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THE MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES
BIBLEBIBLE TEXTTEXT :: RevelationRevelation 2:1-29;2:1-29; 3:1-22.3:1-22.

LESSON 460 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown"
(Revelation 3:11)..
BIBLE TEXT in King James Version Bible References:

Revelation 2:1-29
1 Unto the angel of the church of
Ephesus write; These things saith
he that holdeth the seven stars in
his right hand, who walketh in the
midst of the seven golden
candlesticks;
2 I know thy works, and thy
labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which
are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and
are not, and hast found them liars:
3 And hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name's sake
hast laboured, and hast not
fainted.
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast
left thy first love.
5 Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou
repent.
6 But this thou hast, that thou
hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.
8 And unto the angel of the
church in Smyrna write; These
things saith the first and the last,
which was dead, and is alive;
9 I know thy works, and
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou
art rich) and I know the
blasphemy of them which say they

II FirstFirst Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch atat EphesusEphesus
1.1. TheThe EphesianEphesian churchchurch hadhad muchmuch toto herher credit,credit, RevelationRevelation 2:2,2:2,
3,3, 6;6;

Psalm 139:1-5
1 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off.
3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art
acquainted with all my ways.
4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD,
thou knowest it altogether.
5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine
hand upon me.

Galatians 6:9
9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not.

2.2. TheThe churchchurch atat EphesusEphesus waswas inin aa backsliddenbackslidden state,state,
RevelationRevelation 2:4,2:4, 55

Ezekiel 18:24
24 But when the righteous turneth away from his
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth
according to all the abominations that the wicked man
doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath
done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath
trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them
shall he die.

Ezekiel 33:12-13
12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of
thy people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not
deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the
wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the
day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the
righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day
that he sinneth.
13 When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely
live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit
iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered;
but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for
it.

Ezekiel 33:18
18 When the righteous turneth from his righteousness,
and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby.

Matthew 26:75
75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
And he went out, and wept bitterly.

Matthew 24:12
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold.

Luke 9:62
62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God.

2 Corinthians 11:13
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:15
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end
shall be according to their works.



The Messages to the Churches 2 of 8

are Jews, and are not, but are the
synagogue of Satan.
10 Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.
11 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second
death.
12 And to the angel of the church
in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp
sword with two edges;
13 I know thy works, and where
thou dwellest, even where Satan's
seat is: and thou holdest fast my
name, and hast not denied my
faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr,
who was slain among you, where
Satan dwelleth.
14 But I have a few things
against thee, because thou hast
there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to
cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication.
15 So hast thou also them that
hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.
16 Repent; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will fight
against them with the sword of my
mouth.
17 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth
it.
18 And unto the angel of the

2 Peter 2:1
1 But there were false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction.

2 Peter 2:10
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are
they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

2 Peter 2:20
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

IIII TheThe SecondSecond Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch inin SmyrnaSmyrna
1.1. ThisThis churchchurch waswas poorpoor inin thisthis world'sworld's goodsgoods butbut richrich towardtoward

GodGod RevelationRevelation 2:8,2:8, 9;9; 3:9;3:9;
JamesJames 2:52:5

55 Hearken,Hearken, mymy belovedbeloved brethren,brethren, HathHath notnot GodGod chosenchosen thethe
poorpoor ofof thisthis worldworld richrich inin faith,faith, andand heirsheirs ofof thethe kingdomkingdom
whichwhich hehe hathhath promisedpromised toto themthem thatthat lovelove him?him?

RomansRomans 2:282:28
2828 ForFor hehe isis notnot aa Jew,Jew, whichwhich isis oneone outwardly;outwardly; neitherneither isis
thatthat circumcision,circumcision, whichwhich isis outwardoutward inin thethe flesh:flesh:

RomansRomans 2:292:29
2929 ButBut hehe isis aa Jew,Jew, whichwhich isis oneone inwardly;inwardly; andand
circumcisioncircumcision isis thatthat ofof thethe heart,heart, inin thethe spirit,spirit, andand notnot inin
thethe letter;letter; whosewhose praisepraise isis notnot ofof men,men, butbut ofof God.God.

2.2. ThisThis churchchurch waswas promisedpromised aa crowncrown ofof lifelife ifif faithfulfaithful untounto
deathdeath RevelationRevelation 2:10,2:10, 11;11;
James 1:12

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord
hath promised to them that love him.

