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PAUL  SUFFERS  FOR  CHRIST 
AAccttss  2211::3300--4400;;    2222::11--3300;;    2233::11--3355..  
LLEESSSSOONN    113366    ----    PPrriimmaarryy  CCoouurrssee  

MEMORY VERSE:   “The God of peace shall be with you”  (Philippians 4:9). 

 

BIBLE TEXTS 

  
AAccttss  2211::3300--4400;;      
3300  AAnndd  aallll  tthhee  cciittyy  wwaass  mmoovveedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  
ppeeooppllee  rraann  ttooggeetthheerr::  aanndd  tthheeyy  ttooookk  PPaauull,,  aanndd  
ddrreeww  hhiimm  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  tteemmppllee::  aanndd  ffoorrtthhwwiitthh  
tthhee  ddoooorrss  wweerree  sshhuutt..  
  3311  AAnndd  aass  tthheeyy  wweenntt  aabboouutt  ttoo  kkiillll  hhiimm,,  
ttiiddiinnggss  ccaammee  uunnttoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  ooff  tthhee  
bbaanndd,,  tthhaatt  aallll  JJeerruussaalleemm  wwaass  iinn  aann  uupprrooaarr..  
  3322  WWhhoo  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ttooookk  ssoollddiieerrss  aanndd  
cceennttuurriioonnss,,  aanndd  rraann  ddoowwnn  uunnttoo  tthheemm::  aanndd  
wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssaaww  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  aanndd  tthhee  
ssoollddiieerrss,,  tthheeyy  lleefftt  bbeeaattiinngg  ooff  PPaauull..  
  3333  TThheenn  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  ccaammee  nneeaarr,,  aanndd  
ttooookk  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ccoommmmaannddeedd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  bboouunndd  
wwiitthh  ttwwoo  cchhaaiinnss;;  aanndd  ddeemmaannddeedd  wwhhoo  hhee  wwaass,,  
aanndd  wwhhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ddoonnee..  
  3344  AAnndd  ssoommee  ccrriieedd  oonnee  tthhiinngg,,  ssoommee  aannootthheerr,,  
aammoonngg  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee::  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  ccoouulldd  nnoott  
kknnooww  tthhee  cceerrttaaiinnttyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ttuummuulltt,,  hhee  
ccoommmmaannddeedd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  ccaarrrriieedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaassttllee..  
  3355  AAnndd  wwhheenn  hhee  ccaammee  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssttaaiirrss,,  ssoo  iitt  
wwaass,,  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  bboorrnnee  ooff  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  
vviioolleennccee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  

  3366  FFoorr  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ffoolllloowweedd  
aafftteerr,,  ccrryyiinngg,,  AAwwaayy  wwiitthh  hhiimm..  
  3377  AAnndd  aass  PPaauull  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  lleedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaassttllee,,  
hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn,,  MMaayy  II  ssppeeaakk  
uunnttoo  tthheeee??  WWhhoo  ssaaiidd,,  CCaannsstt  tthhoouu  ssppeeaakk  
GGrreeeekk??  
  3388  AArrtt  nnoott  tthhoouu  tthhaatt  EEggyyppttiiaann,,  wwhhiicchh  bbeeffoorree  
tthheessee  ddaayyss  mmaaddeesstt  aann  uupprrooaarr,,  aanndd  lleeddddeesstt  oouutt  
iinnttoo  tthhee  wwiillddeerrnneessss  ffoouurr  tthhoouussaanndd  mmeenn  tthhaatt  
wweerree  mmuurrddeerreerrss??  
  3399  BBuutt  PPaauull  ssaaiidd,,  II  aamm  aa  mmaann  wwhhiicchh  aamm  aa  
JJeeww  ooff  TTaarrssuuss,,  aa  cciittyy  iinn  CCiilliicciiaa,,  aa  cciittiizzeenn  ooff  
nnoo  mmeeaann  cciittyy::  aanndd,,  II  bbeesseeeecchh  tthheeee,,  ssuuffffeerr  mmee  
ttoo  ssppeeaakk  uunnttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  
  4400  AAnndd  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  hhiimm  lliicceennccee,,  
PPaauull  ssttoooodd  oonn  tthhee  ssttaaiirrss,,  aanndd  bbeecckkoonneedd  wwiitthh  
tthhee  hhaanndd  uunnttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthheerree  
wwaass  mmaaddee  aa  ggrreeaatt  ssiilleennccee,,  hhee  ssppaakkee  uunnttoo  
tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  HHeebbrreeww  ttoonngguuee,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  

