  ssiinn..), emptying ourselves of our own ways and ideas, can 

we expect the indwelling of the divine nature. When we realize 
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the provision God has made for us, how rich is our estate! (22  
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  88::99  99    FFoorr  yyee  kknnooww  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  

CChhrriisstt,,  tthhaatt,,  tthhoouugghh  hhee  wwaass  rriicchh,,  yyeett  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssaakkeess  hhee  bbeeccaammee  

ppoooorr,,  tthhaatt  yyee  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  ppoovveerrttyy  mmiigghhtt  bbee  rriicchh..). We escape the 

corruption, which is in the world through lust, by the merits of the 

precious Blood of Jesus. It removes the base desires, which lust 
after this world, and makes us love God fervently. God's call is to 

purity and holiness. 

Addition of Graces 
Above and beyond all the foregoing things that God does and 

has multiplied unto us, let us do our part by adding to our faith, 

or attaining unto the evidence of things not seen. "Giving all 

diligence" implies that God does the work, yet not unless we are 

diligent to do our part in following God's Word. In this series of 
Christian graces each added one prepares for the next. It tempers 

and perfects that, which precedes. Faith is already in possession, 
but add virtue. Virtue, or Christian excellence, includes courage to 

do and suffer. To virtue add the knowledge of God: truth, duty 
and the wisdom to use them. In your knowledge have 

temperance, the ability to bear and forbear; sustain and abstain. 

Deny yourself and take up your cross daily. Christian temperance 
implies abstaining from pleasures, which would lead away from 
God. It is to use the world rightly. Intemperance is to abuse. (22  
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1100::55  55    CCaassttiinngg  ddoowwnn  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  hhiigghh  

tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  eexxaalltteetthh  iittsseellff  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  

bbrriinnggiinngg  iinnttoo  ccaappttiivviittyy  eevveerryy  tthhoouugghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  oobbeeddiieennccee  ooff  CChhrriisstt;;). 
Lest temperance and self-control become severe, stern and 

austere, patience is enjoined. "In your patience possess ye your 
souls" (Luke 21:19). To patience we are to add godliness, a 

continual sense of God's presence and trust in Him. To godliness 
we are to add brotherly kindness, which will seek the good of our 

brother. God wants us to have love that extends past our brothers 

to our neighbours; so, as a concluding additive, charity is 
included. This love of God in our hearts looks out for and 

embraces all mankind (I Corinthians 13). 
If these graces be in us, not merely existing but growing and 

increasing, we shall not be inactive or slothful, but bearing fruit 

for the Master. He that is wanting in these graces is blind. The 
eyes of his understanding are closed. He cannot see God, or His 

pardoning love. He has lost the evidence of things not seen. He is 
near-sighted, having lost sight of the precious promises, perfect 

love, and Heaven. He cannot now see what he once enjoyed, and 

has forgotten what he felt when his sins were forgiven. 
Calling and Election Sure 

In speaking to the brethren, the Apostle admonishes that a 
ceaseless effort be made to be obedient to God's call to faith and 

holiness, and the election to a place in spiritual Israel. If we are 
diligent in doing what the previous verses have told us to do, we 

have God's assurance that we shall never fall. This teaches us 

that we will fall if we do not do these things. To the one who 
obeys, there is ministered an abundant entrance into the 

Heavenly Kingdom. As a faithful pastor, Peter promises to keep 
his congregation reminded of these things, that they may be 

established in the truth. 

Mount of Transfiguration 
Peter knew that his ministry on earth was coming to a close, 

that he would not be able to continue to preach and teach. He 

was impressing upon them the great necessity of following the 

teachings of Christ which he had heard from the Master Himself. 
This account gives us a better under-standing of what took place 
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on the Mount of Transfiguration, and how those events confirm 

the prophecies of the Old Testament. Peter was now saying that 
this Gospel and message were not the product of cunningly 

devised fables, as many had been in that day regarding Deity and 

angels. He was an eyewitness of Christ's Majesty on the Mount. 

He had heard God's voice say, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I 

am well pleased; hear ye him." He had seen Moses, the 
representative of the Law, and Elijah, the representative of the 

prophets, fade away, and Jesus standing there alone. Jesus is the 
One whom we should see today (Deuteronomy 18:15;  Luke 

16:16). 
Authority of God's Word 

The prophecies concerning Christ had come to pass in minute 

detail; and since Peter' James and John were eyewitnesses of the 
Transfiguration and had heard God's voice commending His Son's 

work on earth, this added more assurance to other prophecies not 
yet fulfilled, which included the return of Christ to earth (AAccttss  
11::1111  1111    WWhhiicchh  aallssoo  ssaaiidd,,  YYee  mmeenn  ooff  GGaalliilleeee,,  wwhhyy  ssttaanndd  yyee  ggaazziinngg  

uupp  iinnttoo  hheeaavveenn??  tthhiiss  ssaammee  JJeessuuss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ttaakkeenn  uupp  ffrroomm  yyoouu  iinnttoo  

hheeaavveenn,,  sshhaallll  ssoo  ccoommee  iinn  lliikkee  mmaannnneerr  aass  yyee  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  hhiimm  ggoo  iinnttoo  

hheeaavveenn..). Those prophecies were a light in a dark place and 

necessary until the day dawned and "the Sun of righteousness" 
arose, dispelling the darkness. The Apostle warns once more of a 

danger that would arise through private interpretation of the 
prophecies of the Scriptures. The men who had written them 

were not secular men but holy men of God moved by the Holy 

Ghost. It will take the same Spirit that moved upon holy men to 
speak those words, to interpret them. Scripture is interpreted by 

Scripture and not by man's wisdom (22  TTiimmootthhyy  22::1155    
1155    SSttuuddyy  ttoo  sshheeww  tthhyysseellff  aapppprroovveedd  uunnttoo  GGoodd,,  aa  wwoorrkkmmaann  tthhaatt  

nneeeeddeetthh  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  aasshhaammeedd,,  rriigghhttllyy  ddiivviiddiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  ttrruutthh..). 
Would to God that there were more holy men today, dedicated to 

the will of God, who could be used by God to declare the 
unsearchable riches of His grace from His Word! 

QUESTIONS 
  1. What does the Apostle Peter refer to here as being 

precious?  

  2. What attributes are multiplied in this chapter? 
  3. How are all things that pertain to life and godliness given?  

  4. To what are we called? 
  5. By what are we made partakers of the divine nature? 

  6. What are the seven attributes, when added to faith, that will 

keep us from falling? 
  7. In what condition is the one who lacketh these things? 

  8. What other reward awaits the one who adds these graces?  
  9. Why do we have a more sure word of prophecy? 

10. Why is no prophecy of the Scripture of any private 
interpretation? 

 

 
 

 

 
 