IIIIII TheThe ThirdThird Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch inin PergamosPergamos
1.1. ThisThis churchchurch isis commendedcommended byby Christ,Christ, RevelationRevelation 2:13;2:13;

Matthew 15:28
28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her
daughter was made whole from that very hour.

2.2. TheThe churchchurch isis rebukedrebuked forfor fellowshippingfellowshipping falsefalse teachers,teachers,
RevelationRevelation 2:14-17;2:14-17;

NumbersNumbers 25:2-525:2-5
22 AndAnd theythey calledcalled thethe peoplepeople untounto thethe sacrificessacrifices ofof theirtheir
gods:gods: andand thethe peoplepeople diddid eat,eat, andand bowedbowed downdown toto theirtheir
gods.gods.
33 AndAnd IsraelIsrael joinedjoined himselfhimself untounto Baalpeor:Baalpeor: andand thethe angeranger ofof
thethe LORDLORD waswas kindledkindled againstagainst Israel.Israel.
44 AndAnd thethe LORDLORD saidsaid untounto Moses,Moses, TakeTake allall thethe headsheads ofof thethe
people,people, andand hanghang themthem upup beforebefore thethe LORDLORD againstagainst thethe
sun,sun, thatthat thethe fiercefierce angeranger ofof thethe LORDLORD maymay bebe turnedturned awayaway
fromfrom Israel.Israel.
55 AndAnd MosesMoses saidsaid untounto thethe judgesjudges ofof Israel,Israel, SlaySlay yeye everyevery
oneone hishis menmen thatthat werewere joinedjoined untounto Baalpeor.Baalpeor.

22 PeterPeter 2:15-162:15-16
1515 WhichWhich havehave forsakenforsaken thethe rightright way,way, andand areare gonegone
astray,astray, followingfollowing thethe wayway ofof BalaamBalaam thethe sonson ofof Bosor,Bosor, whowho
lovedloved thethe wageswages ofof unrighteousness;unrighteousness;
1616 ButBut waswas rebukedrebuked forfor hishis iniquity:iniquity: thethe dumbdumb assass
speakingspeaking withwith man'sman's voicevoice forbadforbad thethe madnessmadness ofof thethe
prophet.prophet.

JudeJude 1:111:11
1111 WoeWoe untounto them!them! forfor theythey havehave gonegone inin thethe wayway ofof Cain,Cain,
andand ranran greedilygreedily afterafter thethe errorerror ofof BalaamBalaam forfor reward,reward, andand
perishedperished inin thethe gainsayinggainsaying ofof Core.Core.

IVIV TheThe FourthFourth Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch inin ThyatiraThyatira
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church in Thyatira write; These
things saith the Son of God, who
hath his eyes like unto a flame of
fire, and his feet are like fine
brass;
19 I know thy works, and charity,
and service, and faith, and thy
patience, and thy works; and the
last to be more than the first.
20 Notwithstanding I have a few
things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my
servants to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols.
21 And I gave her space to repent
of her fornication; and she
repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a
bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of
their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with
death; and all the churches shall
know that I am he which
searcheth the reins and hearts:
and I will give unto every one of
you according to your works.
24 But unto you I say, and unto
the rest in Thyatira, as many as
have not this doctrine, and which
have not known the depths of
Satan, as they speak; I will put
upon you none other burden.
25 But that which ye have already
hold fast till I come.
26 And he that overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end,
to him will I give power over the
nations:
27 And he shall rule them with a
rod of iron; as the vessels of a
potter shall they be broken to
shivers: even as I received of my
Father.
28 And I will give him the
morning star.
29 He that hath an ear, let him

1.1. TheyThey havehave manymany thingsthings toto commendcommend them,them, RevelationRevelation 2:19,2:19,
24-29.24-29.
2.2. TheThe churchchurch isis indictedindicted forfor sufferingsuffering JezebelJezebel toto teachteach andand seduceseduce
somesome toto commitcommit fornicationfornication andand eateat thingsthings sacrificedsacrificed toto idols,idols,
RevelationRevelation 2:20-23.2:20-23.

VV TheThe FifthFifth Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch ofof SardisSardis
1.1. ItIt hadhad aa namename thatthat itit lived,lived, butbut waswas dead,dead, RevelationRevelation 3:1,3:1,

Matthew 7:21
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.