  
AAccttss  2222::11--3300;;      
11  ¶¶  MMeenn,,  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  aanndd  ffaatthheerrss,,  hheeaarr  yyee  mmyy  
ddeeffeennccee  wwhhiicchh  II  mmaakkee  nnooww  uunnttoo  yyoouu..  
  22  ((AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hheeaarrdd  tthhaatt  hhee  ssppaakkee  iinn  tthhee  
HHeebbrreeww  ttoonngguuee  ttoo  tthheemm,,  tthheeyy  kkeepptt  tthhee  mmoorree  
ssiilleennccee::  aanndd  hhee  ssaaiitthh,,))  
  33  ¶¶  II  aamm  vveerriillyy  aa  mmaann  wwhhiicchh  aamm  aa  JJeeww,,  bboorrnn  
iinn  TTaarrssuuss,,  aa  cciittyy  iinn  CCiilliicciiaa,,  yyeett  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  iinn  
tthhiiss  cciittyy  aatt  tthhee  ffeeeett  ooff  GGaammaalliieell,,  aanndd  ttaauugghhtt  
aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerrffeecctt  mmaannnneerr  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  
ooff  tthhee  ffaatthheerrss,,  aanndd  wwaass  zzeeaalloouuss  ttoowwaarrdd  GGoodd,,  
aass  yyee  aallll  aarree  tthhiiss  ddaayy..  
  44  AAnndd  II  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  tthhiiss  wwaayy  uunnttoo  tthhee  ddeeaatthh,,  
bbiinnddiinngg  aanndd  ddeelliivveerriinngg  iinnttoo  pprriissoonnss  bbootthh  mmeenn  
aanndd  wwoommeenn..  
  55  AAss  aallssoo  tthhee  hhiigghh  pprriieesstt  ddootthh  bbeeaarr  mmee  
wwiittnneessss,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  eessttaattee  ooff  tthhee  eellddeerrss::  ffrroomm  
wwhhoomm  aallssoo  II  rreecceeiivveedd  lleetttteerrss  uunnttoo  tthhee  
bbrreetthhrreenn,,  aanndd  wweenntt  ttoo  DDaammaassccuuss,,  ttoo  bbrriinngg  

