THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, PART 3

BIBLE TEXT: Matthew 7:1-29,
LESSON 21 Junior Course
MEMORY VERSE: "All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so

to them" (Matthew 7:12).
BIBLE TEXT in King J Versi

Matthew 7:1-29.

1 Judge not, that ye be not
judged.

2 For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye,
but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy
brother, Let me pull out the mote
out of thine eye; and, behold, a
beam /s in thine own eye?

> Thou hypocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and
then shalt thou see clearly to cast
out the mote out of thy brother’s
eye.

6 4 Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye
your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and
turn again and rend you.

7 4 Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you:

8 For every one that asketh
receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.

2 Or what man is there of you,
whom if his son ask bread, will he
give him a stone?

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give
him a serpent?

11 If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall
your Father which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask
him?

NOTES:

God is the Judge of all the earth; and He said, "My glory will I
not give to another" (Isaiah 42:8). We are all the work of His hands,
and it is not our place to judge one another, but rather to pray for the
one we think is at fault.

If a person who is picking faults in his brother would stop to
think about himself a little, many times he would find that he had the
same faults, perhaps to an even greater extent. Often our own
weaknesses are of the same nature as those we see in others. Jesus
knew human nature when He said, "Why beholdest thou the mote that
is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine
own eye?"

You know a mote is a tiny speck, and a beam could be a big
timber. Of course it is impossible to get such a big thing into the eye,
but it is a good comparison to show men that they are not to pick at
little flaws in another's character when their own are tremendously
greater.

Love for One Another

Everyone knows the Golden Rule, "Whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them." But how many live by
it? Is it not much easier for most people to say, "I won't be nice to him
because he is mean to me"?

Jesus practiced the Golden Rule, and if we are going to be His
children we must do as He did. When He was reviled of men, He reviled
not again. In other words, when they accused Him falsely He did not
answer back. The Jews had driven Christ from their synagogues, and
refused to have the Just One to rule over them. Yet He wept over their
city: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that Kkillest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not! " (Matthew 23:37). He was more
than willing to do good to those who persecuted Him.

Little kindnesses that we perform every day show whether we
are doing unto others as we would have them do to us. Don't let a day
pass without doing a kindness. If someone mistreats you, do a good
deed to him, and continue that attitude from day to day, and soon you
will win that person by your love. It has been said, "Kindness in us is
the honey that blunts the sting of unkindness in another." If someone
does you unkindness, show him you are bigger than he is by rewarding
him with kindness.

Abraham Lincoln once said that he wanted it said of him after
he died, by those who knew him best, that he had always picked a
thistle and planted a flower where he thought a flower would grow.

The truly great do not consider that anyone is beneath their
notice; and if they see an opportunity to help the poorest and weakest,
they will do so. One can tell how great a man is by the way he treats
his fellow men. One day while Thomas Jefferson was president, he and
his grandson were riding in a carriage when they met a slave who
respectfully took off his hat and bowed. The President returned the
salutation by raising his hat, but the grandson ignored him. "Thomas,"
said the grandfather reproachfully, "do you permit a slave to be more
of a gentleman than yourself?"

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, PART 3



12 Therefore all things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them: for
this is the law and the prophets.
13 q Enter ye in at the strait gate:
for wide /s the gate, and broad /s
the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat:

14 Because strait /s the gate, and
narrow /s the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that
find it.

15 q Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves.

16 Ye shall know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles?

17 Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil
fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. 1° Every
tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire. 20 Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them.

21 4 Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many
wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.

24 4 Therefore whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a
rock:

The Two Ways

When Jesus urged the people to enter in at the strait gate, He
was again showing their power of choice. When God placed the first
man in the Garden of Eden, He permitted him to decide for himself
which way to go. From that time on, it has always been man's privilege
to be saved or lost, according to his own choosing. God has warned
man that the wages of sin is death, and has also promised great
rewards, both here and hereafter, to those who will follow Him. The
man who chooses the broad way to destruction will stand condemned
before God, without excuse.

The Broad Way

Let us consider the broad way for a moment. Satan makes it
look very pleasant. It is much easier to follow along with the crowd
than to take a stand for the right against wrong. He will point out the
prosperity of the wicked, the good times they seem to be having; and
he will say, "Follow me to the green spot over the hill." The broad way
has religions, too, but not according to the Word of God. Satan will
say, "It is not necessary to live without sin; you will get to Heaven if
you go to church once in a while, and give the preacher some money."

Through his false prophets he tells the people thousands of
things that are not in the Bible. Jesus said, "Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits." Just because a man
pretends to be a preacher (has on sheep's clothing), he is not
necessarily sent of God. If he does not preach the whole Bible he is
just one of the devil's false prophets who are travelling on the broad
way. John the Beloved said, "Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world" (I John 4:1). Thousands, perhaps, even millions, more
have gone out since that time. The broad way can accommodate all
sin and false religion.

Striving to Enter

When someone asked Jesus how many people were going to be
saved, He said, "Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able" (Luke 13:24).
How many would be saved was not the business of the questioner, but
rather what he must do to enter in. Jesus told him to work at it --
"strive to enter in."

Paul spoke of the Christian life as a race for which one must
prepare himself very carefully (get saved -- repenting and forsaking all
his sins), and then run hard to the very end. Even the start may be
hard for you. Your friends may sneer at you for wanting to be a
Christian, or threaten you with the thought that you will never again
have a good time. If that does not discourage you they may use
flattery and tears. But the one who wants the price of eternal life will
let none of these things hinder him.

"Dare to be a Daniel,

Dare to stand alone!

Dare to have a purpose firm!
Dare to make it known!"

The fact that one has made a good beginning does not always
mean that he will win the reward. Again, we quote Paul: "Ye did run
well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?" (Galatians
5:7). There are many side roads leading from the narrow way, and
unless we keep our eyes on Christ we shall be lured off into the byways
and lose our soul. But what blessings there are for those who have
their eyes fixed on the price!

The Highway of Holiness

"The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day" (Proverbs 4:18). As the Christian walks
in the middle of the road he finds new beauties in the Gospel, and is
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2> And the rain descended, and the | protected by the Father's love. But don't be overconfident. The narrow
floods came, and the winds blew, road still leads through enemy country, and we must watch and pray

. - daily that we enter not into temptation.
and beat upon that house; and it The Highway of Holiness leads right into Glory where the

fell not: for it was founded upon a | righteous will hear, "Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter
rock. thou into the joy of thy lord" (Matthew 25:23). But those who travelled
26 And every one that heareth the broad way, thinking they could get into Heaven some easier way,
these sayings of mine, and doeth will hear from the just Judge, "I never knew you: depart from me, ye
I . . . .
. that work iniquity." Then they will be sorry that they took the wrong
them not, shall be likened unto a road, but it will be too late.

foolish man, which built his house QUESTIONS

upon the sand: How does a "mote” compare in size to a "beam"?
27 And the rain descended, and the Which verse in this lesson is called "the Golden Rule"?

floods came, and the winds blew, Give one reason why so many go in at the wide gate.

. How m inner r ni real Christian?
and beat upon that house; an_d it Wohat iIfuétiaiionedidegggussgije E?atcshos\fv: the importance of a
fell: and great was the fall of it. good foundation?
28 And it came to pass, when Jesus
had ended these sayings, the
people were astonished at his
doctrine:
29 For he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the

scribes.
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