Mark 7:6
6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias
prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

Ezekiel 33:1-33
1 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say
unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the
people of the land take a man of their coasts, and set him
for their watchman:
3 If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow
the trumpet, and warn the people;
4 Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and
taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away,
his blood shall be upon his own head.
5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not
warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh
warning shall deliver his soul.
6 But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not
the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword
come, and take any person from among them, he is taken
away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the
watchman's hand.
7 So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at
my mouth, and warn them from me.
8 When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt
surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from
his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at thine hand.
9 Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn
from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his
iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.
10 Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of
Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions and our
sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we
then live?
11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked
turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy
people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver
him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness
of the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he
turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the righteous be
able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth.
13 When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely
live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit
iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered;
but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for
it.
14 Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely
die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and
right;
15 If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had
robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing
iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.
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hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
Revelation 3:1-22
1 And unto the angel of the
church in Sardis write; These
things saith he that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven
stars; I know thy works, that thou
hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead.
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain, that are
ready to die: for I have not found
thy works perfect before God.
3 Remember therefore how thou
hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour I will come upon
thee.
4 Thou hast a few names even in
Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are worthy.
5 He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels.
6 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
7 And to the angel of the church
in Philadelphia write; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is
true, he that hath the key of
David, he that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and
no man openeth;
8 I know thy works: behold, I
have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for
thou hast a little strength, and
hast kept my word, and hast not
denied my name.
9 Behold, I will make them of the
synagogue of Satan, which say
they are Jews, and are not, but do
lie; behold, I will make them to

16 None of his sins that he hath committed shall be
mentioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and
right; he shall surely live.
17 Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is
not equal: but as for them, their way is not equal.
18 When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and
committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby.
19 But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that
which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby.
20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house
of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways.
21 And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity,
in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the month, that one
that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying,
The city is smitten.
22 Now the hand of the LORD was upon me in the evening,
afore he that was escaped came; and had opened my
mouth, until he came to me in the morning; and my mouth
was opened, and I was no more dumb.
23 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
24 Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land of
Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited
the land: but we are many; the land is given us for
inheritance.
25 Wherefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Ye
eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your idols,
and shed blood: and shall ye possess the land?
26 Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomination, and ye
defile every one his neighbour's wife: and shall ye possess
the land?
27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; As I
live, surely they that are in the wastes shall fall by the
sword, and him that is in the open field will I give to the
beasts to be devoured, and they that be in the forts and in
the caves shall die of the pestilence.
28 For I will lay the land most desolate, and the pomp of
her strength shall cease; and the mountains of Israel shall
be desolate, that none shall pass through.
29 Then shall they know that I am the LORD, when I have
laid the land most desolate because of all their
abominations which they have committed.
30 Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are
talking against thee by the walls and in the doors of the
houses, and speak one to another, every one to his brother,
saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that
cometh forth from the LORD.
31 And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they
sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but
they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much
love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness.
32 And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an
instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not.
33 And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then
shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.

2.2. ItIt isis exhortedexhorted toto repent.repent. ThereThere werewere somesome whowho hadhad notnot defileddefiled
theirtheir garments,garments, RevelationRevelation 3:2-6;3:2-6;

Matthew 24:42-43
42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord
doth come.
43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had
known in what watch the thief would come, he would have
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be
broken up.

1 Thessalonians 5:2-6
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night.
3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape.
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come and worship before thy feet,
and to know that I have loved
thee.
10 Because thou hast kept the
word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth.
11 Behold, I come quickly: hold
that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown.
12 Him that overcometh will I
make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out:
and I will write upon him the
name of my God, and the name of
the city of my God, which is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down
out of heaven from my God: and I
will write upon him my new name.
13 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
14 And unto the angel of the
church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God;
15 I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot: I would
thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see.
19 As many as I love, I rebuke

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief.
5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the
day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch
and be sober.

2 Peter 3:10
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up.

VIVI TheThe SixthSixth Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch ofof PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
1.1. TheyThey werewere commendedcommended andand anan openopen doordoor waswas setset beforebefore themthem
RevelationRevelation 3:7-9;3:7-9;

11 CorinthiansCorinthians 16:916:9
99 ForFor aa greatgreat doordoor andand effectualeffectual isis openedopened untounto me,me, andand
therethere areare manymany adversaries.adversaries.