tthheemm  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  tthheerree  bboouunndd  uunnttoo  
JJeerruussaalleemm,,  ffoorr  ttoo  bbee  ppuunniisshheedd..  
  66  AAnndd  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss,,  tthhaatt,,  aass  II  mmaaddee  mmyy  
jjoouurrnneeyy,,  aanndd  wwaass  ccoommee  nniigghh  uunnttoo  DDaammaassccuuss  
aabboouutt  nnoooonn,,  ssuuddddeennllyy  tthheerree  sshhoonnee  ffrroomm  
hheeaavveenn  aa  ggrreeaatt  lliigghhtt  rroouunndd  aabboouutt  mmee..  
  77  AAnndd  II  ffeellll  uunnttoo  tthhee  ggrroouunndd,,  aanndd  hheeaarrdd  aa  
vvooiiccee  ssaayyiinngg  uunnttoo  mmee,,  SSaauull,,  SSaauull,,  wwhhyy  
ppeerrsseeccuutteesstt  tthhoouu  mmee??  
  88  AAnndd  II  aannsswweerreedd,,  WWhhoo  aarrtt  tthhoouu,,  LLoorrdd??  AAnndd  
hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  mmee,,  II  aamm  JJeessuuss  ooff  NNaazzaarreetthh,,  
wwhhoomm  tthhoouu  ppeerrsseeccuutteesstt..  
  99  AAnndd  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  wweerree  wwiitthh  mmee  ssaaww  iinnddeeeedd  
tthhee  lliigghhtt,,  aanndd  wweerree  aaffrraaiidd;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  hheeaarrdd  nnoott  
tthhee  vvooiiccee  ooff  hhiimm  tthhaatt  ssppaakkee  ttoo  mmee..  
  1100  AAnndd  II  ssaaiidd,,  WWhhaatt  sshhaallll  II  ddoo,,  LLoorrdd??  AAnndd  
tthhee  LLoorrdd  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  mmee,,  AArriissee,,  aanndd  ggoo  iinnttoo  
DDaammaassccuuss;;  aanndd  tthheerree  iitt  sshhaallll  bbee  ttoolldd  tthheeee  ooff  
aallll  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  aappppooiinntteedd  ffoorr  tthheeee  ttoo  ddoo..  
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  1111  AAnndd  wwhheenn  II  ccoouulldd  nnoott  sseeee  ffoorr  tthhee  gglloorryy  
ooff  tthhaatt  lliigghhtt,,  bbeeiinngg  lleedd  bbyy  tthhee  hhaanndd  ooff  tthheemm  
tthhaatt  wweerree  wwiitthh  mmee,,  II  ccaammee  iinnttoo  DDaammaassccuuss..  
  1122  AAnndd  oonnee  AAnnaanniiaass,,  aa  ddeevvoouutt  mmaann  
aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww,,  hhaavviinngg  aa  ggoooodd  rreeppoorrtt  
ooff  aallll  tthhee  JJeewwss  wwhhiicchh  ddwweelltt  tthheerree,,  
  1133  CCaammee  uunnttoo  mmee,,  aanndd  ssttoooodd,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  
mmee,,  BBrrootthheerr  SSaauull,,  rreecceeiivvee  tthhyy  ssiigghhtt..  AAnndd  tthhee  
ssaammee  hhoouurr  II  llooookkeedd  uupp  uuppoonn  hhiimm..  
  1144  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  TThhee  GGoodd  ooff  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss  hhaatthh  
cchhoosseenn  tthheeee,,  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  sshhoouullddeesstt  kknnooww  hhiiss  
wwiillll,,  aanndd  sseeee  tthhaatt  JJuusstt  OOnnee,,  aanndd  sshhoouullddeesstt  
hheeaarr  tthhee  vvooiiccee  ooff  hhiiss  mmoouutthh..  
  1155  FFoorr  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  bbee  hhiiss  wwiittnneessss  uunnttoo  aallll  
mmeenn  ooff  wwhhaatt  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  sseeeenn  aanndd  hheeaarrdd..  
  1166  AAnndd  nnooww  wwhhyy  ttaarrrriieesstt  tthhoouu??  aarriissee,,  aanndd  bbee  
bbaappttiizzeedd,,  aanndd  wwaasshh  aawwaayy  tthhyy  ssiinnss,,  ccaalllliinngg  oonn  
tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd..  
  1177  AAnndd  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss,,  tthhaatt,,  wwhheenn  II  wwaass  
ccoommee  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  eevveenn  wwhhiillee  II  
pprraayyeedd  iinn  tthhee  tteemmppllee,,  II  wwaass  iinn  aa  ttrraannccee;;  
  1188  AAnndd  ssaaww  hhiimm  ssaayyiinngg  uunnttoo  mmee,,  MMaakkee  
hhaassttee,,  aanndd  ggeett  tthheeee  qquuiicckkllyy  oouutt  ooff  JJeerruussaalleemm::  
ffoorr  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  rreecceeiivvee  tthhyy  tteessttiimmoonnyy  
ccoonncceerrnniinngg  mmee..  
  1199  AAnndd  II  ssaaiidd,,  LLoorrdd,,  tthheeyy  kknnooww  tthhaatt  II  
iimmpprriissoonneedd  aanndd  bbeeaatt  iinn  eevveerryy  ssyynnaaggoogguuee  
tthheemm  tthhaatt  bbeelliieevveedd  oonn  tthheeee::  
  2200  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  bblloooodd  ooff  tthhyy  mmaarrttyyrr  
SStteepphheenn  wwaass  sshheedd,,  II  aallssoo  wwaass  ssttaannddiinngg  bbyy,,  
aanndd  ccoonnsseennttiinngg  uunnttoo  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh,,  aanndd  kkeepptt  tthhee  
rraaiimmeenntt  ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt  sslleeww  hhiimm..  
  2211  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  mmee,,  DDeeppaarrtt::  ffoorr  II  wwiillll  
sseenndd  tthheeee  ffaarr  hheennccee  uunnttoo  tthhee  GGeennttiilleess..  

