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THE REVELATION OF JESUS
BIBLE TEXT : Revelation 1:1-20
LESSON 459 Senior Course

MEMORY VERSE: "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him" (Revelation 1:7).
BIBLE TEXT in King James Version Bible References:

Revelation 1:1-20
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass; and he
sent and signified it by his angel
unto his servant John:
2 Who bare record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he
saw.
3 Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the
time is at hand.
4 John to the seven churches
which are in Asia: Grace be unto
you, and peace, from him which
is, and which was, and which is to
come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his throne;
5 And from Jesus Christ, who is
the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth.
Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his
own blood,
6 And hath made us kings and
priests unto God and his Father; to
him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.
7 Behold, he cometh with clouds;
and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him. Even so, Amen.
8 I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the ending, saith
the Lord, which is, and which was,
and which is to come, the
Almighty.
9 I John, who also am your
brother, and companion in

II AnnouncementsAnnouncements toto JohnJohn
1.1. GodGod gavegave toto JesusJesus aa revelationrevelation ofof thethe thingsthings shortlyshortly toto comecome toto

passpass shownshown toto JohnJohn byby anan angel,angel, RevelationRevelation 1:1;1:1;
22 ThessaloniansThessalonians 1:71:7

77 AndAnd toto youyou whowho areare troubledtroubled restrest withwith us,us, whenwhen thethe LordLord
JesusJesus shallshall bebe revealedrevealed fromfrom heavenheaven withwith hishis mightymighty angels,angels,

22 ThessaloniansThessalonians 1:81:8
88 InIn flamingflaming firefire takingtaking vengeancevengeance onon themthem thatthat knowknow notnot
God,God, andand thatthat obeyobey notnot thethe gospelgospel ofof ourour LordLord JesusJesus Christ:Christ:

2.2. JohnJohn barebare recordrecord ofof allall thingsthings thatthat hehe saw,saw, RevelationRevelation 1:2.1:2.
3.3. WeWe areare exhortedexhorted toto readread andand keepkeep thesethese words,words, forfor thethe timetime isis

atat hand,hand, RevelationRevelation 1:3.1:3.
IIII AA MessageMessage toto thethe ChurchesChurches ofof HisHis ComingComing
1.1. TheThe messagemessage ofof thethe BookBook isis addressedaddressed toto thethe sevenseven churches,churches,

symbolicsymbolic ofof HisHis Church,Church, RevelationRevelation 1:4,1:4, 11.11.
2.2. Christ,Christ, whowho isis comingcoming asas King,King, hathhath saved,saved, sanctified,sanctified, andand

mademade usus kingskings andand priests,priests, RevelationRevelation 1:5,1:5, 6;6;
EphesiansEphesians 5:25-275:25-27

2525 Husbands,Husbands, lovelove youryour wives,wives, eveneven asas ChristChrist alsoalso lovedloved thethe
church,church, andand gavegave himselfhimself forfor it;it;
2626 ThatThat hehe mightmight sanctifysanctify andand cleansecleanse itit withwith thethe washingwashing ofof
waterwater byby thethe word,word,
2727 ThatThat hehe mightmight presentpresent itit toto himselfhimself aa gloriousglorious church,church, notnot
havinghaving spot,spot, oror wrinkle,wrinkle, oror anyany suchsuch thing;thing; butbut thatthat itit shouldshould
bebe holyholy andand withoutwithout blemish.blemish.

3.3. TheThe powerpower andand gloryglory ofof thethe LordLord willwill bebe seenseen byby everyevery age,age,
RevelationRevelation 1:7,1:7, 8.8.

IIIIII TheThe SublimeSublime BeingBeing
1.1. JohnJohn hearshears aa voicevoice fromfrom behindbehind andand turnsturns toto seesee whowho isis

speakingspeaking RevelationRevelation 1:10,1:10, 12.12.
2.2. AA descriptiondescription isis givengiven ofof thethe gloriousglorious figurefigure JohnJohn saw,saw,

RevelationRevelation 1:13,16;1:13,16;
Daniel 7:9-14

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient
of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the
hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.
10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him:
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.
11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words
which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was
slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning
flame.
12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their
dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a
season and time.
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not
be destroyed.