2.2. ManyMany promisespromises areare givengiven toto them,them, RevelationRevelation 3:10-13;3:10-13;
RevelationRevelation 21:2-721:2-7

22 AndAnd II JohnJohn sawsaw thethe holyholy city,city, newnew Jerusalem,Jerusalem, comingcoming
downdown fromfrom GodGod outout ofof heaven,heaven, preparedprepared asas aa bridebride adornedadorned
forfor herher husband.husband.
33 AndAnd II heardheard aa greatgreat voicevoice outout ofof heavenheaven saying,saying, Behold,Behold,
thethe tabernacletabernacle ofof GodGod isis withwith men,men, andand hehe willwill dwelldwell withwith
them,them, andand theythey shallshall bebe hishis people,people, andand GodGod himselfhimself shallshall
bebe withwith them,them, andand bebe theirtheir God.God.
44 AndAnd GodGod shallshall wipewipe awayaway allall tearstears fromfrom theirtheir eyes;eyes; andand
therethere shallshall bebe nono moremore death,death, neitherneither sorrow,sorrow, nornor crying,crying,
neitherneither shallshall therethere bebe anyany moremore pain:pain: forfor thethe formerformer thingsthings
areare passedpassed away.away.
55 AndAnd hehe thatthat satsat uponupon thethe thronethrone said,said, Behold,Behold, II makemake allall
thingsthings new.new. AndAnd hehe saidsaid untounto me,me, Write:Write: forfor thesethese wordswords
areare truetrue andand faithful.faithful.
66 AndAnd hehe saidsaid untounto me,me, ItIt isis done.done. II amam AlphaAlpha andand Omega,Omega,
thethe beginningbeginning andand thethe end.end. II willwill givegive untounto himhim thatthat isis
athirstathirst ofof thethe fountainfountain ofof thethe waterwater ofof lifelife freely.freely.
77 HeHe thatthat overcomethovercometh shallshall inheritinherit allall things;things; andand II willwill bebe
hishis God,God, andand hehe shallshall bebe mymy son.son.

VIIVII TheThe SeventhSeventh Message,Message, toto thethe ChurchChurch ofof LaodiceaLaodicea
1.1. ThisThis churchchurch waswas lukewarmlukewarm andand readyready toto bebe spuedspued outout ofof thethe

mouthmouth ofof God,God, RevelationRevelation 3:14-17;3:14-17;
22 KingsKings 10:3110:31

3131 ButBut JehuJehu tooktook nono heedheed toto walkwalk inin thethe lawlaw ofof thethe LORDLORD
GodGod ofof IsraelIsrael withwith allall hishis heart:heart: forfor hehe departeddeparted notnot fromfrom thethe
sinssins ofof Jeroboam,Jeroboam, whichwhich mademade IsraelIsrael toto sin.sin.

HoseaHosea 10:210:2
22 TheirTheir heartheart isis divided;divided; nownow shallshall theythey bebe foundfound faulty:faulty: hehe
shallshall breakbreak downdown theirtheir altars,altars, hehe shallshall spoilspoil theirtheir images.images.

2.2. TheyThey areare rebukedrebuked andand counselledcounselled toto buybuy goldgold triedtried inin thethe
fire,fire, RevelationRevelation 3:18,3:18, 22;22;
Proverbs 30:12

12 There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes,
and yet is not washed from their filthiness.

1 Corinthians 4:8
8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings
without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also
might reign with you.

Luke 18:9-14
9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a
Pharisee, and the other a publican.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so
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and chasten: be zealous therefore,
and repent.
20 Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.
21 To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his
throne.
22 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.

much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be
exalted.