  2222  ¶¶  AAnndd  tthheeyy  ggaavvee  hhiimm  aauuddiieennccee  uunnttoo  tthhiiss  
wwoorrdd,,  aanndd  tthheenn  lliifftteedd  uupp  tthheeiirr  vvooiicceess,,  aanndd  
ssaaiidd,,  AAwwaayy  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  aa  ffeellllooww  ffrroomm  tthhee  
eeaarrtthh::  ffoorr  iitt  iiss  nnoott  ffiitt  tthhaatt  hhee  sshhoouulldd  lliivvee..  
  2233  AAnndd  aass  tthheeyy  ccrriieedd  oouutt,,  aanndd  ccaasstt  ooffff  tthheeiirr  
ccllootthheess,,  aanndd  tthhrreeww  dduusstt  iinnttoo  tthhee  aaiirr,,  
  2244  TThhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  ccoommmmaannddeedd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  
bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaassttllee,,  aanndd  bbaaddee  tthhaatt  hhee  
sshhoouulldd  bbee  eexxaammiinneedd  bbyy  ssccoouurrggiinngg;;  tthhaatt  hhee  
mmiigghhtt  kknnooww  wwhheerreeffoorree  tthheeyy  ccrriieedd  ssoo  aaggaaiinnsstt  
hhiimm..  
  2255  AAnndd  aass  tthheeyy  bboouunndd  hhiimm  wwiitthh  tthhoonnggss,,  
PPaauull  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthhee  cceennttuurriioonn  tthhaatt  ssttoooodd  bbyy,,  IIss  
iitt  llaawwffuull  ffoorr  yyoouu  ttoo  ssccoouurrggee  aa  mmaann  tthhaatt  iiss  aa  
RRoommaann,,  aanndd  uunnccoonnddeemmnneedd??  
  2266  WWhheenn  tthhee  cceennttuurriioonn  hheeaarrdd  tthhaatt,,  hhee  wweenntt  
aanndd  ttoolldd  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  TTaakkee  hheeeedd  
wwhhaatt  tthhoouu  ddooeesstt::  ffoorr  tthhiiss  mmaann  iiss  aa  RRoommaann..  
  2277  TThheenn  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  ccaammee,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd  
uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  TTeellll  mmee,,  aarrtt  tthhoouu  aa  RRoommaann??  HHee  
ssaaiidd,,  YYeeaa..  
  2288  AAnndd  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  aannsswweerreedd,,  WWiitthh  aa  
ggrreeaatt  ssuumm  oobbttaaiinneedd  II  tthhiiss  ffrreeeeddoomm..  AAnndd  PPaauull  
ssaaiidd,,  BBuutt  II  wwaass  ffrreeee  bboorrnn..  
  2299  TThheenn  ssttrraaiigghhttwwaayy  tthheeyy  ddeeppaarrtteedd  ffrroomm  
hhiimm  wwhhiicchh  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  eexxaammiinneedd  hhiimm::  aanndd  
tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  aallssoo  wwaass  aaffrraaiidd,,  aafftteerr  hhee  
kknneeww  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  RRoommaann,,  aanndd  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  
hhaadd  bboouunndd  hhiimm..    
  3300    OOnn  tthhee  mmoorrrrooww,,  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  
kknnoowwnn  tthhee  cceerrttaaiinnttyy  wwhheerreeffoorree  hhee  wwaass  
aaccccuusseedd  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  hhee  lloooosseedd  hhiimm  ffrroomm  hhiiss  
bbaannddss,,  aanndd  ccoommmmaannddeedd  tthhee  cchhiieeff  pprriieessttss  aanndd  
aallll  tthheeiirr  ccoouunncciill  ttoo  aappppeeaarr,,  aanndd  bbrroouugghhtt  PPaauull  
ddoowwnn,,  aanndd  sseett  hhiimm  bbeeffoorree  tthheemm..  

  
AAccttss  2233::11--3355..  
11  ¶¶  AAnndd  PPaauull,,  eeaarrnneessttllyy  bbeehhoollddiinngg  tthhee  
ccoouunncciill,,  ssaaiidd,,  MMeenn  aanndd  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  II  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  
iinn  aallll  ggoooodd  ccoonnsscciieennccee  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd  uunnttiill  tthhiiss  
ddaayy..  
  22  AAnndd  tthhee  hhiigghh  pprriieesstt  AAnnaanniiaass  ccoommmmaannddeedd  
tthheemm  tthhaatt  ssttoooodd  bbyy  hhiimm  ttoo  ssmmiittee  hhiimm  oonn  tthhee  
mmoouutthh..  
  33  TThheenn  ssaaiidd  PPaauull  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  GGoodd  sshhaallll  ssmmiittee  
tthheeee,,  tthhoouu  wwhhiitteedd  wwaallll::  ffoorr  ssiitttteesstt  tthhoouu  ttoo  
jjuuddggee  mmee  aafftteerr  tthhee  llaaww,,  aanndd  ccoommmmaannddeesstt  mmee  
ttoo  bbee  ssmmiitttteenn  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww??  
  44  AAnndd  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  ssttoooodd  bbyy  ssaaiidd,,  RReevviilleesstt  tthhoouu  
GGoodd''ss  hhiigghh  pprriieesstt??  
  55  TThheenn  ssaaiidd  PPaauull,,  II  wwiisstt  nnoott,,  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  tthhaatt  
hhee  wwaass  tthhee  hhiigghh  pprriieesstt::  ffoorr  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn,,  TThhoouu  
sshhaalltt  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  eevviill  ooff  tthhee  rruulleerr  ooff  tthhyy  
ppeeooppllee..  