3.3. ChristChrist givesgives testimonytestimony concerningconcerning Himself,Himself, RevelationRevelation 1:17,1:17, 18.18.
4. The mystery of the seven stars and the seven golden

candlesticks is revealed, Revelation 1:19, 20
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tribulation, and in the kingdom
and patience of Jesus Christ, was
in the isle that is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
10 I was in the Spirit on the
Lord's day, and heard behind me a
great voice, as of a trumpet,
11 Saying, I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last: and,
What thou seest, write in a book,
and send it unto the seven
churches which are in Asia; unto
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira,
and unto Sardis, and unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.
12 And I turned to see the voice
that spake with me. And being
turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks;
13 And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks one like unto the Son
of man, clothed with a garment
down to the foot, and girt about
the paps with a golden girdle.
14 His head and his hairs were
white like wool, as white as snow;
and his eyes were as a flame of
fire;
15 And his feet like unto fine
brass, as if they burned in a
furnace; and his voice as the
sound of many waters.
16 And he had in his right hand
seven stars: and out of his mouth
went a sharp twoedged sword:
and his countenance was as the
sun shineth in his strength.
17 And when I saw him, I fell at
his feet as dead. And he laid his
right hand upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not; I am the first and
the last:
18 I am he that liveth, and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.
19 Write the things which thou
hast seen, and the things which
are, and the things which shall be

Notes:
BanishedBanished toto PatmosPatmos

John,John, thethe belovedbeloved Apostle,Apostle, waswas thethe writerwriter ofof Revelation,Revelation, whichwhich
isis thoughtthought toto havehave beenbeen writtenwritten aboutabout 9696 AD.AD. JohnJohn waswas anan oldold
manman whenwhen hehe waswas banishedbanished toto thethe IsleIsle ofof PatmosPatmos byby thethe RomanRoman
emperor,emperor, Domitian,Domitian, "for"for thethe wordword ofof God,God, andand forfor thethe testimonytestimony ofof
JesusJesus Christ."Christ." TheThe otherother ApostlesApostles hadhad allall sufferedsuffered martyrdommartyrdom
beforebefore thisthis timetime andand possiblypossibly JohnJohn waswas thethe onlyonly personperson leftleft whowho
hadhad personallypersonally seenseen andand heardheard JesusJesus speakspeak whilewhile herehere onon earth.earth.
TheThe LordLord revealedrevealed toto himhim thethe eventsevents ofof thethe lastlast daysdays leadingleading upup toto
thethe secondsecond comingcoming ofof JesusJesus andand thethe finalfinal triumphtriumph overover thethe powerspowers
ofof thethe enemy.enemy.
PatmosPatmos waswas aa rockyrocky spotspot inin thethe GrecianGrecian Archipelago,Archipelago,

SouthwestSouthwest ofof Ephesus.Ephesus. ItIt hashas neitherneither trees,trees, nornor rivers,rivers, nornor anyany
landland forfor cultivation.cultivation. ItIt isis aa meremere massmass ofof barrenbarren rocks,rocks, andand waswas
usedused asas aa placeplace forfor banishedbanished convicts.convicts. PersecutionsPersecutions byby RomeRome
becamebecame toto JohnJohn thethe doordoor ofof sublimessublimes communioncommunion withwith Heaven.Heaven.
ManyMany timestimes thethe wrathwrath ofof thethe wickedwicked bringsbrings thethe saintssaints intointo aa closercloser
relationshiprelationship withwith God.God.

ApocalypseApocalypse
ApocalypseApocalypse meansmeans somethingsomething revealed.revealed. TheThe firstfirst verseverse tellstells usus

thatthat GodGod gavegave thisthis revelationrevelation toto JesusJesus ChristChrist toto showshow untounto HisHis
servantsservants thethe things,things, whichwhich mustmust shortlyshortly comecome toto pass;pass; andand HeHe
sentsent andand signifiedsignified itit byby HisHis angelangel untounto HisHis servantservant John.John.
AsAs thethe BookBook ofof GenesisGenesis givesgives thethe creationcreation storystory andand thethe firstfirst