Notes:
TheThe SevenSeven ChurchesChurches

InIn thisthis lessonlesson wewe havehave thethe messagesmessages thatthat werewere sentsent toto thethe
sevenseven differentdifferent churcheschurches inin Asia.Asia.
EachEach ofof thethe sevenseven epistlesepistles commencescommences with,with, "I"I knowknow thythy

works."works." EachEach containscontains aa promisepromise fromfrom Christ:Christ: "To"To himhim thatthat
overcometh."overcometh." EachEach endsends with:with: "He"He thatthat hathhath anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear
whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit saithsaith untounto thethe churches."churches."
SomeSome havehave thoughtthought thatthat thethe sevenseven churcheschurches areare symbolicalsymbolical ofof

thethe differentdifferent churchchurch agesages fromfrom thethe timetime ofof JohnJohn untiluntil thethe comingcoming
ofof thethe Lord.Lord. OthersOthers thinkthink thatthat theythey representrepresent thethe wholewhole ChristianChristian
church,church, disperseddispersed throughoutthroughout thethe wholewhole worldworld asas itit existsexists inin everyevery
age.age. TheseThese sevenseven churches,churches, however,however, werewere literal,literal, historicalhistorical
churcheschurches existingexisting atat thethe timetime JohnJohn wrote.wrote.
InIn thesethese messagesmessages anyany pastor,pastor, churchchurch oror individualindividual cancan findfind

suitablesuitable instructionsinstructions forfor everyevery occasion.occasion.
ItIt isis thethe characteristiccharacteristic ofof ourour LordLord toto putput forthforth firstfirst thatthat whichwhich

HeHe approves,approves, andand thenthen toto notenote thethe shortcomings.shortcomings.
TheThe ChurchChurch ofof EphesusEphesus

EphesusEphesus waswas famedfamed forfor thethe templetemple ofof Diana,Diana, oneone ofof thethe sevenseven
wonderswonders ofof thethe ancientancient world.world. PaulPaul spentspent overover twotwo yearsyears inin
EphesusEphesus preachingpreaching thethe Gospel.Gospel. AA strongstrong churchchurch waswas established.established.
ItIt waswas notednoted forfor itsits lovelove andand fervencyfervency andand waswas thethe leadingleading churchchurch
inin allall Asia.Asia. HereHere JohnJohn spentspent hishis decliningdeclining years.years. HeHe whowho holdsholds thethe
sevenseven starsstars andand walkswalks amongamong thethe candlestickscandlesticks foundfound inin EphesusEphesus
goodgood works,works, labour,labour, endurance,endurance, steadfaststeadfast oppositionsoppositions toto evil,evil,
faithfulnessfaithfulness andand firmnessfirmness inin discipline,discipline, cheerfulnesscheerfulness inin bearingbearing anyany
burdenburden forfor Christ'sChrist's sake,sake, andand aa hatredhatred forfor deedsdeeds andand practicespractices
whichwhich ChristChrist hates.hates.
ThereThere isis suchsuch aa thingthing asas beingbeing ableable toto discerndiscern betweenbetween thethe

truetrue andand thethe false,false, havinghaving aa correctnesscorrectness ofof judgmentjudgment inin sacredsacred
things,things, aa zealzeal andand selfself sacrificingsacrificing devotiondevotion toto thethe rightright andand true,true,
andand aa severanceseverance fromfrom falsefalse apostlesapostles andand allall evildoers,evildoers, andand yetyet toto
bebe withoutwithout thatthat warmthwarmth andand puritypurity ofof lovelove thatthat filledfilled thethe heartheart
whenwhen oneone waswas firstfirst bornborn again.again. WeWe cancan becomebecome soso muchmuch
absorbedabsorbed inin ourour workwork forfor thethe churchchurch thatthat wewe letlet thatthat firstfirst lovelove slipslip
outout ofof ourour heart.heart. ThisThis isis whatwhat thethe LordLord hadhad againstagainst thethe churchchurch atat
Ephesus.Ephesus. TheyThey werewere exhortedexhorted toto repentrepent andand dodo theirtheir firstfirst worksworks
over,over, oror elseelse HeHe wouldwould removeremove theirtheir candlestickcandlestick outout ofof itsits place.place.
ToTo thethe overcomerovercomer HeHe wouldwould givegive toto eateat ofof thethe TreeTree ofof Life,Life,

whichwhich waswas inin thethe ParadiseParadise ofof God.God. HereHere wewe findfind thethe TreeTree ofof LifeLife
thatthat GodGod placedplaced inin thethe GardenGarden ofof Eden,Eden, growinggrowing inin thethe ParadiseParadise ofof
GodGod ---- ParadiseParadise regained.regained. WhatWhat waswas lostlost throughthrough thethe fallfall ofof AdamAdam
willwill bebe gainedgained backback throughthrough Christ.Christ.