  66  ¶¶  BBuutt  wwhheenn  PPaauull  ppeerrcceeiivveedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnee  
ppaarrtt  wweerree  SSaadddduucceeeess,,  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  
PPhhaarriisseeeess,,  hhee  ccrriieedd  oouutt  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunncciill,,  MMeenn  
aanndd  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  II  aamm  aa  PPhhaarriisseeee,,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  aa  
PPhhaarriisseeee::  ooff  tthhee  hhooppee  aanndd  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  
ddeeaadd  II  aamm  ccaalllleedd  iinn  qquueessttiioonn..  
  77  AAnndd  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  ssoo  ssaaiidd,,  tthheerree  aarroossee  aa  
ddiisssseennssiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  PPhhaarriisseeeess  aanndd  tthhee  
SSaadddduucceeeess::  aanndd  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  wwaass  ddiivviiddeedd..  
  88  FFoorr  tthhee  SSaadddduucceeeess  ssaayy  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  
rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  nneeiitthheerr  aannggeell,,  nnoorr  ssppiirriitt::  bbuutt  tthhee  
PPhhaarriisseeeess  ccoonnffeessss  bbootthh..  
  99  AAnndd  tthheerree  aarroossee  aa  ggrreeaatt  ccrryy::  aanndd  tthhee  
ssccrriibbeess  tthhaatt  wweerree  ooff  tthhee  PPhhaarriisseeeess''  ppaarrtt  aarroossee,,  
aanndd  ssttrroovvee,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  WWee  ffiinndd  nnoo  eevviill  iinn  tthhiiss  
mmaann::  bbuutt  iiff  aa  ssppiirriitt  oorr  aann  aannggeell  hhaatthh  ssppookkeenn  
ttoo  hhiimm,,  lleett  uuss  nnoott  ffiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  GGoodd..  
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  1100  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthheerree  aarroossee  aa  ggrreeaatt  ddiisssseennssiioonn,,  
tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn,,  ffeeaarriinngg  lleesstt  PPaauull  sshhoouulldd  
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppuulllleedd  iinn  ppiieecceess  ooff  tthheemm,,  
ccoommmmaannddeedd  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss  ttoo  ggoo  ddoowwnn,,  aanndd  ttoo  
ttaakkee  hhiimm  bbyy  ffoorrccee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  aanndd  ttoo  
bbrriinngg  hhiimm  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaassttllee..  
  1111  AAnndd  tthhee  nniigghhtt  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ssttoooodd  
bbyy  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  BBee  ooff  ggoooodd  cchheeeerr,,  PPaauull::  ffoorr  
aass  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  tteessttiiffiieedd  ooff  mmee  iinn  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  ssoo  
mmuusstt  tthhoouu  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  aallssoo  aatt  RRoommee..  
  1122  ¶¶  AAnndd  wwhheenn  iitt  wwaass  ddaayy,,  cceerrttaaiinn  ooff  tthhee  
JJeewwss  bbaannddeedd  ttooggeetthheerr,,  aanndd  bboouunndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  
uunnddeerr  aa  ccuurrssee,,  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nneeiitthheerr  
eeaatt  nnoorr  ddrriinnkk  ttiillll  tthheeyy  hhaadd  kkiilllleedd  PPaauull..    
