THE STRANGE WRITING ON THE WALL
Daniel 5:1-31.
LESSON 141 -- Primary Course

MEMORY VERSE: “Seek those things which are above” (Colossians 3:1).

BIBLE TEXT

Daniel 5:1-31.

1 { Belshazzar the king made a great feast to
a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine,
commanded to bring the golden and silver
vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar
had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his
wives, and his concubines, might drink
therein.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that
were taken out of the temple of the house of
God which was at Jerusalem; and the king,
and his princes, his wives, and his
concubines, drank in them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a
man's hand, and wrote over against the
candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of
the king's palace: and the king saw the part
of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king's countenance was
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and
his knees smote one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to
the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall
read this writing, and shew me the
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

8 Then came in all the king's wise men: but
they could not read the writing, nor make
known to the king the interpretation thereof.

9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly
troubled, and his countenance was changed
in him, and his lords were astonied.

10 1 Now the queen, by reason of the words
of the king and his lords, came into the
banquet house: and the queen spake and
said, O king, live for ever: let not thy
thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy
countenance be changed:

11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom
is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days
of thy father light and understanding and
wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was
found in him; whom the king
Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, | say,
thy father, made master of the magicians,
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;

12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and
knowledge, and understanding, interpreting
of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences,
and dissolving of doubts, were found in the
same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and
he will shew the interpretation.

13 Then was Daniel brought in before the
king. And the king spake and said unto
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the
children of the captivity of Judah, whom the
king my father brought out of Jewry?

14 1 have even heard of thee, that the spirit
of the gods is in thee, and that light and
understanding and excellent wisdom is
found in thee.

15 And now the wise men, the astrologers,
have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing, and make known
unto me the interpretation thereof: but they
could not shew the interpretation of the
thing:

16 And I have heard of thee, that thou canst
make interpretations, and dissolve doubts:
now if thou canst read the writing, and make
known to me the interpretation thereof, thou
shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a
chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be
the third ruler in the kingdom.
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17 Then Daniel answered and said before
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give
thy rewards to another; yet | will read the
writing unto the king, and make known to
him the interpretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and
majesty, and glory, and honour:

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all
people, nations, and languages, trembled and
feared before him: whom he would he slew;
and whom he would he kept alive; and
whom he would he set up; and whom he
would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his
mind hardened in pride, he was deposed
from his kingly throne, and they took his
glory from him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of
men; and his heart was made like the beasts,
and his dwelling was with the wild asses:
they fed him with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he
knew that the most high God ruled in the
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over
it whomsoever he will.

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest
all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the

Boyhood in Babylon

vessels of his house before thee, and thou,
and thy lords, thy wives, and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and
thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all
thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from
him; and this writing was written.

25 And this is the writing that was written,
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26 This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it.

27 TEKEL,; Thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wanting.

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Persians.

29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and made a
proclamation concerning him, that he should
be the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 1 In that night was Belshazzar the king
of the Chaldeans slain.

31 And Darius the Median took the
kingdom, being about threescore and two
years old.

Perhaps King Belshazzar grew up as a prince in the beautiful palace in Babylon. Maybe as
a little boy he followed the gardeners as they planted and watered the flowers and trees in the
hanging gardens close by the palace, and went boating on the river that flowed nearby. His
grandfather Nebuchadnezzar may have taken him on his knee and told him about the many
times he had gone to war with his soldiers, and how one time they had brought some captives
from a country across the desert -— people who served and worshipped the great God who
rules in all the earth.

He knew, too, how that his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar was once proud and sinful and
how his mind had gone from him until he became humble and gave praise and honour and
glory to God.

A Careless King

Probably Belshazzar’s every wish had been granted as he grew up, and he had become a
foolish and selfish young man. One day it came about that Belshazzar was king in Babylon.
How grand it was to be king! When the feast day came he invited a thousand of the men who
helped rule the great kingdom of Babylon.

As they were eating and drinking, and perhaps thinking only of what they could do to
please themselves, Belshazzar thought of the beautiful golden and silver cups and dishes
which King Nebuchadnezzar had brought from the house of God in Jerusalem. No doubt he
felt that he should not use these vessels which came from the Temple of the living God but
perhaps he always had his own way and did as he pleased, so he called for them to be brought.
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He and his companions drank wine from these beautiful vessels, and praised the gods of gold,
of silver, of wood, and of stone.
Strange Writing

Suddenly, just the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and started to write on the plaster wall
of the big dining room. How serious and sober the king became! He pushed his food and
wine away. He did not know what to do. He could not understand the meaning of the words,
which the fingers wrote. But he knew about the God who rules in Heaven and earth, and no
doubt he thought about all the naughty and bad things he had done in his life. And now they
had drunk wine out of the golden and silver vessels, which had been made especially to be
used in the Temple of the living God. His conscience hurt so badly that he shook and
trembled.

Belshazzar called for the wise men of Babylon and said he would give them rich gifts if
they could interpret the writing, but they could not tell him what the writing meant. When the
queen heard about the strange handwriting, she thought of the good and wise Daniel. She
went at once to the dining hall to tell the trembling king that there was one named Daniel
among the captives whom King Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Jerusalem. He had
interpreted dreams for King Nebuchadnezzar when no one else could, and she knew Daniel
could tell what the writing meant.

Quick Punishment

Belshazzar called for Daniel to come quickly to the palace. The king was greatly troubled
and excited, and asked Daniel if he was the one who had been brought as a captive from the
land of the Jews. He said if Daniel could tell him what the writing meant, he would give him
a scarlet robe, put a chain of gold about his neck, and make him third ruler in the kingdom.

Yes, Daniel could tell him what the writing meant, because it was a message from God.
Daniel loved God and prayed to Him three times a day, and God was with him. Daniel said,
“Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto
the king, and make known to him the interpretation.”

Belshazzar’s kingdom was to be taken away and he would be slain. Daniel reminded him
that he had known how Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather, had lost his mind because he was
proud and selfish and sinful, but Belshazzar had not prayed and humbled himself as
Nebuchadnezzar had done. Daniel said to him, “Thou . . . hast lifted up thyself against the
Lord of heaven; . . . and the God in whose hand thy breath is, . . . hast thou not glorified.”

That night enemy soldiers came into Babylon and took the city, and Belshazzar was slain.

A Quiet, Happy Heart

But Daniel lived to be an old, old man. He was true to God, did what he knew was right,

and had a quiet, happy heart.

QUESTIONS

1. What was the name of the king who made a feast for a thousand of his helpers? Daniel
5:1.

What very bad thing did he do at his feast? Daniel 5:3.

What caused the king to fear and tremble? Daniel 5:5.

Who told the king what the writing meant? Daniel 5:17.

Why did this great judgment come upon King Belshazzar? Daniel 5:22, 23.
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PICTURE

Do No Sinful Action

WATCH & PRAY 61
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SON

Do No Sinful Action

Do no sinful action,

Speak no angry word,

Ye belong to Jesus,
Children of the Lord
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