promisepromise ofof thethe world'sworld's Saviour,Saviour, soso thethe BookBook ofof Revelation,Revelation, atat thethe
closeclose ofof thethe Bible,Bible, announcesannounces thethe endend ofof thethe presentpresent orderorder andand
setssets forthforth thethe gloryglory andand majestymajesty ofof ChristChrist inin HisHis SecondSecond Coming.Coming.
TheThe themetheme ofof thethe BookBook isis thethe grandgrand triumphtriumph ofof thethe KingdomKingdom ofof
God.God. ItIt isis saidsaid toto bebe thethe bridgebridge castcast overover thethe chasm,chasm, whichwhich dividesdivides
thethe firstfirst andand secondsecond advent.advent.
"Blessed"Blessed isis hehe thatthat readeth,readeth, andand theythey thatthat hearhear thethe wordswords ofof

thisthis prophecy,prophecy, andand keepkeep thosethose thingsthings whichwhich areare writtenwritten therein"therein"
(Revelation(Revelation 1:3).1:3). ManyMany looklook onon thethe BookBook ofof RevelationRevelation asas aa sealedsealed
BookBook andand dodo notnot trytry toto understandunderstand it,it, butbut thethe ScriptureScripture sayssays
"blessed""blessed" areare theythey whowho do.do. AndAnd itit alsoalso sayssays GodGod gavegave itit toto JesusJesus
forfor HimHim toto showshow toto HisHis servants.servants. MuchMuch ofof thethe BookBook isis writtenwritten inin
symbolssymbols andand types,types, yetyet somesome ofof thethe mostmost preciousprecious promisespromises inin thethe
BibleBible areare givengiven inin thisthis Book.Book.

TheThe SalutationSalutation
TheThe salutationsalutation isis fromfrom JohnJohn toto thethe sevenseven churcheschurches inin Asia.Asia.

"Grace"Grace bebe untounto you,you, andand peace,peace, .. .. .. fromfrom JesusJesus Christ,Christ, whowho isis thethe
faithfulfaithful witnesswitness andand thethe firstfirst begottenbegotten ofof thethe dead,dead, andand thethe princeprince
ofof thethe kingskings ofof thethe earth.earth. UntoUnto himhim thatthat lovedloved us,us, andand washedwashed usus
fromfrom ourour sinssins inin hishis ownown blood,blood, andand hathhath mademade usus kingskings andand
priestspriests untounto GodGod andand hishis Father;Father; toto himhim bebe gloryglory andand dominiondominion forfor
everever andand ever"ever" (Revelation(Revelation 1:4-6).1:4-6). WhatWhat aa grandgrand salutation!salutation! HeHe
passespasses fromfrom anan affectionateaffectionate greetinggreeting toto aa jubilantjubilant doxology:doxology: "To"To
himhim bebe gloryglory andand dominiondominion forfor everever andand ever."ever."
GraceGrace andand peacepeace fromfrom HimHim whowho lovedloved usus andand washedwashed usus fromfrom

ourour sinssins inin HisHis ownown Blood!Blood! IfIf HeHe lovedloved HisHis enemiesenemies enoughenough toto diedie
onon thethe crosscross forfor them,them, whatwhat mustmust HisHis lovelove bebe forfor thosethose whowho havehave
beenbeen redeemedredeemed throughthrough HisHis preciousprecious Blood!Blood! ThisThis makesmakes itit plainplain
thatthat HisHis BloodBlood washeswashes awayaway ourour sins.sins. TheThe realreal purposepurpose ofof HisHis
comingcoming asas thethe BabeBabe ofof BethlehemBethlehem waswas toto diedie onon thethe crosscross andand
shedshed HisHis BloodBlood forfor thethe salvationsalvation ofof aa lostlost world.world. ThoseThose whowho acceptaccept
thisthis wonderfulwonderful salvationsalvation areare notnot onlyonly savedsaved fromfrom theirtheir sinssins butbut
theythey areare mademade kingskings andand priestspriests untounto God.God. ThinkThink ofof it!it! FromFrom aa
humblehumble stationstation inin lifelife toto bebe kingskings andand priestspriests untounto God!God! "Oh"Oh thatthat
menmen wouldwould praisepraise thethe LORDLORD forfor hishis goodness,goodness, andand forfor hishis
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hereafter;
20 The mystery of the seven stars
which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches:
and the seven candlesticks which
thou sawest are the seven
churches.