  1133  AAnndd  tthheeyy  wweerree  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffoorrttyy  wwhhiicchh  
hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  ccoonnssppiirraaccyy..  
  1144  AAnndd  tthheeyy  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  pprriieessttss  aanndd  
eellddeerrss,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  WWee  hhaavvee  bboouunndd  oouurrsseellvveess  
uunnddeerr  aa  ggrreeaatt  ccuurrssee,,  tthhaatt  wwee  wwiillll  eeaatt  nnootthhiinngg  
uunnttiill  wwee  hhaavvee  ssllaaiinn  PPaauull..  
  1155  NNooww  tthheerreeffoorree  yyee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoouunncciill  
ssiiggnniiffyy  ttoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  tthhaatt  hhee  bbrriinngg  hhiimm  
ddoowwnn  uunnttoo  yyoouu  ttoo  mmoorrrrooww,,  aass  tthhoouugghh  yyee  
wwoouulldd  eennqquuiirree  ssoommeetthhiinngg  mmoorree  ppeerrffeeccttllyy  
ccoonncceerrnniinngg  hhiimm::  aanndd  wwee,,  oorr  eevveerr  hhee  ccoommee  
nneeaarr,,  aarree  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  kkiillll  hhiimm..  
  1166  AAnndd  wwhheenn  PPaauull''ss  ssiisstteerr''ss  ssoonn  hheeaarrdd  ooff  
tthheeiirr  llyyiinngg  iinn  wwaaiitt,,  hhee  wweenntt  aanndd  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  
tthhee  ccaassttllee,,  aanndd  ttoolldd  PPaauull..  
  1177  TThheenn  PPaauull  ccaalllleedd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  cceennttuurriioonnss  
uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  BBrriinngg  tthhiiss  yyoouunngg  mmaann  
uunnttoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn::  ffoorr  hhee  hhaatthh  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  
tthhiinngg  ttoo  tteellll  hhiimm..  
  1188  SSoo  hhee  ttooookk  hhiimm,,  aanndd  bbrroouugghhtt  hhiimm  ttoo  tthhee  
cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  PPaauull  tthhee  pprriissoonneerr  
ccaalllleedd  mmee  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  pprraayyeedd  mmee  ttoo  bbrriinngg  
tthhiiss  yyoouunngg  mmaann  uunnttoo  tthheeee,,  wwhhoo  hhaatthh  
ssoommeetthhiinngg  ttoo  ssaayy  uunnttoo  tthheeee..  
  1199  TThheenn  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  ttooookk  hhiimm  bbyy  tthhee  
hhaanndd,,  aanndd  wweenntt  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aassiiddee  pprriivvaatteellyy,,  aanndd  
aasskkeedd  hhiimm,,  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  ttoo  tteellll  mmee??  
  2200  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  TThhee  JJeewwss  hhaavvee  aaggrreeeedd  ttoo  
ddeessiirree  tthheeee  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  wwoouullddeesstt  bbrriinngg  ddoowwnn  
PPaauull  ttoo  mmoorrrrooww  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunncciill,,  aass  tthhoouugghh  
tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  eennqquuiirree  ssoommeewwhhaatt  ooff  hhiimm  mmoorree  
ppeerrffeeccttllyy..  
  2211  BBuutt  ddoo  nnoott  tthhoouu  yyiieelldd  uunnttoo  tthheemm::  ffoorr  
tthheerree  lliiee  iinn  wwaaiitt  ffoorr  hhiimm  ooff  tthheemm  mmoorree  tthhaann  
ffoorrttyy  mmeenn,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  bboouunndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  