TheThe ChurchChurch inin SmyrnaSmyrna
SmyrnaSmyrna waswas aa poorpoor churchchurch financially,financially, butbut thethe LordLord saidsaid theythey

werewere rich:rich: richrich inin faith,faith, richrich inin love.love. TheyThey hadhad gonegone throughthrough muchmuch
tribulation.tribulation. TheyThey werewere persecutedpersecuted byby thethe disbelievingdisbelieving Jews.Jews. PaulPaul
saidsaid hehe isis notnot aa JewJew whowho isis oneone outwardly,outwardly, butbut whowho isis oneone
inwardly.inwardly. TheThe LordLord tellstells themthem thatthat moremore persecutionspersecutions awaitawait them,them,
butbut theythey wouldwould bebe ofof shortshort duration.duration. TheThe devildevil wouldwould castcast somesome ofof
themthem intointo prison.prison. TheyThey werewere toldtold toto bebe faithfulfaithful untounto deathdeath andand
theythey wouldwould receivereceive aa crowncrown ofof life.life.
SometimesSometimes thethe LordLord turnsturns thethe tacticstactics ofof thethe devildevil upsideupside downdown
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andand accomplishesaccomplishes HisHis ownown purposepurpose toto bringbring oneone outout victorious.victorious.
``God``God siftssifts andand winnowswinnows thethe manman toto separateseparate hishis chaffchaff fromfrom hishis
wheat,"wheat," commentscomments oneone writer,writer, "and"and thethe devildevil siftssifts himhim inin hopeshopes
thatthat nothingnothing butbut chaffchaff willwill bebe foundfound inin him."him."
ItIt waswas inin SmyrnaSmyrna thatthat thethe saintlysaintly PolycarpPolycarp waswas burnedburned atat thethe

stake.stake. BeforeBefore theythey litlit thethe fagotsfagots hishis judgesjudges askedasked thatthat hehe recant.recant.
HisHis noblenoble wordswords areare handedhanded downdown toto us:us: "Fourscore"Fourscore andand sixsix yearsyears
havehave II servedserved thethe LordLord andand HeHe nevernever wrongedwronged me,me, howhow thenthen cancan II
blasphemeblaspheme mymy KingKing andand Saviour?"Saviour?"

TheThe ChurchChurch atat PergamosPergamos
AtAt thethe timetime thethe ApocalypseApocalypse waswas writtenwritten PergamosPergamos waswas thethe

homehome ofof richrich chiefschiefs whowho hadhad itit adornedadorned withwith magnificentmagnificent
residences,residences, templestemples andand groves.groves. ItIt hadhad aa librarylibrary rivallingrivalling thatthat ofof
Alexandria.Alexandria. ParchmentParchment waswas herehere discovereddiscovered forfor bookbook purposes.purposes. ItIt
waswas aa citycity ofof heathenheathen templestemples andand religiousreligious sensuality,sensuality, hencehence thethe
thronethrone ofof Satan.Satan.
AlthoughAlthough inin thethe midstmidst ofof idolatryidolatry somesome peoplepeople hadhad keptkept thethe

faith.faith. ButBut theythey hadhad failedfailed toto castcast outout ofof theirtheir foldfold thosethose whowho heldheld
thethe "doctrine"doctrine ofof Balaam."Balaam." WhenWhen thethe LordLord wouldwould notnot letlet BalaamBalaam
cursecurse Israel,Israel, hehe stillstill wantedwanted toto remainremain inin goodgood favourfavour withwith Balak,Balak,
soso hehe taughttaught BalakBalak howhow toto laylay aa stumbling-blockstumbling-block beforebefore thethe
ChildrenChildren ofof Israel.Israel. TheThe LordLord usedused thethe drawndrawn swordsword toto slayslay Balaam.Balaam.
"To"To himhim thatthat overcomethovercometh willwill II givegive toto eateat ofof thethe hiddenhidden

manna,manna, andand willwill givegive himhim aa whitewhite stone,stone, andand inin thethe stonestone aa newnew
namename written."written." InIn thethe courtscourts theythey usedused toto givegive aa whitewhite stonestone forfor
acquittalacquittal andand aa blackblack stonestone whenwhen condemned.condemned.