wonderfulwonderful worksworks toto thethe childrenchildren ofof men!"men!" (Psalm(Psalm 107:8).107:8).
ComingComing withwith CloudsClouds

"Behold,"Behold, hehe comethcometh withwith clouds"clouds" (Revelation(Revelation 1:7).1:7). WhenWhen JesusJesus
leftleft thisthis earthearth aa cloudcloud receivedreceived HimHim outout ofof thethe sightsight ofof thethe
disciples.disciples. WhenWhen HeHe comescomes again,again, itit willwill bebe withwith clouds,clouds, aa personal,personal,
visiblevisible appearance.appearance.
SomeSome teachersteachers wouldwould telltell usus thatthat HisHis comingcoming intointo thethe heartheart isis

whatwhat isis meantmeant byby HisHis secondsecond coming.coming. JohnJohn hadhad seenseen JesusJesus whenwhen
HeHe walkedwalked onon earthearth asas aa man;man; thenthen asas thethe resurrectedresurrected ChristChrist
beforebefore HeHe ascendedascended toto Heaven.Heaven. AllAll thosethose yearsyears fromfrom thethe timetime
JesusJesus calledcalled himhim toto bebe oneone ofof HisHis disciples,disciples, thethe lovelove ofof JesusJesus hadhad
dweltdwelt inin hishis heart;heart; andand nownow JohnJohn beholdsbeholds HimHim asas HeHe isis inin HisHis
Glory.Glory.
JesusJesus isis comingcoming backback againagain andand everyevery eyeeye shallshall seesee Him.Him. ToTo

somesome itit willwill bebe aa gloriousglorious sight,sight, othersothers willwill crycry forfor thethe rocksrocks andand
thethe mountainsmountains toto hidehide them.them. ThisThis verseverse inin thethe firstfirst chapterchapter ofof
RevelationRevelation especiallyespecially mentionsmentions thosethose whowho piercedpierced Him,Him, thosethose whowho
drovedrove thethe nailsnails intointo HisHis handshands andand feet,feet, thethe oneone whowho stuckstuck thethe
swordsword intointo HisHis side,side, togethertogether withwith thosethose whowho cried,cried, "Crucify"Crucify him,him,
crucifycrucify him."him."

TheThe Lord'sLord's DayDay
JohnJohn sayssays hehe waswas inin thethe SpiritSpirit onon thethe Lord'sLord's Day,Day, thethe dayday onon

whichwhich ChristiansChristians meetmeet toto commemoratecommemorate thethe Lord'sLord's resurrection,resurrection, aa
dayday hallowedhallowed foreverforever byby thethe mostmost momentousmomentous eventevent ofof allall history.history.
TheThe seventhseventh dayday hadhad beenbeen hallowedhallowed andand keptkept inin commemorationcommemoration
ofof CreationCreation andand waswas thethe JewishJewish Sabbath.Sabbath. ChristiansChristians keepkeep thethe firstfirst
dayday ofof thethe week,week, thethe dayday onon whichwhich ChristChrist arose,arose, inin celebrationcelebration ofof
Redemption.Redemption. ItIt isis thethe Christian'sChristian's Sabbath.Sabbath. (See(See LessonLesson 268,268, BookBook
21.)21.)

SoundingSounding ofof thethe TrumpetTrumpet
JohnJohn heardheard aa greatgreat voicevoice behindbehind himhim asas ofof aa trumpet.trumpet. TheThe

trumpettrumpet waswas usedused toto usherusher inin greatgreat events.events. ItIt accompaniedaccompanied God'sGod's
revelationrevelation ofof Himself.Himself. WhenWhen GodGod revealedrevealed HimselfHimself onon MountMount Sinai,Sinai,
HeHe brokebroke silencesilence withwith thethe voicevoice ofof aa trumpet,trumpet, exceedinglyexceedingly loud.loud.
TheThe YearYear ofof JubileeJubilee waswas usheredushered inin byby thethe soundingsounding ofof thethe silversilver
trumpet.trumpet. TheThe voicevoice ofof thethe archangelarchangel andand thethe trumptrump ofof GodGod willwill
breakbreak thethe silencesilence ofof thethe tombtomb andand gathergather God'sGod's electelect fromfrom thethe
endsends ofof thethe world.world. AA godlessgodless worldworld maymay notnot hearhear it,it, butbut thethe bloodblood
washedwashed willwill hearhear itit andand bebe transfiguredtransfigured andand mountmount upup onon wingswings asas
eagleseagles toto meetmeet theirtheir LordLord inin thethe air.air.