wwiitthh  aann  ooaatthh,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nneeiitthheerr  eeaatt  nnoorr  
ddrriinnkk  ttiillll  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  kkiilllleedd  hhiimm::  aanndd  nnooww  aarree  
tthheeyy  rreeaaddyy,,  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  pprroommiissee  ffrroomm  tthheeee..  
  2222  SSoo  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaappttaaiinn  tthheenn  lleett  tthhee  yyoouunngg  
mmaann  ddeeppaarrtt,,  aanndd  cchhaarrggeedd  hhiimm,,  SSeeee  tthhoouu  tteellll  
nnoo  mmaann  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  sshheewweedd  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  
mmee..  
  2233  AAnndd  hhee  ccaalllleedd  uunnttoo  hhiimm  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriioonnss,,  
ssaayyiinngg,,  MMaakkee  rreeaaddyy  ttwwoo  hhuunnddrreedd  ssoollddiieerrss  ttoo  
ggoo  ttoo  CCaaeessaarreeaa,,  aanndd  hhoorrsseemmeenn  tthhrreeeessccoorree  
aanndd  tteenn,,  aanndd  ssppeeaarrmmeenn  ttwwoo  hhuunnddrreedd,,  aatt  tthhee  
tthhiirrdd  hhoouurr  ooff  tthhee  nniigghhtt;;  
  2244  AAnndd  pprroovviiddee  tthheemm  bbeeaassttss,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  
sseett  PPaauull  oonn,,  aanndd  bbrriinngg  hhiimm  ssaaffee  uunnttoo  FFeelliixx  
tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr..  
  2255  AAnndd  hhee  wwrroottee  aa  lleetttteerr  aafftteerr  tthhiiss  mmaannnneerr::  
  2266  CCllaauuddiiuuss  LLyyssiiaass  uunnttoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  eexxcceelllleenntt  
ggoovveerrnnoorr  FFeelliixx  sseennddeetthh  ggrreeeettiinngg..  
  2277  TThhiiss  mmaann  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  aanndd  
sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  kkiilllleedd  ooff  tthheemm::  tthheenn  ccaammee  II  
wwiitthh  aann  aarrmmyy,,  aanndd  rreessccuueedd  hhiimm,,  hhaavviinngg  
uunnddeerrssttoooodd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  RRoommaann..  
  2288  AAnndd  wwhheenn  II  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  kknnoowwnn  tthhee  
ccaauussee  wwhheerreeffoorree  tthheeyy  aaccccuusseedd  hhiimm,,  II  bbrroouugghhtt  
hhiimm  ffoorrtthh  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ccoouunncciill::  
  2299  WWhhoomm  II  ppeerrcceeiivveedd  ttoo  bbee  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  
qquueessttiioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  llaaww,,  bbuutt  ttoo  hhaavvee  nnootthhiinngg  
llaaiidd  ttoo  hhiiss  cchhaarrggee  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  ddeeaatthh  oorr  ooff  
bboonnddss..  
  3300  AAnndd  wwhheenn  iitt  wwaass  ttoolldd  mmee  hhooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  
JJeewwss  llaaiidd  wwaaiitt  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaann,,  II  sseenntt  
ssttrraaiigghhttwwaayy  ttoo  tthheeee,,  aanndd  ggaavvee  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  
ttoo  hhiiss  aaccccuusseerrss  aallssoo  ttoo  ssaayy  bbeeffoorree  tthheeee  wwhhaatt  
tthheeyy  hhaadd  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiimm..  FFaarreewweellll..  
  3311  TThheenn  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss,,  aass  iitt  wwaass  ccoommmmaannddeedd  
tthheemm,,  ttooookk  PPaauull,,  aanndd  bbrroouugghhtt  hhiimm  bbyy  nniigghhtt  ttoo  
AAnnttiippaattrriiss..  
  3322    OOnn  tthhee  mmoorrrrooww  tthheeyy  lleefftt  tthhee  hhoorrsseemmeenn  
ttoo  ggoo  wwiitthh  hhiimm,,  aanndd  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccaassttllee::  
  3333  WWhhoo,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ccaammee  ttoo  CCaaeessaarreeaa,,  aanndd  
ddeelliivveerreedd  tthhee  eeppiissttllee  ttoo  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr,,  
pprreesseenntteedd  PPaauull  aallssoo  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm..  
  3344  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  hhaadd  rreeaadd  tthhee  
lleetttteerr,,  hhee  aasskkeedd  ooff  wwhhaatt  pprroovviinnccee  hhee  wwaass..  
AAnndd  wwhheenn  hhee  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  ooff  
CCiilliicciiaa;;  
  3355  II  wwiillll  hheeaarr  tthheeee,,  ssaaiidd  hhee,,  wwhheenn  tthhiinnee  
aaccccuusseerrss  aarree  aallssoo  ccoommee..  AAnndd  hhee  ccoommmmaannddeedd  
hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  kkeepptt  iinn  HHeerroodd''ss  jjuuddggmmeenntt  hhaallll..  
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Returning to Jerusalem 