TheThe ChurchChurch atat ThyatiraThyatira
TheThe churchchurch atat ThyatiraThyatira hadhad keptkept itsits lovelove andand faithfaith andand hadhad inin

creasedcreased inin itsits serviceservice forfor thethe Master.Master. ItsIts worksworks werewere greatergreater nownow
thanthan atat thethe beginning.beginning. ItIt waswas justjust thethe oppositeopposite ofof thethe churchchurch atat
Ephesus,Ephesus, wherewhere thethe congregationcongregation hadhad leftleft theirtheir firstfirst lovelove butbut
hatedhated sinsin andand falsefalse doctrine.doctrine.
TheThe churchchurch atat ThyatiraThyatira waswas toleratingtolerating aa womanwoman whowho claimedclaimed

toto bebe aa prophetessprophetess toto seduceseduce thethe saintssaints intointo idolatryidolatry andand sin.sin.
JezebelJezebel ofof oldold ledled IsraelIsrael intointo idolatryidolatry andand domineereddomineered overover Israel.Israel.
SheShe waswas givengiven spacespace toto repentrepent butbut refused.refused. "He,"He, thatthat beingbeing oftenoften
reprovedreproved hardenethhardeneth hishis neck,neck, shallshall suddenlysuddenly bebe destroyed,destroyed, andand
thatthat withoutwithout remedy"remedy" (Proverbs(Proverbs 29:1).29:1). GodGod promisedpromised thatthat HisHis
handhand ofof judgmentjudgment wouldwould workwork swiftlyswiftly andand allall thethe churcheschurches wouldwould
recogniserecognise thatthat thethe LordLord hadhad donedone it.it.
ThoseThose whowho hadhad notnot receivedreceived thisthis falsefalse doctrinedoctrine werewere exhortedexhorted

toto "hold"hold fastfast tilltill II come,"come," andand HeHe wouldwould givegive themthem powerpower overover thethe
nations.nations.

TheThe ChurchChurch atat SardisSardis
SardisSardis hadhad aa namename thatthat itit waswas aa livelive church,church, butbut thethe LordLord saidsaid

thatthat itit waswas dead.dead. ItIt possiblypossibly hadhad aa godlygodly outsideoutside appearanceappearance butbut
thethe LordLord lookslooks onon thethe heart.heart. TheyThey diddid notnot seemseem toto havehave anyany falsefalse
doctrinedoctrine toto contendcontend withwith insideinside thethe churchchurch oror out.out. TheyThey werewere soso
deaddead spirituallyspiritually thatthat thethe devildevil diddid notnot concernconcern himselfhimself withwith them.them.
ThereThere werewere aa fewfew inin thethe churchchurch whowho hadhad notnot defileddefiled theirtheir
garments,garments, andand thethe LordLord saidsaid theythey wouldwould walkwalk withwith HimHim inin white.white.

TheThe ChurchChurch ofof PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia meansmeans "brotherly"brotherly love."love." WhenWhen thethe QuakersQuakers camecame

toto AmericaAmerica toto findfind aa homehome ofof religiousreligious freedom,freedom, theythey foundedfounded aa
citycity andand calledcalled itit Philadelphia.Philadelphia. TheyThey triedtried toto putput brotherlybrotherly lovelove intointo
practicepractice byby showingshowing kindnesskindness andand lovelove toto thethe IndiansIndians andand tellingtelling
themthem aboutabout thethe truetrue God.God.
AA fewfew yearsyears agoago whenwhen thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations celebratedcelebrated itsits 10th10th

anniversary,anniversary, thethe Protestant,Protestant, thethe Jew,Jew, thethe Buddhist,Buddhist, andand othersothers
joinedjoined handshands whilewhile eacheach prayedprayed aa separateseparate prayerprayer toto hishis god.god. WasWas
thatthat brotherlybrotherly love?love? No!No! ThatThat waswas compromise.compromise. InIn thesethese daysdays theythey
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callcall itit religiousreligious tolerance.tolerance. TheThe LordLord plainlyplainly sayssays inin HisHis Word,Word,
““ThouThou shaltshalt havehave nono otherother godsgods beforebefore me."me."
TheThe greatgreat commissioncommission JesusJesus gavegave was,was, "Go"Go yeye intointo allall thethe