SevenSeven CandlesticksCandlesticks
WhenWhen JohnJohn turnedturned toto seesee thethe VoiceVoice thatthat spakespake withwith him,him, hehe

sawsaw sevenseven goldengolden candlesticks,candlesticks, andand inin thethe midstmidst ofof thethe sevenseven
candlestickscandlesticks oneone likelike untounto thethe SonSon ofof Man.Man. TheThe sevenseven candlestickscandlesticks
representrepresent thethe sevenseven churcheschurches inin Asia.Asia. TheThe candlestickscandlesticks areare thethe
lightlight bearers.bearers. TheyThey havehave nono lightlight inin themselvesthemselves butbut theythey areare thethe
lightlight bearers.bearers. JesusJesus isis thethe truetrue Light.Light. TheThe churchchurch holdsholds thethe truetrue
Light,Light, andand eacheach bornborn againagain ChristianChristian letslets hishis lightlight shineshine throughthrough
hishis testimonytestimony andand thethe lifelife hehe lives.lives. TheThe lamplamp standsstands werewere ofof gold,gold,
aa mostmost preciousprecious metal.metal. AA congregationcongregation ofof saintssaints isis thethe mostmost
preciousprecious thingthing inin thethe world.world. ItIt isis thethe purepure goldgold ofof thethe earth.earth.

TheThe SonSon ofof ManMan
His head and hair were like wool, as white as snow. The

Scriptures tell us that the hoary head is a crown of glory if it be
found in the way of righteousness (Proverbs 16:31 31 The hoary
head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of
righteousness.). His feet were like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace. It is upon these feet of holiness that the
Lord walks among the churches, and will tread down all
abominations. Beautiful are those feet to them who love Him, but
terrible to those who will be trodden down by them.
His voice was as the sound of many waters. How could it be
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other wise? Some day that Voice will wake the dead. "The voice
of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty"
(Psalm 29:4).
He had in His right hand seven stars. The seven stars are the

angels or ministers of the seven churches. Christ walks among the
candlesticks but he holds these ministers in His right hand.
Out of His mouth went a sharp, two edged sword. The Bible

tells us: "The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). "My
sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon
Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment" (Isaiah
34:5). His countenance was as the sun shining in his strength.
The churches are lamps, the ministers are stars; but Christ is the
sun.
A similar scene was beheld by the three disciples when Jesus

was transfigured before them upon the Mount. "His face did shine
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light" (Matthew
17:2).

WordsWords ofof ComfortComfort
GreatGreat andand dreadfuldreadful waswas thethe glory,glory, andand power,power, andand wonder,wonder, andand

majestymajesty thatthat JohnJohn beheld.beheld. OneOne writerwriter describeddescribed it:it: "The"The trumpettrumpet
sound,sound, thethe scenescene ofof splendour,splendour, thethe allall revealingrevealing look,look, thethe voicevoice ofof
power,power, thethe countenancecountenance ofof blazingblazing light...."light...." JohnJohn waswas
overwhelmedoverwhelmed atat thethe visionvision andand fellfell atat Christ'sChrist's feetfeet asas dead.dead. JesusJesus
laidlaid HisHis rightright handhand uponupon himhim andand said,said, "Fear"Fear not."not." WhatWhat
comfortingcomforting words!words!

QUESTIONSQUESTIONS
1. To what island was John banished? Describe it
2. Why was he banished there?
3. On what day of the week did John have this vision'
4. Why do Christians observe that day?
5. What were the first things John saw in that vision,
6. What did they represent?
7. Name the seven churches in Asia to whom this message was

sent
8. Describe the appearance of the "Son of man."
9. How did all this affect John?
10. What did Jesus say to him?
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