Since his first visit to Jerusalem, Paul, the preacher, had travelled from place to place, 

telling the Story of Jesus.  We find him, in this lesson, going once more to Jerusalem. Paul 

had been warned by friends along the way that he would have much trouble there, but he still 

wanted to go. He did not fear what wicked men might do to him, for he knew Jesus was in his 

heart. Paul had been mean to the Christians before he was saved, but now he loved everyone. 

He looked forward to worshiping with those who loved Jesus in Jerusalem. 

When Paul reached Jerusalem these friends told him that there were people there who did 

not like him -– they did not like what he preached because they did not love Jesus, and did not 

want to think that Jesus was alive as Paul said He was. They did not like to have Paul tell the 

Gentiles, or heathen, that they could be saved, too. 

Paul Is Beaten 

One day some of these people who were Paul’s enemies saw him in the Temple. They 

grabbed him and shouted that Paul was preaching against them, and that he was not fit to be in 

the Temple. People all over Jerusalem were excited and came running. They pulled Paul out 

of the Temple and began to beat him. The chief captain and soldiers came to see what was 

causing all the excitement.  The captain, seeing that the people were angry with Paul, thought 

he was a bad man, and had the soldiers bind him with two chains. Then the captain asked why 

they were angry with Paul. There was so much noise and shouting that the captain could not 

tell what the people meant. He told the soldiers to take Paul into the castle, and as they were 

walking up the steps Paul asked the captain if he might say something to the people. 

Paul’s Defence 

Can we not see Paul as he stands on the stairs with the soldiers, turning around to the noisy 

crowd of people and raising his hand to let them know he wanted to speak to them. They 

began to quiet down so they could hear what Paul was going to say. When they were all still -

– maybe it was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop -– Paul started to speak to them. 

He told them all about himself, so they would know he loved them and would not do them 

any harm. He told them he lived as they did until he saw Jesus that day on the road to 

Damascus. A bright heavenly light had flooded the earth around him, and Jesus had talked to 

him. After Paul saw Jesus and heard Him speak, he knew Jesus was alive and that He was the 

Son of the living God. Paul loved Him and told others about Jesus wherever he could. 

The angry people still wanted to destroy Paul, but the soldiers took Paul into the castle and 

would not let the people hurt him. During the night Jesus came to Paul and told him not to 

feel bad.  “Be of good cheer, Paul,” Jesus said.  It is so sweet to think that no matter what 

happens to us, Jesus is always very near! 

Shall we imagine we see a young man standing outside the castle as small groups of men 

are here and thee talking?  It is Paul’s nephew.  Suddenly he lifts his head – he hesitates a 

moment – then he walks up the steps into the castle. Perhaps he has overheard some of the 

men say they are not going to eat nor drink until they have killed Paul. He tells his uncle, 

Paul, what he has heard, and Paul sends him to the captain. The captain, wanting to save Paul, 

tells the soldiers to take Paul to another town so the people in Jerusalem cannot hurt him. That 

night while perhaps most of the city is very quiet, there is the stamping of horses’ feet, the 

hushed voices of men, and the dull sound of spears on the pavement. Two hundred soldiers, 

70 horsemen, and 200 men with spears, go out through the city gate toward Cæsarea, taking 

Paul with them.  God has again spared Paul’s life so that he may tell others in many lands 

about Jesus. 
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Preaching and Suffering 

Paul had preached for a long time. He always told the people that Jesus died on the cross 

that they might be saved, and that He arose from the grave the third day and is now in Heaven 

getting mansions ready for everyone who will love Him and do what He tells them to do. But 

always there were people who were mean to Paul because they did not want to be good and 

love Jesus, and did not want Paul to preach about Him. Once Paul told of being beaten eight 

different times; once he was stoned; three times he was shipwrecked. He spent a day and a 

night in the waters of the sea; he was put in jail; he faced dangers of robbers, and other 

dangers in the city and in the wilderness. Once when the people waited at the city gates day 

and night to catch Paul, Paul’s friends helped him to escape at night by letting him down over 

the wall of the city in a large basket.  At times he was weary; he suffered pain; he was 

sometimes hungry, thirsty, and cold (II Corinthians 11:23-27).  Paul was glad to suffer for 

Jesus because He had died for Paul. 

Perhaps not one of us has suffered even one of the things that Paul suffered for Jesus.  Do 

we love Jesus as much as Paul loved Him?  When we try to work for Jesus we may find that 

things are not always easy.  We may invite a friend to Sunday School. Perhaps she will make 

an excuse like, “My mother will not get me ready in time to go.”  Or she may say, “I would 

rather play on Sunday.”  But if you let her know that it is more important to listen to God’s 

Word than anything else, perhaps she will come with you.  Let us pray that God will make us 

earnest and faithful in our work for Jesus, as Paul was. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. Why did some people dislike Paul?  Acts 22:19; 23:6. 

2. What happened to Paul when he was in Jerusalem at this time?  Acts 21:30, 31. 

3. How did Paul know Jesus was alive?  Acts 22:8. 

4. Who stood by Paul and told him to be of good cheer?  Acts 23:11. 

5. Who told Paul that some men were not going to eat nor drink until they had destroyed 

him? Acts 23:16. 
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LESSON RESOURCES 

TOPIC 
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PICTURE 1 
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PICTURE 2 

 

 

 