worldworld andand preachpreach thethe gospelgospel toto everyevery creature."creature." HeHe toldtold thethe
churchchurch ofof PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia thatthat HeHe hadhad setset beforebefore themthem anan openopen doordoor
andand nono manman couldcould shutshut it.it. TheThe GospelGospel lightlight inin thesethese daysdays hashas
shoneshone aroundaround thethe world.world. "And"And thisthis gospelgospel ofof thethe kingdomkingdom shallshall bebe
preachedpreached inin allall thethe worldworld forfor aa witnesswitness untounto anan nations;nations; andand thenthen
shallshall thethe endend come"come" (Matthew(Matthew 24:14).24:14).
AsAs longlong asas thethe lovelove ofof GodGod burnsburns onon thethe altaraltar ofof thethe heartheart

therethere willwill bebe aa fervencyfervency andand zealzeal toto seesee otherother soulssouls bornborn intointo thethe
KingdomKingdom ofof God.God. BecauseBecause theythey hadhad keptkept thethe wordword ofof thethe Lord'sLord's
patience,patience, HeHe promisedpromised toto keepkeep themthem fromfrom thethe hourhour ofof temptation,temptation,
whichwhich willwill comecome uponupon allall thethe worldworld toto trytry themthem thatthat dwelldwell uponupon
thethe earth.earth. WeWe wonderwonder ifif thatthat hourhour isis notnot uponupon us.us. TheThe LordLord
followsfollows with,with, "Behold,"Behold, II comecome quickly:quickly: holdhold thatthat fastfast whichwhich thouthou
hast,hast, thatthat nono manman taketake thythy crown."crown." ManyMany preciousprecious promisespromises awaitawait
thethe over-comes.over-comes.

TheThe ChurchChurch ofof LaodiceaLaodicea
ThisThis waswas aa churchchurch thatthat waswas neitherneither coldcold nornor hot.hot. ItIt waswas soso

nearlynearly sunksunk intointo slumberslumber thatthat itit waswas inin aa drowsydrowsy state.state. AA messagemessage
toto aa coldcold churchchurch willwill oftentimesoftentimes arousearouse itit backback toto aa statestate ofof
fervency,fervency, butbut itit isis hardhard toto arousearouse aa drowsydrowsy person.person. TepidTepid waterwater
producesproduces vomiting.vomiting. AA churchchurch thatthat isis lukewarmlukewarm isis nauseatingnauseating inin thethe
sightsight ofof God.God.
ThisThis waswas aa selfself satisfiedsatisfied church.church. TheyThey hadhad plentyplenty ofof thisthis world'sworld's

goods;goods; theythey feltfelt theythey hadhad needneed ofof nothing,nothing, notnot eveneven moremore religion.religion.
Oh,Oh, thethe mercymercy ofof God!God! HeHe stillstill standsstands andand knocksknocks atat thethe heart'sheart's
doordoor ofof thosethose whowho areare onon thethe vergeverge ofof beingbeing spuedspued outout ofof HisHis
mouth.mouth. IfIf theythey willwill bebe arousedaroused fromfrom theirtheir slumberslumber thethe LordLord willwill stillstill
clotheclothe thanthan inin whitewhite raimentraiment andand grantgrant themthem thethe privilegeprivilege ofof
sittingsitting withwith HimHim onon HisHis ThroneThrone inin HisHis Kingdom.Kingdom.

God'sGod's PromisesPromises
God'sGod's promisespromises areare sure.sure. InIn thesethese messagesmessages toto thethe churcheschurches

wewe findfind everyevery statestate existingexisting thatthat itit isis possiblepossible toto getget into,into, fromfrom aa
lifelife ofof holinessholiness toto aa lifelife ofof sin,sin, degradationdegradation andand compromise.compromise. God'sGod's
smilesmile ofof approvalapproval restsrests onon thethe clean,clean, sanctifiedsanctified life.life. HisHis merciesmercies
areare extendedextended toto thethe sinfulsinful andand disobedient,disobedient, givinggiving themthem anan
opportunityopportunity toto repent.repent. ItIt isis leftleft withwith usus toto decidedecide amongamong whichwhich
groupgroup wewe willwill bebe foundfound whenwhen thethe LordLord comes.comes.

QUESTIONS
1. Were these real churches, and where were they?
2. Which was the largest church?
3. Against which churches was there nothing said?
4. Which one had left their first love?
5. Which one was lukewarm?
6. Explain why the Lord would rather have it cold or hot.
7. Quote the different promises to the overcomers.
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